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Winning the Stranger, the Slighted and the Estranged 


BY GEORGE ERNEST MERRIAM, 
Y Pastor Fourteenth Street Presbyterian Church. New York, N. Y. 


We have been asked to give in full the sys- 
tem in use at our church by which we follow 
up the stranger, soothe the slighted, and win 
back the estranged. Every church must deal 
with these classes and every pastor knows the 
difficulties entailed. We are very glad to help 
others as far as we can by indicating a method 
tested and proven. 

In the light of articles recently published by 
“A Woman Who Went to Church,” and the 
discussion consequent thereupon, it is well 
to have some, system by which the stranger 
shall be able to take the initiative of introduc- 
tion, thus giving the minister a chance to get 
acquainted where otherwise the haste and con- 
fusion of a large congregation in exit would 
prevent; and also to lay upon the shoulders 
of the church members themselves a definite 
responsibility in the matter. Furthermore it is 
very vital that any information gained should 
be properly tabulated for immediate use aud 
for future reference. All this necessitates a 
modern method and the modern method is al- 
ways some application of the card system. 

The cards here reproduced explain them- 
selves, but to save the time of the reader, we 
state as concretely as possible the use of each, 
We would especially emphasize the fact that 

“personal work” is necessary at every step to 
make such a system successful. The pastor, 
assistant, visitor, or volunteer worker should 
be on hand, after every service, at each exit 
of the church ready to receive card No. 1 from 
the stranger or to fill in card No. 2 for him. 
There is power in the hand shake, but the 
hand shake alone will be of little avail.. You 
need the name and the address as a basis for 
definite work. 

In this connection we might add that we 
have in our vestibule two registry books, in 
the charge of our Young Women’s Association, 
as another means of getting names and ad- 
dresses which are later transferred, with the 
others, to card No. 3 for assignment by the 
pastor. We always keep a goodly number of 
souvenir postals and other church literature 
upon the tables and in the vestibule racks to 
attract the attention of strangers, thus staying 
them in their haste and giving the greater 
opportunity for conversation and acquaint- 
ance. 

Cards “one” and “two” should be placed in 


every pew, in racks especially for that pur- 
pose, so that the words “For Visitor” and “For 
Members” shall be distinctly in sight. The 
hope is that the stranger will use number one 
of his own accord, but, if not, the church mem- 
ber has his or her opportunity to fill in num- 
ber two after a brief word of welcome. That 
people may not become forgetful through the 
habit of negligence we occasionally lay them 
also in the calenders or reproduce the front 
side of number one or two upon the bulletin 
page, or again in some announcement of spe- 
cial services. Names thus procured, as in the 
case of the registration books, are later trans- 
ferred to the cards for preservation. Number 
two can also be sent to the members through 
the mail, enclosed in a communion letter or 
with a special note of request. The workers 
should always have them in their card cases 
or, after a service, in their left hand ready for 
use. 

Card number three then comes in play. In 
the blank “For M ’ he writes the name, 
initials, or abbreviation standing for position, 
of one of his co-laborers. Sometimes he will 
fill in his own initials as the easiest way of 
remembering the calls mapped out for him- 
self. These cards can be distributed at the 
workers’ conference or can be mailed to the 
proper person. 

When these cards (number three) come 
back, the pastor not only knows that the work 
has been done, but he finds a concrete state- 
ment of the results accomplished. In many 
cases he will desire: to send out another and 
in some instances, as where people feel slighted, 
or are definitely estranged for one reason or 
another, or are to be won into the membership, 
he may send in succession, a week or a month 
apart, several members of the congregation. 
His assistants will follow perhaps in rotation. 
Then, finally, with the results of these various 
calls before him, he will fill in his own card. 
His call should have accumulative power. 

As the cards are all of the same size, they 
will fit into a drawer constructed for the 
purpose or can be easily tied up in bunches, by 
the month or year, and so kept for future ref- 
erence. They will, however, first have their 
contents transferred to card number four, Be- 
fore we take up this card we should say that 
numbers one, two and three are different col- 


149 


ors, salmon, blue and. white, to the end that 
they may be quickly. differentiated or sorted 
out as necessity requires. 

Card number four with its several etaenié 
is kept by the pastor’s secretary. The calls are 
entered upon this from the smaller card. In 
the proper spaces will appear the date, initials 
or abbreviation showing worker, the reason 
for the call, and the result. Where souvenir 
postals, special invitations or personal letters 
are sent, they are entered in the same way, 
but in red ink. Thus from week to week the 
pastor can see, at a glance, just what has been 
done, by whom, and how far the work has 
progressed. 

All the- facts in regard to the life history, 
family relationship, and church attendance, are 
entered upon. card number five, which is a 
companion to number four. Card number five 
is sO complete that it hardly needs any word 
of further explanation. 

Cards four and five are printed in four col- 
ors; white, blue, buff and salmon. The first 
is for members of the church; the second for 
those who are members in the congregation by 
virtue of using the regular financial system 
(as the envelopes) of the parish; the third for 
members of the Sabbath School or some other 


Name (Family wame first) 


Address 


VISITORS 


Address 

I you would like fo be considered one of the congregation, dicated. 
GM fal io this black and drop it In the contribution plate at 
© one of the Sunday services or give to the pastor or one of 
fay his asaistante at the door, 


FOR MEMBERS 


IF YOU ARE WITHOUT A CHURCH HOME 


-Come! We can help you 


IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR CHURCH WORK 


To the Members) 


A all upon the above would | sick 
be appreciated for reason in- Ne | Sbut-la 


Wilt you not confer a favor upon your pastor by using 
this card as occasion may offer? Fill in name and address 
(not forgetting your own signature), check right space, 


organization, but not contributors by the regu- 
lar system; and the fourth, strangers in the 
church. In inaugurating such a system nat- 
urally the larger number will call for the white 
card and then there will be a goodly number 
of each of the others. Every person has at the 
beginning one each of these cards, number five 
coming before number four in its position in 
the catalog drawer. 

Number five, or the regular register card, is 
to be filled in just as fully as possible. The 
other side is left blank for any information 
gathered from time to time which cannot be 
entered in the regular columns. Its proper” 
record card immediately follows bearing the 
same number with the letter A or B after it, 
For instance, if the register card is No. 53, 
then its record card would be No. 53A, and 
when it is necessary to add a new record card 
that becomes 53B, etc. These numbers should 
not be arbitrary but consecutive, so that should 
the cards become disarranged they could be 
quickly rearranged by the numbers as well as 
by the names. 

This is insured by the use of the decimal sys- 
tem, doubtless well understood by the reader. 
When first numbered the cards will read 1, 2, 
3, etc., up into the hundreds. When later 


Name (Family name tirst) 


Name (Family name first) Oftice 


Kenidence 


Address Trsitution 


Will you not kindly call upon the above for reason assigned 
below? Then fill in blanks on other side and return this card 


>> to me 


Cordially your Pi 


IE nce desired 
Foruoner |! New address as above 


Date of call 


J called as requested on person designated by this card. You 
will be interested in information given below, 


and place upon plate at any Sunday service, or Nand to 


Come! You can help us 
a 


M=Minister A~Araistant 


V -Visitor W Worker RECORD 


DATE Li REASON | KRSULT 


ATovitations given or personal 
letters to be entered in red (nk) 


CALLER | REASON | RESULT 


Por Week 
Beginning 
Calle made 
Colle rec'd 
‘Phone used.. 
‘Phone eoaw'd 
Letters written 
Letters cee'd 
Services ettend. 
Addreases made 
Ha ptiems 
Weddings 
Puserets 

Other emg'm't's 


some Church Worker at the door, 
In (he Interests of the Kingdom, 


Remarks: 


Nowe a i Resdeace 
Pica Bariness Advan 
Church Aten. A.M& PM) 
Bidle Schaudt Sen. .tet, Chinese) 
€. EB. (Sea, tater... Jum.) 
Preyer Meeting 
Communicant’s Clase 


Occupation 

How Admitted 

Date of Birth ..... 

Date of Marriage 

Date of Baptism. . 

Date of Admission . 

Date of Dismiasion .. 

Date of Death 

We not @ member, what other ......... 
church relational 
preference .. 


Boys’ Club 
« Girls’ Cheb 


Even 


REMARKS CR~ 


(Oftkces held. 
previous or later 
fhurch connections) 


Week 


a card is inserted between 1 and 2, it becomes 
1.1, and if there are five cards to be inserted, 
as in the case of an entire family, they will 
read I.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5. If you find it neces- 
sary to insert a card between two of these, as 
in the case of marriage of 1.3, or a stranger 
added to the congregation, the new card will 
be 1.31, and so on; there is no limit to the 
system. When this last card calls for several 
companion record. cards they will become 
1.3rA, 1.31B, and 1.31C. 


Now as to the method of advancing names 
from one class to the other. Let us take the 
case of a person who is a comparative stranger, 
but who has shown sufficient interest, in the 
first call made by the workers, to be consid- 
ered worthy of a place upon the working list 
of the parish. The name and address are en- 
tered upon a salmon register card, together 
with such other information as has been 
gleaned from card three returned by the caller. 
If in a short time it is learned that nothing can 
be done with this person the card, both regis- 
ter and record, are not destroyed but are re- 
moved from the main drawer and put in the 
one marked “displaced cards,” along with the 
cards of those members who have died, been 
dismissed, ete. Some day they may acquire a 
new value, but for the present they represent 
dead material, A 


If, on the other hand, the person shows in- 
creasing interest and joins the Christian En- 
deavor Society or Bible Class, or one of the 
children in the family does this, then the name 
of such person is entered upon a buff church 
register card. If the name of a child this repre- 
sents of course new material; but if the person 
originally having a salmon card has personal- 
ly joined an organization, then the new buff 
register displaces the old salmon register card 
which goes into the drawer of displaced cards. 
The old salmon record card remains with the 
new buff register card, a buff record card be- 
ing added to the salmon one, having the same 
number but the letter B instead of A. Hence- 
forth calls and correspondence are entered-on 
the buff record card until another change is 
made. 

We will now suppose this person becomes 
sufficiently interested to ask for the envelopes 
of the church, thus making himself a contribu- 
tor by the regular system. By this act he is 
enrolled as a member of the congregation, with 
a right to vote in parish matters. A blue regis- 
ter card now displaces the buff “register” and 
a blue “record” is added to the others, 


In time perhaps our friend enters the church 
membership. Then he is advanced from the 
color of loyalty and given the honor of the 
pure white card as soon as he has confessed 
the Christ at the altar. The white register 
card displaces the blue, and the white record 
card is added to the others. ' Kindly notice the 
verbs. The record cards are added, the regis- 
ter cards are displaced. In the later instance 
the register cards can be destroyed, but, as 
suggested above, it is well to preserve them 
for verification, if some mistake seems to have 
been made in copying. 


The value of the above system: consists in 
the fact that you can tell just how many calls 
have been made upon the person as a 
“stranger” and in the other stages toward 


membership. The colors help to tell the story 
in condensed form. 

Finally we present the workers record card, 
No. 6, which is self explanatory. It is handed 
in weekly at the “Conference Hour” by each 
worker. If the pastor is wise he will keep one 
himself and will not hesitate to compare it with 
the others: It is the best “whip” that can be 
used, never seeming harsh and yet ever prov- 
ing a kindly stimulant. 

So much for machinery. With it must go 
persistency, good judgment and a heart full 
of love for the wayward, the indifferent and the 
obstinate. Here are the poles, the lines, the 
hooks. You must furnish the bait and the 
fisherman’s grit. .The gift must come from the 
Holy Spirit. 


THE WORLD EVANGEL FOR JANUARY. 


A chapter from E. C, Fox’s valuable book: 
“The Pastors place in the Sunday School” on 
How instincts become habits, and how they 
may be directed into good habits should be 
rend by every render of The Expositor. In 
uddition to that, the next six months’ lessons 
in the fourth gospel are made the occasion for 
some very valuable introductory material, 
outiines, ete. If you are going to preach 
from John during the coming year, you should 
by all means have this January number, 

There is no magazine published that car- 
ries ns varied and valuable exposition and 
comment on the Sunday School lessons. The 
prencher who is sufficiently far-sighted to 
subscribe for and preserve the issues for the 
coming six months, will possess an up-to- 
date commentary on the Gospel of John. E. 
C. Knapp tells how to secure church attend- 
unee of Sunday School scholars, If you culti- 
vate it the Sunday School will produce more 
new members than all other sources com- 
bined. In fact, if you are not cultivating the 
Sunday School you are not fulfilling your 
obligations. 

Send 20 cents stamps for December or Jan- 


_ unary and February numbers, or 60 cents for 


n year’s subscription. 
F. M. BARTON, Publisher, 
Cleveland, O. 


Livingstone’s Influence over Stanley 


The power of true Christian character over 
a mind filled with prejudice and antagonisms 
against religion is strikingly illustrated in the 
case of Dr. Livingstone and Sir Henry M. 
Stanley. Says Stanley: 

“In 1871 I went to Africa as prejudiced 
against religion as the worst infidel in London. 
To a reporter like myself, who had only to 
deal with wars, mass meetings, and political 
gatherings, sentimental matters were quite out 
of my province. But there came to me a long 
time for reflection. I was out there away from 
a worldly world. I saw this solitary old man 
there, and I asked myself, ‘Why does he stop 
here? What is it that, inspires him?’ For 
months after we met J found myself listening 
to him, wondering at the old man carrying out 
the words ‘Leave all, and follow Me’ But 
little by little, seeing his piety, his gentleness, 
his zeal, his earnestness, and how he went 
quietly about his business, I was converted by 
him, although he had not tried to do it.” 


A Remedy for Sleepy Congregations ~ 


There is an old saying that bad air is the 
chief aid of satan in making a congregation 
sleepy. If this is true is behooves every church 
to give heed to ventilation as well as to 
preaching and praying. A congregation half 
awake is not in a condition to receive or re- 
spond to the sermon no matter how inter- 
esting or eloquent it may be.” Health Officer 
Friedrich of Cleveland is authority for the 
statement that each individual needs about 
thirty cubic feet of fresh air per minute, mak- 
ing 1,800 cubic feet per hour. This means 
that a human being enclosed in a box or room 
containing 1,800 cubic feet of air could live in 
that room for one hour without feeling the 
need of fresi air. In order to prevent drowsi- 
ness and possibly fainting, there should be a 
continuous flow of fresh air which would 
amount to a complete change within the hour. 


An auditorium 40x100x20 feet contains 8o,- 
ooo cubic feet. Two hundred people sitting 
in a room of that size would need 360,000 
cubic feet per hour, or in other terms the air 
should be changed at least four and one-half 
times an hour. It is obvious that a densely 
crowded room needs frequent change of air. 
The trouble is that the importance of this sub- 
ject has not been impressed upon church au- 
thorities with sufficient force to cause them to 
plan for ventilating the church. Let it be set 
down as an indispensable part of church con- 
struction that provision should be made for 
changing the air completely from five to seven 
times an hour, in the interest of good health 
and to prevent the people from feeling “stu- 
pid.” itiated air renders the respiratory 
organs vulnerable to disease. It causes colds 
and predisposes to consumption. It is not 
uncommon during the revival season for the 
church to be crowded each night with very 
little thought of fresh air. An anaylsis of the 
air under such circumstances would be start- 
ling. 

We are well aware that frequent changes of 
heated air may affect the coal bill, but when 
we measure a few dollars for fuel against 
diseased lungs and befogged brains caused by 
breathing the same heated air over and over 
again, there is no argument left for tle trustee 
who wants to save coal at the expense of 
lungs and brains. Another difficulty is that 
very few churches are built in the first place 
with much thought of adequate ventilation. 
Church architects and building committees are 
the chief sinners in this respect. They have 
assumed all along that because the church 
is used only once or twice a week that enough 
air would come in through the doors and win- 
dows, but the figures given show that this is 
a mistake. Doubtless in log cabin days there 
was little need of special facilities for ventila- 
tion, for the cracks between the logs let the 
air in freely, but we are not in log cabin 
days now. We are in the age of the air tight 
church in which an average congregation will 
vitiate the air very quickly... A man doesn’t 

have to stay in water long in order to get 
wet, and likewise a congregation of very good 
people can spoil a lot of good air in a few 
minutes, and if the air is not changed it will 
spoil them in return. 


We will describe an ideal ventilating plant 
such as is used in the large city churches, 
and will then suggest some methods by which 
the smaller churches may improve their ven- 
tilation at small cost. 

An ideal ventilating plant consists of a 
system of air ducts which bring the air in 
from the outside, over coils of steam heated 
pipes, or around a hot air furnace, and dis- 
tributes it through the church by means of 
small holes in the floor in place of through 
large registers. The air is driven by a cen- 
trifugal blowing fan operated by electricity, 
steam or gasoline. This arrangement fur- 
nishes a steady supply of moderately warm 
fresh air, free from the burned odor so often 
possessed by highly heated air coming directly 
from the hot air furnace or steam radiators. 
In the long run it is about as cheap as the 
ordinary method of direct radiation, and much 
more satisfactory. A plan like this is used 
in theaters and other places of public resort 
where large crowds gather and where the 
need of fresh air is fully recognized and pro- 
vided for. ; 

The initial expense of the blower system 
is the chief obstacle to be overcome by the 
average church. And yet after the officials 
have been convinced of its value they do not 
hesitate much about meeting the bills. 

Another advantage of this system which 
should not be overlooked is that with a blower 
or fan system the church can be kept cool in 
summer as well as warm and well ventilated 
in winter. Fresh air will absorb the moisture 
of the body which heats the air, and makes 
the room uncomfortable. That is the reason 
a breeze on a hot day is refreshing, and for 
the same reason clothes will dry quicker on a 
windy day than on a still day. After the air 
has absorbed all the moisture it can carry 
it must move on, and with a fan humming 
in the basement forcing fresh air through the 
church on a hot Sunday, there will be little 
discomfort from perspiration. The mechani- 
cal fan below will take the place of the palm 


‘leaf in the hands of the sweltering people in 


the pews, for both serve exactly the ‘same pur- — 
pose, to change the air so it can absorb more 
moisture and thus cool the body. If, when a 
church is being built, a little less money is 
spent for “ginger bread” ornamentation and 
the same money invested in a complete ventil- 
ating outfit, the health, alertness and joy of 
that congregation will be long, for they will 
be able to have an abundance of fresh air at 
each service. 

When it is out of the question to install 
such a plant, especially in school houses, small 
halls and churches, a simple device can be 
used which is explained in the illustration. 
A common scantling, planed and fitted into 
the window casing just beneath the lower 
sash, is bored with holes as indicated. The 
scantling is bored in from the outside and then 
down from the upper edge, the holes meeting 
in the middle. If a large auger is used and _ 
the holes are spaced an inch apart quite a 
large amount of air will come in through the 
holes without blowing directly upon anybody. © 
That is the purpose of having the holes at 
an angle. Inch boards could be nailed to- 
gether with openings in such a way that the 
air would be given an upward turn, which 


. 
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would avoid the direct “draft.” With all the 
windows fitted with ventilators of this kind 
there would be less bad air in the room at 
the end of the hour than if they were not used. 

The auditorium should be thoroughly aired 
after each service. Open the windows wide 
and let all the bad air blow away. If the Sun- 
day school is held before preaching, in the 
same room, by all means have the room thor- 
oughly ventilated before the preaching sery- 
ice begins. 

It would be a good plan to have the win- 
dows lowered during the opening part of the 
preaching service, While the congregation is 
standing, singing the hymn just before the 


vs 

sermon, drop the windows from the top and 
let the air blow in and fill the church. Then 
when the congregation is about to be seated 
close the windows as much as may be needed, 
There is less danger from “catching cold” 
when standing in a direct draft than when 
sitting. 

While the congregation may be made un- 
comfortable by the bad air, the preacher is 
really the principal victim. He needs more 
air because he is at work. Speaking acceler- 
ates the circulation, and makes a heavy draft 
upon on all the resources of the physical be- 
ing, just the same as manual labor, Therefore 
the preacher suffers much more from the 
bad air than any person in the audience for 
two reasons: 
requires more fresh air, and being on a plat- 
form above the level of the floor he must 
breathe the bad air over again when it is at 
its worst. It is litthe wonder that so many 
preachers feel utterly exhausted and perhaps 
have a headache by the time they finish a 
sermon. How they stand it Sunday after 
Sunday is one of the many wonders con- 
nected with the ministry. 

' The preacher may choose just the right 
theme, he may prepare with the utmost care, 
he may have his sermon,so well in hand that 
he can leave his notes at home and quote the 


He is making an exertion which: 


text from memory, his stomach and liver may 
be in fine working condition, and his nerves 
perfectly steady, and yet after he has been 
speaking for ten minutes he will be conscious 
of some uncanny power that is gripping at his 
brain, confusing his ideas and thoughts, caus- 
ing him to stumble in his delivery and fall 
far below what he knows he ought to do, He 
is not having a “free time” and he reproaches 
himself for lack of private devotion which is 
Supposed to insure freedom and ferveney in 
preaching, Some of the best points of his 
sermon slip out of place and in his mental 
struggle to drag them back he forgets and 
then begins to flounder, Te sees that many 
of his listeners are falling asleep and that dis- 
covery adds to his desperation, Ile must 
arouse them. With a frantic effort of will he 
drives his mind to, renewed exertions, but 
like an overloaded beast of burden he cannot 
make it go any faster, And so all through the 
sermon the*willing spirit within the preacher 
struggles with the unwilling flesh, but the flesh 
will not obey, At length, wearied, baffled, 
humiliated, haunted by the tormenting mem- 
ory of eloquent and burning words that he 
could not make his lips utter the preacher 
brings the service to a close, The people wake 
up, yawn, look sleepy, the preacher listlessly 
pronounces the benediction, and the congre- 
gation as listlessly dissolves, A thought flits 
through the preacher’s mind that perhaps after 
all there is some truth in the superstition that 
evil spirits haunt the air and that devils para- 
lyze the mind and tongue of the gospel mes- 
senger. He is not far wrong when he thinks 
the devil paralyzes the preacher but the devil 
in this instance is—bad air. 


A Providential Hen 


An unknown writer in one of our exchanges 
tells a good story illustrating the Christian 
doctrine of special providence, which doctrine, 
by the way, is being strongly challenged by the 
scientific temper of current religious thought. 
The story runs in this wise: 


“An infidel asked a preacher if in his experi- 
ence he had ever met anything like the story 
about Elijah fed by ravens. A bystander re- 
lated the incident from Hugenot history, when 
Charles IX was king of France, At the mas- 
sacre of St. Bartholomew, Pastor Merlin made 
his escape to a farm, just outside of Paris, and 
hid in a hay loft for days, afraid to move in 
search of food, lest he should be recognized 
and killed, At last he felt he could hold out 
no longer. It was a question whether to come 
out and perish by the sword or remain and 
perish by hunger. He resolved to venture out, 
but heard a noise at the door of the hay loft, 
Tremblingly he gazed in the direction of the 
sound and saw a hen, He waited until it went 
away, then found a large egg. It was soon 
eaten by the famishing man, Next day and 
the next he waited for the hen, but it did not 
return, Then-he ventured out and reached a 
place of safety; he learned that if he had gone 
out onthe day the hen paid its visit he would 
probably have been slain.” 
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A Prepared Message 


The second of a series of three articles on ‘*A Prepared Man,’’ ‘A Prepared Message,’’: ‘*A: Prepared People," 


The third article will appear in the February Exrosrror. 4 P’ 
By Charles L. Goodell, D. D., Pastor Calvary Methodist Church, New York, N, Y. 
Our subject opens up the whole question of “That cross like a far-seen beacon stands 
effective evangelistic preaching. “Fine form in In the midst of a world of sin, 
fit action” is a good definition of preaching as And stretched out are His bleeding hands 
an art, but the preaching which amounts to an To gather the wanderers in.” 
incarnation is of another sort. Preaching is If the spell of that cross is on you, you will 
not an end,—it is a means to an end. Hence pot lack for power. 
the object bulks larger than the subject. The 4 : 
value of a sermon is not in its form but in its 2, Our next concern is the form of the 
effect. What is a great speech? Ask the message. In evangelistic preaching the sim- 
Athenians and they will tell you it is the speech Plicity of the form has much to do with the 
which makes every citizen take up arms against force of the sermon, The thought should be 
Philip of Macedon; ask the Colonists and they direct and forceful, and the words such as be- 
will tell you it is the speech which makes every fit the thought. I heard a great lawyer plead 
man resolve, “Give me liberty or give me for the life of his client and 1 marked the 
death;” ask the man on trial for his life, and Words he used. Every man in the jury box 
he will tell you it is the speech which makes knew their meaning. Not a single word or 
him a free man. If you ask, “What is a great reference diverted their attention from the 
sermon?” you have already the key to the teat matter in hand. The speaker felt that it 
answer. The sermon which leads a man to Was life or death that day, and the dread al- 
forsake his sins, to give up his indifference, to temative lay in the venture of his speech. 
take up the work of a holy life,—that, by every When a preacher obtrudes his personality by 
standard of holy judgment, is a great sermon, Calling attention to his achievements and abil- 
no matter what the critics’: may say about it. ities, he dooms his cause. He is not speaking 
; as a critic nor as a literateur, He is only a 
1. The prerequisite for all successful preach- Voice. He must sink himself out of sight. 
ing is conviction. A man may not have many The value of his message is not in the haman 
articles in his creed, but he needs to have a  ¢lement but in the divine, It is his duty to 
few concerning which he has no doubt what- give it a fitting form, but he must never ob- 
ever. If one believes tremendously in these scure the “Thus saith the Lord,” which is the 
articles of religion—a man a sinner, Christ a basis of his message to dying men. Many of 
Saviour, the present the only safe time for the brightest preachers of our time are recast- 
reconciliation,—he will not be likely to go far img the form of their message. These men 
wrong on the other thirty-six articles. It is are liberal enough and literary enough not to 
the man of conviction who begets conviction. be classed with literalists and fanatics. I have 
The trouble with much of the criticism and Seen them come down from the most famous 
speculation of our ministry is that it develops PUlpits of our metropolis and walk down Fifth 
a temper of mind which unfits a man to preach Avenue and Broadway with thousands of the 
any truth with great power. It cuts the nerve ©Ommon people with them, and then when they 
of all religious zeal. The weapon of scepticism Teached our great squares they mounted dry 
is not the stiletto. but the sandbag. It con- 800ds boxes and preached Christ in a language 
fuses, benumbs and deadens. People miss the which laborers and loafers could understand, 
note of courage and conviction which once Jn many places the most cultivated men are 
swelled from the pulpit like a holy symphony, enouncing the scholarly ease of one essay a 
and they stand shivering about altars whose Week and are feeling a thrill of holy joy in 
fires have gone out. It is cold comfort for the Preaching from fhe tail of a cart or the curb 
man who goes to Church with his heart op- Of the street to the sinning and the poor the 
pressed by doubt and unbelief, to have his bur- Spel which the Master preached to the same 
den augmented at the preacher’s hand by the lass of people, and with the same simplicity, 
latest rationalistic speculation. The preacher An evangelistic sermon ought to be interest- 
is a prophet, but if he has no message, he has ing. It is not’ enough to have it orthodox, 
no function. He is a seer, but if he does not There ought to be something about it that will 
see he is an impertinence in the sight of God _ stir the interest of the listeners, otherwise it 
and man. The men of vision move the world. — will have little effect. One reason why so few 
The critics of the forms of things bring out of the unconverted go to evangelistic or regu- 
their microscopes and scalpels, but that is lar services is that there is so little that inter- 
nothing new under the sun and stars. The ests them. That could never be charged 
planets watched their ancestors in the days of _ against Whitfield or Beecher or Moody, An 
Moses and Jeremiah, and said, “Whither so unexpected turn of a sentence will arouse the 
fast, little men?” and God took care of the careless and indifferent. Sustained pathos or 
prophets. Let us be wise in our day. Sin and pleading or even eloquence wearies. Let us 
pain and heartache have not gone out of fash- study how to interest men that we may there- 
ion, and the remedy that the ages have tested by win them, 
is still the only safe one. If you look carefully Again, ours is a direct and eager age. It 
enough, you will see that the world’s gaze is asks for much in little, It is the age of small 
fastened on a hill and a cross. books, of short addresses, of thirty minute ser- 
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_ livery and application of the, message. 
- must have an evangelistic heart if you are to 
preach the evangel and preach it with a soul 
on fire. If you are not moved, no one else will 


- mons,—“with a leaning to the side of mercy.” 


Many an evangelistic sermon is too long. It 
dissipates the intérest which it aroused. It is 


_ a wise preacher who knows when to stop. Let 
us talk as if we meant it. Let us use our 


words like sunbeams,—condense them until 
they burn. When wise methods are aflame 
with love and zeal, men are likely to listen 
and come again. 

3. Of even greater importance than the 
form is the substance of our message. To the 
question “What shall I preach?” the answer 
comes, “The preaching that I bid thee.” Ifa 
man will use the suggestions of my article in 
the December Expositor on “The Prepared 
Man,” he will be likely to have a message 


which is his own, borne in upon his soul by~ 


the Holy Ghost. In general terms we are to 
preach Christ and him crucified, but that is a 
very broad theme. You may speak of suns 
and planets, but they are the work of his fin- 
gers. All moral law is from him, and all eth- 
ical maxims are embodied in him, who is the 
way, the truth and the: life. Nor is the cross a 
narrow theme, for there centers humanity and 
divinity, brotherhood and love, sacrifice and 
redemption. To press the matter a little fur- 
ther, we must center our preaching on Jesus 
Christ, our éxample and our Saviour. All 
theories of the Atonement aside, the great fact 
of the need of an Atonement will not down. 
His is the magic name. All our hopes center 
in his life and death and resurrection. These 
are to be preached, not as a matter of argu- 
ment but as a matter of experience. Important 
as the theory of the Virgin birth may be, 
“Were Christ ten times in Bethlehem born 
And not in me, my case were still forlorn.” 
“Knowest thou this thing of thyself, or did 
another tell it thee of me?” is the challenge 
which Jesus gives to every believer. A series 
of revival sermons should not be a course of 
Apologetics. If we happen to know one man 
of sceptical tendencies, it is folly to preach 
especially for him and disregard the. needs of 
hundreds of people who are not sceptics. As a 
matter of fact, our experience with the séep- 
tical and critical has shown us that nothing 
so moved them as actual experiences in the 
lives of common people. For them a testi- 


mony is better than an argument, and a fresh 


miracle in the transformation of a wicked life 
will bring conviction to a wavering heart. 


“There is doubtless need for instruction, and 


the teaching function of the pulpit must not 
be forgotten. But after all what we need is 
not so much more light as more sight. Peo- 
ple need to be urged to do the things they 
know to be duty. It is the will, and not sim- 
ply the intellect or the emotion that we must 
reach. Give us the appeal to conscience. Give 
us the blind man’s creed, “This I know, that 
whereas I was blind I now see.” Apply the 
Gospel, and the Gospel will do the rest. It 
has vindicated its claims by actual test among 
all classes of men for two millenniums. 

4. It remains to add a word about the de- 
You 


’ 


be The sermon must lead up to immediate 
decision. It must reach a climax and stop, 
and there must be grip enough in it to reach 
and hold men. -Isaac Walton says, “It is a 
great matter to take a trout early in your trial. 
It gives more heart.” And Jowett adds, “The 
joy of catching a soul is unspeakable. When 
we have got one soul, we become possessed by 
the passion for souls. Get one, and you will 
want a crowd.” Insist upon victory on the 
spot. We will hope that there will be results 
which do nof now appear, but some results we 
must have at the present time. Agonize for 
it until you cannot be denied. As we bleed 


_we bless and when- the world sees the marks 


of the nails in the preacher's palms it will be 
no longer faithless but believing. ; 


How a Scotch Treasurer Doubled 
the Collection 


There is a little story going the rounds 
which hits the Scotchman rather hard. “Why 
were half pence ever made?” asked the Scotch- 
man of an Englishman. “I don’t know,” re- 
plied John Bull, “unless it was to provide 
something small enough for a Scotchman to 
drop in the collection plate.” This is undoubt- 
edly fiction, for it is improbable that an Eng- 
lishman could ever make such a reply on the 
instant. 

There is no discount, however, on the 
shrewdness of the Scotchman, even if he is a 
little hard fisted sometimes. London Tidbits 
tells how the shrewdness of a Scotchman once 
aided in doubling a regular church collection: 

“Tn a small town in the Midlands there is a 
rich congregation which is not characterized by 
lavish liberality. 

“Time after time the minister has vainly ap- 
pealed to his people to contribute more gener- 
ously to the funds of the church. The mem- 
bers would, indeed, give something, but it was 
always the smallest silver coin of the realm 
that was placed on the plate. 

“A shrewd Scotchman who had recently 
come to the place and joined the church was 
not long in noticing this state of affairs, and a 
remedy soon suggested itself to his practical 
mind. 

““T'll tell you what,’ he said to one of the 
officials, ‘if you make me treasurer I’ll engage 
to double the collections in three months.’ 

“His offer was promptly accepted, and, sure 
enough, the collections began to increase until 
by the time he had stated they were nearly 
twice as much as formerly. 

“How have you managed it, Mr. Sandy- 
man?’ said the pastor to him one day. 

“‘Tt’s a great secret,’ returned the canny 
Scot, ‘but I’ll tell you in confidence. The folk, 
I saw, maistly gave threepenny-bits. Weel, 
when I got the money every Sabbath evening 
I carefully picked out the sma’ coins and put 
them by. Noo, as there’s only a limited num- 
ber of threepenny pieces in a little place like 
this, and as I have maist o’ them at present 
under lock and key, the folk maun give six- 
pences at least instead. That’s the way the 
collections are doubled.’” — 
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ILLUSTRATIVE DEPARTMENT 


Illustrations from Recent Events 
BY PAUL J, GILBERT 


THE NATION’S REAL HOME. 


(281) 
2 Ki. 20:15; Ps, 68:6. 

“T was a man grown before I visited Wash- 
ington, the capital of the nation. I was the 
guest of a member of the president’s cabinet. 
Riding with him -the first evening, when the 
moon was shining, we suddenly came upon the 
national capitol, and.I said.to my host, ‘What 
in the world is that?’ He said to me with a 
smile.as if he pitied me, ‘That is the capitol 
building, and that is the home of the nation.’ 

“TJ am sure he was right in a sense, because 
the building is magnificent and is in every 
way the worthy home of such a nation as 
ours, but I think I take issue with him after 
careful thought in his statement that the capi- 
tol building is the home of the nation.”—Dr. 
J. Wilbur Chapman. 


A TREACHEROUS RIVER. (282) 
Jno. 1519; Jas. 2:273-Jas.. 4:43 Jno, 2°155 
om. 12:2. 

There is a wide, shallow river in Arizona, 
the Ria Puerco, that has this peculiarity—its 
bed is nearly all quick-sand on which you 
may travel with safety providing you keep 
moving, but the instant a halt is made the 
treacherous sands begin to engulf you. How 
like the world that is! God never intended 
that we should tarry in it since “the fall.” 
The Christian must keep moving of become 
submerged in its sands, 


REJECTED. (283) 
WHO. O-a7sebs-o77107, eb. 1336, 

Because of the fact that she was afflicted 
with an incurable disease a young woman 
who landed in New York recently, was re- 
turned to her native town in Finland. The 
great American republic with all her money, 
brain power and greatness was unable to help 
this one who came to her doors seeking ad- 
mission. Isn’t it wonderful that no one is 
rejected who comes to Jesus Christ? The 
worse the condition’ of the sinner the more 

tender is His love when they come. 


THE SURETY OF Mieco at ae 
3 a 4 
Heb. 9:27; Rom. 6:23; Gal. 6:7; Hos. 8:7. 
On October 21, seismographs at Toronto 
and Washington registered an earthquake 
shock greater in violence than that which 
wrecked San Francisco. As no news of a 
disaster came to hand through ordinary chan- 
nels of communication it was assumed that 
the disturbance was submarine; but after the 
lapse of ten days the news came of the destruc- 
tion on October 21, by earthquake, of Kara- 
tagh in Bokhara with the- estimated loss of 
15,000 lives. The whole city was buried un- 
der a hillside which was shaken down upon it. 
The Book says that “he that soweth the 
wind shall reap the whilwind.” The sleek, 
ungodly may oftimes seem to contradict this 
prediction of the Lord God for a time but 
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the whirlwind is sure to appear. The seismo- 
graphs of men may fail, the record of God 
shall never fail to the extent of “one jot or 
one tittle.” 


IN DANGER FOR YEARS. (285) 
Gen. 19:17; Rom. 6:23; 1 Sam. 20:3; Rom. 8:6. 
A man in Newcastle, Pa., after “shooting” 
more than 5,000 oil wells with the deadly nitro- 
glycerine has at last’ abandoned the calling. 
For twenty-eight years he has been in almost 
constant danger of losing his life. The won- 
der is that he risked it so long. But it is 
more to be wondered at that men pursue the 
infinitely more hazardous way of sin and 
cannot be persuaded to abandon it before it 
is too late even though they see the inevitable 
end. In spite of the thousands of frightful 
wrecks they continue on in sin, thinking to 
escape until they are overtaken. Happy the 
man who hears the loving warning of God to 
flee from sin. 


NOW MARCH! (286) 

Eph. 6:11; Heb. 13:6; Jer. 1:8; Ezek. 2:6. 
The great sculptor, Donatello, when he had 
finished the splendid statue which he carved 
on the front of the Church of San Michele in 
Florence, waited for the judgment of the 
greatest living artist in sculpture, Michael An- 
gelo. And at last Michael Angelo came to 
look at it. There was St. George on his lofty 
pedestal. The master of all sculptors looked 
at it, and looked with long-continued gaze. 
The features were perfect, the figure faultless, 
the pose magnificent, the marble seemed to 
him alive. His eye glowed with rapture of 
admiration. The crowd around waited to 
hear what the master would say. At last his 
lips opened, and he exclaimed: ‘Now march.” 


* PLAYING AROUND A CORPSE. 
(287) 
Jno. 10:13; Matt. 25:45; 1 Jno. 2:15. 
Not long since in an American city a mother 
suddenly died with no one in the house but 
two small childrén who were found playing 
about the dead body about as unconcerned 
as if nothing had happened. But something 
more tragic and pitiful than this is" seen by 
the Saviour when he sees professing Chris- 
tians coming into constant daily contact with 
those who are “worse than dead” through 
sin, and neglecting to seek to turn their hearts 
to Him—nay even content— 
“To dance, to call, to break 
No canon of the social code, 
The little laws that lackeys make, 
The feeble decalogue of mode: 
How many a soul for these things lives 
With pious passion, grave intent, 
While heaven, careless handed, gives 
The things that are more excellent.” 


- SEEKING THE LOST. (288) 
Matt. 28:19; Luke 19:10; Matt. 22:9, 10. 
Dr. W. J. Dawson in urging the Christians 
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—— 


‘to go out and bring in the lost to Christ and 
the church, said: 
_ “When I visited the famous monastery of 
the monks of St. Bernard, in the Alps, I saw 
as I drew near, a great iron cross placed on 
an elevation overlooking the mountains. The 
hospice was brightly lighted; the trained dogs 
were intensely listening to catch the faintest 
cry for help and the monks stood girded and 
ready to go. 

“The lost traveller could not conle to them 
so they had to go after him.” 
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tT A CONVERTED INFIDEL, (289) 
Rom: 1:16; Heb. 7:25; 1 Tim. 1:15. 


If you had been in Toledo a few years ago 
and stood in the basement of the United 
Brethren Church you would have witnessed 
a strange scene. You would have seen an old 
man in his seventy-third year, with no other 
witness but God and the janitor consigning 
his books to the flames of the furnace. It 
was an infidel library, the accumulation of 
years and from every quarter of the earth, 
and the old white haired man was the once 
infidel Marshall Waggoner, who had as- 
sailed the Christ-faith all the way from youth 
to tottering old age, but whose heart God had 
touched and whose eyes God had opened, It 
did seem that all hope was taken away but 
God gloriously saved him. His Christian wife 
—God bless the faithful woman who keeps her 
trust in Christ in spite of all the ridicule and 
indifference of an unbelieving husband. She 
was true to the end, faithful unto death and 
on her dying bed she asked him to accept her 
-Savior. The spirit of his departed wife never 
left him. He fought against it but no use. 
He said he walked the floor at times like a 
4 maniac. At last he stood face to face with’ the 
real issue, the Waterloo of many a lost soul, 
the thing that’s keeping many of you away 
from God tonight, no matter what your pe- 
culiar difficulty may be. It was simply whether 
or no he could face the world. If at such a 
late hour he should renounce his infidelity and 
become a Christian man. He looked himself 
over from head to foot, thought of all the past 
and said he had never been a coward, and 
while his gramaphone, of which he was very 
fond was playing “Rock of Ages Cleft for 
Me,” he crept into the cleft of the riven rock 
| and the great God who saves to the uttermost 

“touched him and you could have gone to that 
: little church until recently when God called 
’ him home and you would have found him 
y earnestly working for God and weeping and 
} 
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praying that men might come to Christ. My 
brother, there’s all the hope in the world for 
you tonight if you will only get the victory 
‘ over your will. 


SETTLING QUESTIONABLE AMUSE- 

3 MENTS. (290) 

Gal. 5:6; Eph. 4:24; Phil. 2:13; Col. 3:2, 3, 23. 
A lady came to Mr. Moody one time and 

said, “Mr. Moody, I like to hear you preach, 

' but you are too narrow.” 

“Too narrow! Why?” : a 

; “Oh,” she said, “you think that a,Christian 
cannot have any fun. You think that a Chris- 
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tidn ought not to go to the theater, ought not 
to dance, ought not to play cards.” 

Mr. Moody said, “Did you ever hear me 
say that a Christian ought not to go to the 
theater?” 

“No,” she replied, “I never heard you say 
so, but I know you think so.” 

“Now” he said, “let me tell you I go to the 
theater whenever I want to.” 

She said, “You do? You are a much broader 
man than [ thought you were.” 

“Yes,” he said, “I go to the theater when- 
ever 1 want to, but I don’t want. I play cards 
every time I want to, but I don’t want. I 
dance every time I want to, but I don’t want. 
You could not draw me to a dance with an 
ox-team unless I went to try and do good to 
somebody who was there. I have something 
that is better!” , 

“When a person has a fountain of living 
water springing up within, what does he want 
with a mud-pool, I would like to know? What 
a fool a man is who thinks about a mud-pool 
when he can have clear, sweet, crystal water.” 


MINE FOR A BOTTLE OF 
WHISKEY. (291) 
Is. 55:2; Matt. 6:25; Matt. 26:15; Prov. 20:1. 


Some of the richest gold mines in America 
are in the neighborhood of Cripple Creek, Col- 
orado, from which it is estimated that gold 
has been taken worth over £30,000,000. Nearly - 
the whole of the land in which the best paying 
mines are situated was once owned by a man 
named Bob Womack, who is now sixty years 
of age, poverty-stricken, and lying waiting for 
death in a charitable institution at Colorado 
Springs. From a child Bob literally took no 
thought for to-morrow, but developed early 
in life a recklessness and a liking for drink 
that ultimately caused his ruin. He had a 
notion that gold was to be found on his farm, 
but was not believed. Before long practically all 
his farm was mortgaged, and had passed out 
of his hands. At last one hill only was left, 
which he was certain contained gold that he 
declared he would stick to under all circum- 
stances. But, driven crazy by the thirst for 
whiskey, and being without money, he went 
to a saloon and begged for a drink. It was 
refused -him, and the half-insane man stag- 
gered from saloon to saloon pleading for 
whiskey. Finally, he found a man who said 
he would sell him whiskey for Womack’s Hill. 
An exchange was made, the land passing from 
the owner to the saloon keeper for a bottle 
of whiskey. The hill obtained for a bottle of 
whiskey was soon known all over the world, 
and on its banks was built a city called Cripple 
Creek. Strong drink is indeed a mocker. 


GOLD 


PRACTICAL RELIGION. (292) 
Two little girls, going to school one morn-~ 


‘ing, noticed as they passed the church clock 


that the time was five minutes to nine, and ° 
they had yet some distance to walk. 

“Oh,” said one, “it only wants five minutes 
to nine! Let us kneel down and pray that we 
won't be late.” ‘ 

“Nay,” said the other; “I think we had bet- 
ter run along and pray as we go.” 

This little incident is an apt illustration of 


- 


% . 


ractical religion, 
esson that we must always adapt ourselves 


to what we pray for, 


A CHRISTIAN BUSINESS MAN, 
. (203) 


Matt. 10: 32; Act 20; 20, 26, 27. 

During the Chapman meetings in a western 
eity the president of a large insurance com- 
pany called together his 76 office employees 
and said to them: “I’m your employer but 
I'm also a Christian and your friend and I 
want to ask you if you are not already right 
with God to give the subject your earnest con- 
sideration,” In speaking of the matter after- 
ward he said to one of Dr, Chapman's leuten- 
ants, “From. that day to this there has been 
a new spirit among our employees=a_ spirit 
of kindliness and co-operation, Many of the 
girls in our employ made a confidant of my 
private secretary, who was an elderly Chris- 
tian woman and were helped by her counsel 
and sympathy, Nearly the entire office force 
are now Christians,” : 


UNUSED POWER, 

Aet 7:7; Luke 11:13; Jno. 16; 24. 

A Chautauqua lecturer made this statement 

that attracted my attention; “At the World’s 

Exposition in Philadelphia there was prac- 

tically no electrical exhibit, The power was 

in existence, but we were not faking it!” The 

illustration is an old one, but if we are not 

today taking the Power of God it but increases 
our guilt, 


(204) 


ANGER; 
Col. 3:8; Ep, 4:26; Matt. 5:22, 
Anger is like a drop of acid on silver, Wipe 
it off immediately, and no harm may be done, 
Let it remain over night and the vessel is 
marred, 


‘A CHILD'S INFLUENCE, (296) 
Ts, 11:6; 2 Sam, 12: 23, : 

T have read the story of a man upon whom 
the drink habit had fastened its terrible grip; 
it took his wife and child from a beautiful 
home to a miserable garret, One day a mes- 
sage came to him while in a drunken stupor, 
saying to him that if he wanted ta see his 
little boy alive he must come at once, It 
sobered him instantly, and going home he 
found his boy with but an hour-of life before 
him, Te had been playing in the street and 
“wis run over by a large wagon and terribly 
erushed, As the father came and knelt at the 
cot, the little fellow took*his hand and said, 
“Father, T can't die till you promise me you 
will give up your sin and meet me and mamma 
in heaven,” “And,” said the man, “with his 
hand in mine I promised God I'd make an 
honest effort to give up my sin, and promised 
my boy Ud meet him in the better world, and 
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. ever since that time I have felt the clutch of 
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my little boy's hand 
higher, and T know 
heaven at last,” 


pwling me higher and 
can't help reaching 


FISHING. 
=) 2 Tim, 2:15; Matt, £10, for) 
A well 


known English prea t 
one time when he was oh or fniiag expotition 
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Tt teaches us the useful he came to a fisherman’s hoaee on whi was 


age us 


nailed this notice; “Flies with which to catch 
fish in this locality.” Nothing about bait for — 
fish in any other section was mentioned. oe 
That’s the way to fish for men. Study your 
local problem and get bait suitable for it. 


A HERO OF THE CROSS. (298) — 

2 Cor, 11:23-27; 2 Tim, 3: 12; Heb, 11: 30. 

“Recall the 21 years. Give me back all its 
experiences, Give me its shipwrecks, Give 
me its standings in the face of death, Give 
it me surrounded with savages, with spears 
and clubs, Give it me back again with Spears 
flying about me, with the club knocking me 
to the ground—give it me back, and I will 
still be your missionary."—James Chalmers. 


A MORAL SUICIDE, (209) 
Heb, 2:3; Heb, 10: 26-27; Jno, 12:30. 
“T flung away the keys that might 
Have open set the golden shrines of day, 
But clutch the keys of darkness yet. 


“T hear the reapers singing, go into God's har- 
vest; 
I that with them might have chosen here 
below, . 
Grope shuddering at the gates of hell.” 


He was not an old man of whom I am 
speaking now}; in fact, he was not past 30, but 
he was dying. To the physician who sat by 
his side and who himself .was an earnest 
Christian, he said: “Doctor, I have missed it 
now at last,” and when the doctor asked him 
what it was he had missed he said, “I have 
missed the salvation of my soul.” “But,” said 
the doctor, “there’s time enough now; you 
know that some came at the eleventh hour.” 
“Yes,” was the reply, “but my eleventh hour 
has long since passed. Six months ago I 
heard the voice of God and felt the strivings 
of His spirit; something said to me, ‘make 
sure of this matter now, don’t put it off, now 
is the accepted time,’ but I did not do what 
I knew I ought to do, I grieved and insulted 
the Holy Spirit and bargained away my day 
of grace, and now for the life of me I can’t | 
believe in the mercy of God for me.” 

The doctor spoke words of mercy, and told 
him of the long suffering of God, but the 
young man, gasping for breath, said, “It’s no 
use, doctor, for I can’t believe it is for me,” 
and as the a of death came over him he 
turned his glassy eyes to the ceiling above and, 
with a ring of agony, he cried, “My God! if 
I could only believe; if I could only believe; 
if I could only believe!” and with this despair- 
ing cry his soul went up to meet his long 
neglected and forgotten God. 


THE CHURCH, 

Matt, 13:30; Jno. 6: 70; 
Eph. 6:23 1 en Sia 

“I know some of you will say that there 
some church members who are not as gor 
they might be, and 1 know it; but I know 

that members of the church will be # 
oe you to be associated with 
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harsh critic—T have known all kinds of peo- 
ple in all stations of English life, and the 
_kindliest and best and justest people that I 
have ever known have been those who were 
of the church of Jesus Christ!’ And I say to 
you that the church will help you, and church 
members will help you.”—Dr. W. J. Dawson. 


A STRANGE RESCUE. (301) 
Matt. 18:5; Luke 10:16; Mk. 9:37. 

Among the extraordinary experiences of the 
terrible hurricane at Galveston several years 
ago, was that of an eighf-year-old boy, Ray 
Ayers, who while afloat on a raft passed a box 
containing a baby and small child floating in 
the water. He rescued the children, but found 
that the additional weight was too heavy. He 


~ came upon a tioating stable with two bales of 
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hay lying above the surface of the water. 

Placing the box with the children in the hay, 
he finally managed to reach the home of his 
married sister, whom he found mourning the 
loss of her baby and small child. When the 
waters subsided the boy hunted out the 
wrecked stable and, strange to say, found the 
two children unharmed and sleeping soundly. 
Not until then did he discover that they were 
the children of his sister. 

»Perhaps we may learn, when we gather at 
our Father’s house, that those whom we have 
helped to save were the sons and daughters 
of those whom we loved. The “nobody” whom 
we loved and helped for Christ’s sake may 
have been used to redeem those of our loved 
ones, with whom we seemed to have no in- 
fluence. 


Illustrations from a Traveler’s 


Note Book. 


Rev. Wilbur F, Crafts, Ph. D. 

The key to abundant illustrations is in these 
two questions: What doctrine or duty that I 
am to present needs illustration to make it 
clearer or more impressive? What is it like, 
(1) in Scripture, (2) in nature, (3) in com. 
mon life, (4) in history, (5) in poetry? With 
those two keys the Sunday School lessons of 
a whole year, assigned to forty-eight extem- 
porized classes at the Sunday School of a 
Chautauqua, were every one of them in less 
than an hour furnished with sufficient illustra- 
tions. 

For harvesting a general store of illustra- 
tions, use an opposite course. As you go about 
at home or abroad, ask each evening: “What 
have I seen today that is like some Christian 
truth I may some time wish to illustrate?” 


HOW HUMAN LIVES ARE WRECKED. 

Approaching Australia, we saw a British 
warship stranded on a coral reef, built by a 
sea creature so small it is often called an in- 
sect. In order to get off, it was necessary to 
unload much of its cargo and supplies. The 


officers had been all off guard at breakfast, 


with only a gunner at the wheel, when the 
ship ran aground. It was finally pulled off by 
a mighty struggle of its engines at high tide. 
What is it like? Like the human lives 
recked by the accumulation of little sins that 
en into a tendency and then into a habit. 
a man is wrecked by ceasing to watch 
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keenly against the perils about him, He is 
wrecked while he indulges his appetite. And 
he. can only escape by unloading many follies 
and sins, and struggling with divine help -for 
deliverance. 


SHOOT THE LEPROUS HAND. (302) 

At our first Australian landing we heard of 
a leprous Chinaman who was being transferred 
with other lepers from a Lazarettovon Friday 
Tsland to another on Peel Island. While the 
leper was being put on board ship, the super- 
intendent in charge of him had o€casion to 
turn his back to his charge just as they were 
passing through the kitchen, whereupon the 
Chinaman seized a knife lying at hand and 
raised it to stab the superintendent. ‘The alert 
cook seized a revolver and instantly shot the 
Chinaman through the wrist, and the knife 
fell harmless to the floor, 

What is it lke? Like the action citizens 
should take in swiftly shooting, not with bul- 
lets, but with ballots, the leprous hands that 
hold aloft the knife of intemperance or im- 
punity to destroy our youth. 


A CHILDISH, SAVAGE, BRUTAL HABIT. 
(303) 
Several illustrated advertisements of liquors 
were noted i in Australia that were in the nature 
of unconscious confessions. In one, . two 
drunken young men were pictured in the baby 
pouch of a Kangaroo, suggesting the childish- 
ness of thus surrendering reason to appetite. 
The Kangaroo itself represents arrested de- 
velopment. Except in Australia the marsupials 
are considered an extinct geologic. species of 
an outgrown stage of evolution. Another ad- 
vertisement of “Boomerang Brandy,” illus- 
trated by the savage head of an Australian ab- 
original, suggests that drink is a savage vice 
that rouses the savage element in human na- 
ture, which the will holds down in sober hours, 
Intoxicants are indeed boomerangs that may 
wound others, but come back in deadly power 
also on the man who handles them, In a Syd- 
ney “public house” there are bottles in the win- 
dows that are mounted like cannon, which can 
hardly fail to remind men of clear brains that 
the bottle kills more soldiers than bullets, and 
is more to be feared by us all, No invasion 
has done America so much harm-as the beer 
invasion, which is now the special peril of 
China and Japan. There is also in Australia 
an advertisement of “Revolver Whiskey.” Re- 
volvers have indeed been the instruments of 
fewer suicides and murders than whiskey bot- 
tles. Australia also has a “Zigzag Brewery,” 
giving to patrons fair warning of the way it 
will lead them. 


PRODIGAL WASTE OF TIME, (304) 
The words of Christ, “Salute no man by the* 
way,” have seldom, if ever, been used’ as a 
text, but there is no better text with which 
to reprove the prodigal waste of time in 
formal social functions all over the world, 
What it was that Christ forbade, one can see 
in Japan, when six people meet and each bows’ 
low and slow three times to each of the others. 
The Bible commands us to “be courteous,” but 
forbids such useless waste of time in social 
formalities. A missionary secretary, who had 
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ifispected the missions of his board in India, 
exclaimed indignantly at their adoption of the 
foolish custom of that country of stopping 
work to drink tea in mid-forenoon and mid- 
afternoon, squandering enough precious hours 
on this unhygienic custom to save many a soul. 
There is much of the same waste in China 
and Japan, but in tea pauses Australia beats 
the world. Even railroad trains stop, not only 
for the three regular meals, but five times 
more.in each twenty-four hours for tea or 
worse drinks, many passengers rising twice 
from sleep in the night for tea and bon bons. 
In the United States there is a similar waste 
in daily dressing for dinner, which is often 
prolonged so late into the evening as to rob 
the mind of a lecture or the soul of a prayer 
meeting. And Saturday evening, once the 
thoughtful “Preparation” for the Sabbath, all 
the world seems now agreed to squander in 
“gregarious chattering” up to the stroke of 
midnight, breaking the Sabbath on its Satur- 
day wall by thrusting the sleeping hour well 
on toward Sunday noon. All this and much 
more in the social life of today violates the 
great law principle »in Christ’s command, 
“Salute no man by the way,” and also the 
more specific statement of the same law, “Re- 
deeming the time because the days are evil.” 


ONLY ONE TALENT. (305) 


One of the best stories told at the Shanghai 
Missionary Conference was of a man who said 
he was afraid he was going to be of no use 
in the world because he had only one talent. 
“O, that need not discourage you,” said his 
pastor. “What is your talent?” “The talent 
of criticism.” “I advise you to do with it 
what the man of one talent in the parable did 
with his. Criticism is often useful when mixed 
with other talents, but those whose only ac- 
tivity is to criticise the workers might as well 
be buried, talent and all.” 


SHALL BRAIN OR MUCOUS MEM- 
BRANE RULE? (306) 
The organ of the Y. M. C. A. says: “To 
men who know the inside of college life, one 
of the greatest needs seems to be to stem the 
tide of sin of the flesh among college men. 
‘Tntellectual_ difficulties’ in the way of the 
Christian life are as nothing compared to this. 
After a talk on sin at a Pennsylvania college, 
one hundred and fifty men crowded into the 
enquiry room, confessing sin in an agony of 
conyiction.” It was probably the same college 
to whose students the writer said: Whatever 
excuse for drinking and kindred indulgences 
may be made in the case of the ignorant whose 
minds are undeveloped and who have small 
capacity for higher enjoyments, there is no 
excuse for students with-trained brains being 
dominated by the mucous membrane. Parents 
and teachers should realize that they can and 
should head off the vices by cultivating early 
a capacity for the higher forms of enjoyment. 
They should also be careful not to start the 
habit of leaning on stimulants by giving even 
tea or coffee to growing youth. Tell your boy 
Coffee ts a crutch, that the old and weak may 
be excused for using, but what need has a 
strong healthy boy for a crutch? 
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ONE RIGHT WAY FOR PREACHERS TO 
INFLUENCE POLITICS. (307) 


Count Okama, Japan’s “Grand Old Man,” 
has recently published reminiscences of three 
great Americans he has met, namely, Dr. Ver- 
beck, the first missionary to Japan; Gen, U, S. 
Grant, and Hon. Wm. J. Bryan. Of Dr. Ver- 
beck he says: “Besides his educational work 
(founding the Imperial University), he made 
a great suggestion to the Japanese Government 
which should be written in our history indel- 
ibly. A mere suggestion it seemed; it was, in 
fact, an auroral light cast upon Japan. It was 
nothing less than the sending of the Great 
Embassy to the foreign countries, which was 
effected in 1871. The handful of civilization 
which these brought home was set in the 
ground, the seed of which has since bloomed, 
And it was from his suggestion, submitted to 
me, that the toleration of the Christian re- 
ligion was accomplished. In that hé did a 
great work as a missionary.” While China, 
where Roman Catholic archbishops have 
claimed the power of viceroys, and where gun- 
boats have been too closely associated with 
missions, illustrates how not to do it in the 
relation of missionaries to governments, Japan, 
in which there has been no armed force be- 
hind the missionary and no missionary med- 
dling in native lawsuits, but from the first an 
intimate relation of missionaries and officials 
in counsel and confidence, illustrates for both 
the foreign and home fields how the relations 
of Isaiah and Hezekiah, of Nathan and David 
may and should be repeated in our times. 


COMPENSATIONS. (308) 
Emerson's essay on “Compensations,” show- 
ing how seeming loss is constantly offset by 
compensating gains, finds new illustration in a 
missionary tour undertaken with no regard to 
health or pleasure that proves to have been 
the very best means to secure both of those 
results—more so than tours undertaken only 
for these selfish purposes. The path of real 
pleasure is found only by those who take the 
path of duty. 


REVIVAL SERMONS AND OUTLINES. 


I want every reader of ‘Current Anecdotes” to have 
a copy of “One Hundred Revival Sermons and Out- 
lines.” If you wifl sign the blank on page xxxi, and 
after receiving the book you read three of the 100 
sermons, and do not feel stirred to tackle the revival 
or special services in your church, simply drop me a 
line and say send postage so that I may return “One 
Hundred Revival Sermons," and I'll pay the postage 
out of my own pocket, This book is well worth $2.50, 
the price at which it is listed, but I am going to give 
you an opportunity to get it at $2.00, Two ditions 
sold ina yearand a half and halfof the third gone 
now. Some have said that one of the sermons was 
worth the price of the book, Sent on approval. 
colored pages in front. 


F. M. BARTON, Publisher, Cleveland, O. 


LITTLE BIBLES, 


What are the twelve arearent chapters in the Bi- 
ble? You should think of Psalm 23, etc, That ques- 
tion was asked thousands of Christian workers, The 
consensus of their opinion is incorporated in the 
twelve greatest chapters being published in a little 
booklet. With the help of my preacher friends I 
have distributed over 50,000, through mention of 
them in my Preacher's Magazine, 

Bound in tag-board covers, suitable for pocket—1o0 
for 1s¢ postpaid; 25 for 3o0c; 50 for ssc, and 100 


$1 postpaid. It makes a tract that 
fo fective F. M. BARTON, Cleveland, ©. 
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Illustrations from “Thirsting for the Springs.” 
H. JOWETT 
K. Life-Emurian, 
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x ENVIRONMENT. (300) 


The hostility of my surroundings shall not 
hinder my spiritual growth. My gardener said 
to me two or three weeks ago: “I have got 
some ‘shoots in the frame; we must have them 
covered up before the winter comes.” And 
now the gardener has supplied the shield, and 
the tender shoots are growing in spite of the 
unfriendly air without. 


KNOW HIM. (310) 

Let us note, then, that in the Christian Scrip- 
tures the word “know” has a far deeper sig- 
nificance than it receives in common life, In 
human relationships an introduction to another 
person appears to entitle us to claim that we 
know him. A nodding acquaintance in the 
street appears to establish a similar claim. “Do 
you know So-and-so?” “Yes; I met him at a 
friend’s house for a few minutes a year ago.” 
This kind of knowledge has little or no sig- 
nificance. It has no content. It is a mere 
superficies, a thing without depth. It is not im- 
plicated with anything vital. We might lose 


* it, and its absence would in no wise impair the 


volume or quality of our personal life. Such 
knowledge and such life are in separate com- 
partments, and have no more relationship than 
exists between the first and third-class pas- 
sengers in an ordinary train. Anyone who ap- 
proaches the New ‘Testament must leave that 
conception of knowledge far behind if he would 
enter into the interpretation of the truths and 
means of grace. For the peril abounds that 
men and women do take the shallow speech of 
the world, with all its impoverished content, 
and use it as their measure for the profound 
and sublime speech of the Bible. I sometimes 
wince at the almost careless way in which the 
question is frequently asked, “Do you know 
Jesus?” and at the almost flippant affirmative 
in which it is frequently answered. It is too 
frequently the speech of the Street, the recog- 
nition of a common nod, which is suggested, 
and not the vital far-searching speech of the 
Son of God. Let us use a great word greatly, 
and settle with ourselves that this word “know” 
is marvelously deep, and that no man has eyer 
touched the bottom, 


OBEY (311) 

When one man obeys another it is implied 
that he subjects his will to the will of the other, 
and works in harmony with its demands. The 


“oarsmen in our University boats have to sub- 


ject their wills to the will of the strokesman, 
whose stroke determines and controls the rest. 
The oarsmen have but one will. That is obe- 
dience, a will attuned to the will of another, 
and without that. attuning of the will no 
knowledge of Christ can ever be gained. “He 
that saith, I know Him, and keepeth not His 
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not 
in him.” 


SPIRITS AND SPIRIT. (312) 
Too often resort is made to the “waters of 
the earth.” We try to allay a spiritual thirst 


by a carnal draught. When Newman in his 
early life was burdened with the sense of 
his own shortcomings in the presence of his 
Lord, and his letters home lacked their usual 
buoyancy, his mother wrote to him: “Your 
father and I fear very much from the tone of 
your letters that you are depressed. We fear 
you debar yourself a proper quantity of wine,’ 
That is a type of suggestion which is often 
made to people who are troubled with spiritual 
unrest. 
WELL OF ETE RN: ATS LEE Wve aie) 

“The water that I shall give you shall be in 
you a well.” It is the gift of internal energy ; 
the resources are within us, 1 stood a little 
while ago in the fine old ruin of Middleham 
Castle, I passed beyond the outer shell, and 
beyond the inner defences into the keep, and 
there in the innermost sanctum of the venerable 
pile was the old well. The castle was in- 
dependent of outside supplies. If it were he- 
sieged it had resources of water at its own 
heart. ‘The changing seasons made no differ- 
ence to the gracious supply. That is the pur- 
pose of our Master in placing the “well” with- 
in us. He wants to make us independent of 
external circumstances. 


SAVING THE WASTED. — (314) 
We are especially to look at things that ap- 
pear to be useless, lest they turn out to be the 
raw material of the garments of Heaven. Sir 
Titus Salt, walking along the quay of Liver- 
pool, saw a pile of unclean waste. He saw it 
with very original eyes, and had the vision of 
a perfected and beautiful product, He saw the 
possibilities in discarded refuse, and he bought 
the opportunity. That is perhaps the main 
business of the successful citizen of the King- 
dom, the conversion of waste, 
HEAVENLY WARMTH. (315) 
I notice that some of the municipal authori- 
ties in Canada, during the recent extraordinary 
severity of the weather, made great fires in 
the streets, that the poor might gather around 
them and have the frost taken out of their 
paralyzed limbs. And is not that a figure of 
what happened in the olden days, when_the 
Christ of God moved amid the streets of man? 
Was not He like a great hearth-fire, round 
which the consciously-cold gathered for cheer 
and warmth? “Then came all the publicans 
and sinners for to hear Him.” Tow beautiful 
it is that they drew near to the heavenly flame 
and felt revived, 


CANDLE OR SMALL LIGHTS, (316) 

Men need our light in their perplexities and 
bewilderments. And don’t let us think that 
we need to be “stars” in order to shine. It 
was by the ministry of a candle that the woman 
recovered her lost piece, the one or two talent 
is the candle people, the one or two talent 
people, who are of most service in this sphere. 
It is possible to find a diamond by the aid of 
a match. I think it is likely that when all 


things are reckoned up, and the wonderful 
labours of life are all made known, it will be 
found that the candle-folk have discharged a 
wonderful ministry in guiding poor, sick, lost 
pilgrims to the Saviour’s feet. We are called 
upon to be “burning and shining lights,” “chil- 
dren of light.” 


LITTLE STUMBLING BLOCKS, 

(317) 

Now it is usually little things that cause us 
to stumble. I do not fall over a beer barrel, 
but I slip over a piece of orange peel. I have 
never stumbled over a bale of cotton, but. if 
one flag in the pavement projects a third of 
an inch, I may be brought to grief. I can 
avoid the bigger thing; I am careless about the 
trifles. The little things cause me to stumble. 
“Look carefully how ye walk.” Recollect the 
importance of details. Life is made up of steps 
and incidents and trifles. “He that is faithful 
in that which is least is faithful also in much.” 


‘A CHRISTIAN’S WALK. (318) 


One way to attain unto a fine walk is to hold 
company with those that possess it. I think I 
have noticed when a soldier lad has come home, 
and he is met by one or two of his old com- 
rades, that as they walk down the streets to- 
gether, with the hero in the middle, the two 
mates unconsciously seek to throrw off their 
slouch, and attempt the step and the dignity 
of their much-drilled and well disciplined 
friend. We, too, shall strive after a finer car- 


riage if we hold company with our Lord. “Oh, 
for a closer walk with God!” 
SECTARIANISM. (319) 


There is nothing so cramping and belittling 
as a severe and walled-in sectarianism. Sec- 
tarianism, with no windows opening out into 
wider fellowships, can produce nothing higher 
than spiritual dwarfs. Whenever I wish to 
gain an instance of enlightened sectarianism, I 
turn to the third chapter of the Gospel of St. 
John. “There- was a man of the Pharisees, 
named Nicodemus.” A sectarian, indeed! “The 


same came to Jesus—” Sectarianism, then, 
with an open window; sectarianism with a 
healthy, inquisitiveness; sectarianism with a 


hunger for light! “The same came to Jesus!” 
Sectarianism in fellowship, seeking treasure be- 
yond itself! “There was a man of the Congre- 
gationalists, named ! the same came to a 
Methodist!” “There was a man of the Metho-~ 


dist, name ——; the same came to an Episco- 
palian.” “There was a man of the Quakers, 


named ; the same came to a Catholic.” 
“There was a man of the Episcopalians, named 
; the same came to the Salvation Army.” 
“Look not every man on his own things, but 
every man also on the things of others.” Should 
we be the losers by this sympathetic imagina- 
ation? If we sought to realize one another’s 
positions, to gain one another’s point of view, 
to understand one another's outlook, and to 
discover one another’s purpose and aim, should 
we be the poorer for the fellowship? If among 
all the denominations we sought for the larg- 
est common denominator, would not the ex- 
planation be productive of great spiritual 
wealth? ; 
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‘Preacher's Scrap Book 
By Wm. Barnes Lower. : 


SAVING CINDERS. (320) 
The teacher of the primary department of 
the Sunday School was listening to the recital 
of some Scripture texts. John responded in 
hesitating speech, “Jesus Christ came into this 
world to save cinders.” At the request of 
the teacher, again Johnnie recited his verse, 
“Jesus Christ came into the world to save 
cinders.” ‘After all is said, the one who knows 
most about human natures knows that we are 
only burned out cinders. God thought us 
worth saving, Cinders are being put to a 
great many uses and for certain things are of 
exceptional value.» Mixed with cement they 
make a most durable walk. Take an old 
human cinder, pelt him in a good environment, 
throw about him influences that will lift him 
up, and you have changed him from a thing 
to be trod upon to a thing to be admired. As 
in every cinder, there are small combustible 
particles which are good, so in human cinders 
there is a spot, which if touched with the Di- 
vine flame, will burst into new life. 


HANDS MUTE EVIDENCE, — (321) 
A young man was arrested for gambling 
When brought before the court the young man 
claimed that he was not a gambler but a silk 
weaver of Paterson and that he worked hard, 
The Judge became suspicious and asked the 
prisoner to hold out his hands. After glane- 
ing at them the Judge replied, “thirty days.” 
It is not hard to distinguish between the hand 
of a weaver and that of a gambler. Helen 
Keller tells us that in shaking hands with 
strangers the first impressions which she re- 
ceives are not physical but psychical. She tells 
us that it is not whether the hand is cold or 
hot, clammy or dry, large or small, but that it 
is tender or rude, kind or unkind. A young 
man who was made to work in the penitentiary 
to which he had been sentenced for a term of 
years, said as he started, “This is the first hard 
work these hands have ever done.” Little 
wonder that the young man brought up at last 
at the penitentiary. The great blessing of earth 
is work, and the great fortune of all great lives 
has been hard work, Faith in God and hard 
work never led ,any one to the jail-yard. 


VENEER. (322 

Ever since the Egyptian obelisk in. Central 
Park, New York, was treated to a coating of 
paraffin many years ago, in the hope of stay- 
ing the ravages of the weather on the soft, 
porous stone, that method has been more or 
less in favor as a preservative of sandstone 
structures in this climate. The crumbling 
gravestones in old Trinity Church yard have 
just been giv en a coating of wax with the same 
end in view. The monument to Alexander 
Hamilton has been cleaned, restored and 
treated in this way. With a renewal of the 
waxen filling every 15 or 20 years the land- 
marks, it is said, will endure for centuries. 
Time is a heartless destroyer. A religious na- 
ture, a spiritual character, alone can stay, and 
that’ but a limited spell, the ravages of time, 
Time taxes our health, our limbs, our faeul- 


; 
é 
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ties our strength and our features. A spirit 
filled soul within throws a mantle of peace and 
quict over the fevered and restless parts of our 
physical nature. The quiet and peace of the 
religious soul is felt through all parts of our 
natural body. What a beneficent veneer God 
has provided for every labor burdened soul. 
‘This veneer is the peace of God, 


STRANGE PLOWING. (323) 

A common everyday farm plow was used re- 
cently in unloading a cargo of nitre from the 
hold of a vessel as she lay at a San Francisco 
dock, The entire 1500 tons of nitre had frozen 
into one solid mass and was very hard, Ex- 
plosives could not be used and picks and 
shovels were too slow. As a joke a bystander 
suggested they use a plow. A good-sized plow 


“was secured and it loosened the nitre as. fast 


as a big gang could shovel it into the steel 
bucket. This is probably the only instance on 
record where a ship’s cargo was discharged in 
this way. There are sins which have hard- 
ened down in the hold of the human heart. 
The only instrument with which to uproot 
them is the keen plow-share of the gospel. In 
an age when men move by steam and think by 
electrical energy, nothing short of the mighty 
spiritual forces of God can keep pace with the 
progress of sin, destroy the rank growth of 


evil in our social life, and render the soul of - 


men fallow. If you are tired of sin and really 
want to give it up, don’t stop to spade up a 
corner of your soul here and there, but put 
in the gospel plow-share and do it right. 


“THE RED ROSE*CLAUSE.” (324) 
A special committee from a church in Read- 
ing, Pa., went to Philadelphia recently to visit 
a resident of that city and to pay him a “red 
rose” as a rental due the heirs, for the ground 
on which their present edifice now stands. The 
annual feast of roses in commemoration of the 
“red rose clause” in the deed for the-land on 
which the edifice is built, was held in the church 
recently and the choicest rose selected for the 
payment of the rental.. Every year this rose 
is sought for the payment of the rental. Would 
that all might seek as faithfully Him who said, 
“IT am the rose of Sharon and the lily of the 
valley.” - This clause God has put into His 
Book, his great contrast with man. .He only 
asks that we seck the Rose of Sharon and 
thereby seal the terms of the contract. 


DOING OVERTIME. (325) 

A sad story comes from Alabama of a 
woman who died recently in the penitentiary. 
By a mistake a court clerk wrote “years” in- 
stead of “months” in a sentence imposed by 
the court, and a young girl served 20 years for 
a 20 months sentence, dying just before the 
term was up. The mistake was only recently 
discovered and a bill was introduced into the 
legislature to pay the mother of the girl for 


‘the overtime served. Satan is a hard master. 


No one ever followed Satan, but what he de- 
manded of them overtime. Many a young man 
and woman is doing overtime because of the 
folly of sin. No one ever worked for Satan 


who came out even. As a master Satan is bad, 


his work is worse and his wages worst of all. 
Those who sin for gain can never expect to 


get gain out of their sin. All the sweetness 
that you think you have enjoyed under Satan 
will be turned to bitterness and remorse in 
the final settlement. If you are following Satan, 
stop long enough to consider if you are doing 
overtime. Jf you are, cut Satan out of your 
acquaintance. : 


SPIRITUAL ICEBERGS. (326) 

Icebergs are always a menace to transatlan- 
tic lines bound to Atlantic coast ports. Wire- 
less apparatus installed on most of the trans- 
atlantic passenger liners has proved of ines- 
timable value to steamships, in enabling them 
to transmit to one another the location of ice- 
bergs or derelicts seen in their path. But what 
is to be said of the spiritual icebergs in our 
churches? Like the iceberg in mid-ocean you 


_can detect their presence by the chilliness 


around them. They move so slowly in spiritual 
matters that they give everything a cold chill. 
Ice is one of the most gracious gifts of God 
to man but there are places where it is out of 
place. -A heated furnace in the cellar can 
never melt icebergs in the pew. The dynamic 
of the gospel, the cross of Christ is the only 
power that can heal up these spiritual icebergs 
in the church. 


MY. CROSS. (327 

A girl who thought her cross the hardest of 
all to bear, dreamed that she was led into a 
great store room where crosses were kept. 
She laid down her own and began to look for 
a better one. Seeing a cross of roses, she took 
it up, but the thorns pricked her ‘shoulders: 
and hands. Next she saw a cross of pure gold, 
The attendant laid it on her shouldérs, but it 
was heavier than she could carry. One after 
another, various crosses were tried. Some 
were too rough and hurt her; some too smooth, 
and slipped off her shoulder. Finally, she 
neared the door and had found no cross that 
fitted her. Seeing one on a table, she took it - 
up; it just fitted. It seemed to have been 
made for her. She said, “I’ll take this one.” 
“That,” said the attendant, “is your own old 
cross which you laid down when you came in 
to get a new one.”—H. V. Tanner. 


REAPING HIS OWN CROP. (328) 


An incident given in the Adult Bible Class 
Monthly forcibly illustrates the text, “What- 
soever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” 
The story is told by a man in a Sunday School 
class: 

“When I was a young man on the farm,” he 
said, “I had a quarrel with our neighbor, a 
crusty old man, with whom few people could 
get along. One dark night, out of mere spite,~ 
I slipped over to his place and sowed a whole 
field with the seed of Johnson grass. Now, 
in Texas, there is nothing the farmer dreads 
more than Johnson grass. It grows rank, and — 
spreads rapidly, and when once started, it can 
be got off the place only with a grubbing hoe 
and spade—mighty hard work, 1 can tell you. 

“Well, that neighbor’s field was a mass of 
Johnson grass the next year, and I smiled to 
think how I had got revenge. But the tables 
were turned, c 

“Tn due time I fell in love with the old man’s 
daughter, and we were married. Then, what 
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do you think? On our wedding day my father- 
in-law presented us with that very field, and I 
had to fall to and grub out the evil harvest I 
had sowed.” 


CHAINS OF DRINK. (329) 
Matt. 22: 13. 

One day in Chicago I passed aoe Wabash 
avenue just in time to see the old Woodruff 
Hotel building ablaze. At that time it was 
occupied by the St. Luke’s Society, a drink- 
cure establishment. I knew the method of 
treatment; it was severe. Frequently the un- 
fortunate patient was chained in a padded cell, 
and I was horrified by the situation, as I then 
saw it. I didn’t know how many were then 
taking the treatment, but I was sure many 
would lose their lives on account of their 
chains. I-was an honorary member of this 
society, and as I happened to have my mem- 
bership card in my pocket I had little difficulty 
in getting inside the fire ropes. I made my 
way into the burning building and learned that 
Alderman ———, a blind man, was in the 

- building some where and was taking the treat- 
ment. — 

What a condition! Blind, chains, delirious, 
in a burning building! Without were friends 
and loved ones who would have readily done 
anything in their power to have released him, 
but he was beyond their reach. Without was 
sunlight, but within to him all was darkness, 
despair, and destructive flames. And he a 
prisoner with no way of escape, and thus he 
perished. Can you picture a more realistic 
painting of man’s eternal doom? 


SMILES. - (330) 


A short time ago a teacher in the West was 
refused reappointment because he never smiled. 
He had been offered, as it is reported, a hun- 
dred dollars to make a pretense of cheering 
up. True dignity is never spoiled by a smile. 
True dignity is always accompanied: by pleas- 
ant ways and is never found in condition of 
moroseness. You-cannot do good business on 
a forced smile. Smiles have no valuation in 
stock quotations. Smiles may be produced by 
the yard and yet have no value.’ An automatic 
smile signifies only an automaton behind it. 
As soon dwell in a grave yard as live in a 
company where all the smiles are forced. A 
teacher who never smiles, never impresses him- 
self upon his pupils. Steele divides those who 
laugh into the dimplers, the smilers, the laugh- 
ers, the grinners, the horse-laughers. Pity the 
man whose smile has never gotten farther than 
his cheek. He knows only the pleasure of 
laughter whose side has ached with it. Smiles 
are heaven's caresses and laughter is the most 
delightful music of earth. Man is the only 
creature endowed with the power to laugh and 
smile. Pity is, he does not use it more. Count 
that day lost in which you have not laughed 
once, 


VOICE FROM THE MINING TOMB. (331) 


It was in tunnel fourteen that a number of 
miners had been entombed by a_ cave-in. 
Picked men from all the colleries were set to 
work in a rescue party, and never did muscle 
show itself so bravely. 


After hours of hard, : 
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anxious labor John —— was rescued alive. 
One of the rescuers produced a flask of brandy 
and offered John —— a drink as a stimulant, 
but he firmly replied: “No; never in my life 
have I tasted liquor, and I won’t do it now.” 
Here indeed is firmness of resolution, which is 
to be commended, and is noticeable because of 
its scarcity. “Do not, for one repulse,” says 


Shakespeare, “forego the purpose that you re- | 


solved to effect.” With many of us circum- 
stances alter cases. With reverse of fortune 
there is sometimes a revision in the moral pro- 
gram. With sad disaster comes a fearful re- 
lapse into immortality. Small-minded and 
small-hearted men soon make up their minds, 
but they are as quickly unmade. 


ON CHRIST. (332) 


If I turn to literature, I find societies of men 
and women gathered in loving. fellowship 
round about the personality of individual men. 
Here is a Ruskin Society! Ruskin is known 
among them as “the master.” The disciples 
seek to acquire the master’s thought, to per- 
petuate the master’s spirit, to incarnate the 
master’s ideal, to give it embodiment in 
schemes of practical enterprise. “They that 
are in John Ruskin.” It is not otherwise if I 
turn to the regions of art; I find whole schools 
of men inhaling the breath of artistic life from 
the thought and spirit of another, I find the 
principle operating even in spheres ecclesiasti- 
cal. . “Puseyite!” That sounds indicative of 
master and disciple, of fountain and river. 
Wesleyan! That is suggestive of an ecclesias- 
tical root with multitudinous branches. “They 
that are in John Wesley.” All these are illus- 
trative of a predominant principle that one 
man’s life becomes the fountain of other men’s 
rivers. In Ruskin! In Wesley! “In Christ!” 
I feel the utter unworthiness and inadequacy 
of the illustrations. I only offer them as hints, 
suggestions, sign-posts, and even a rough and 
crumbling sign-post may point the way to the 
golden city. 


“LOVE YOUR ENEMIES.” (333) 


This searching counsel describes a certain 
pose or posture of the soul. The exposure of 
a greenhouse is vital and determinative of the 
quantity. and quality of the flowers and fruits 
It is even so with the attitude of the soul. Its 
finished issues are determined by its pose. 
Dispositions are just the poses of the soul. A 
soul in the attitude of prejudice is disinclined 
to the light. A soul in the attitude of jealousy 
presents a front of unkindly suspicion. A soul 
in the attitude of hatred bristles with perpet- 
ual antagonisms. Love is likewise an attitude 
of the soul, and is significant of a certain 
prominent temper in the life. 


AMERICAN REVISED INTERLEAVED BIBLE. © 


In response to a demand for an interleaved Bible 
for the study table, we had prepared Nelson’s Bour- 
geois American Revised Bible interleaved between 
every leaf. It is leather lined, silk Pat divinity 
circuit, red under gold, and is the book Nelson sells 
for $0. oo During October we will send this Bible 
to you and you can pay $7.50 on receipt of same, or 
$2.00 cash and $2.00 per month for three months. 
Or you can return it - not satisfactory. 


Sincerely, 
F. M. BARTON, Caxton Bldg., Cleveland oO. Py.” 
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‘ : _ New Year 


Texts and Themes. 

The January, Inventory: “Forgetting the 
things which are behind and reaching forth to 
the things which are before.” Phil. 3: 13. 

The Open Door of 1908: “Behold I have 
set before thee an open door, and no man can 
shut it.” Rev. 3:8 

The Art of Numbering Our Days: “So 
teach us to number our days that we may apply 
our hearts unto wisdom.” Ps. 90; 12, 

A Young Man’s New Year Meditation: “And 
Tsaac went out to meditate in the field at 
eventide.” Gen, 25: 63. 

God’s Help in the New Start: “Not as 
though I had already attained, either were al- 
ready perfect; but | follow after,” ete, Phil. 
3: Y2. 

New Things and New Men: “Old things 
have passed away, behold all things are become 
new, 2 Cor. 5:17. 

The Settling Up of Our Account; “Who 
then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his 
lord hath made ruler over his household, to 
give them meat in due season? Blessed is that 
servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall 
find so doing.” Matt. 24: 45, 46. 

The Lesson of the Years; ‘Remember the 
days of old, consider the years of many gen- 
erations.” Deut. 32:7. ~ 

God Ready to Lead Us Through the New 
Year: “In all thy ways acknowledge him, 
and he shall direct thy paths.” Prov. 3:6. 

A New Chance for the New Year: “Behold 
thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a 
worse thing befall thee.” John 5: 14, 

Life’s Story Book: “We spend our years 
as a tale that is told.” Ps. 90:9, 

The Voyage and the Pilot: “So he bringeth 
them unto their desired haven.” Ps, 107: 30. 


SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR LIFE—A 
STUDY FOR THE NEW YEAR, 
(350) 

“And it came to pass, that, as the people 
pressed upon him to hear the word of God, he 
stood by the lake of Gennesaret, and saw two 
ships standing by the lake: but the fishermen 
were gone out of them, and were washing their 
And he entered into one of the ships, 
which was Simon’s, and prayed him that he 
would thrust out alittle from the land, And 
he sat down, and taught the people out of the 
ship. Now when he had left speaking, he said 
unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let 
down your nets for a draft,” ete. Luke 5: 1-7. 

The question as to use of life in this world 
is always a question very pertinent and prac- 
tical—when more so than at the beginning of 
I think our scripture full of 
suggestion as to use of life, 

I. First suggestion coneerning use of life— 
glorify life by yielding the powers and pos- 
sessions of it as means to Jesus, 

Stepping into Simon’s boat, Jesus would 


make it means and pulpit for the preaching 


of his wonderful parables, Simon yielded his 
fishing-boat as means to Jesus, A great prin- 
ciple is here disclosed—viz., God works in this 


‘the shore, 


world through means; not apart from means, 
The means to the preaching of Christ's sermon 
was Simon's boat, Through some means or 
other, and not apart from means, God is push» 
ing on his work in this world, 

This is what Jesus is asking every one of us 
—that we lend him our powers and possessions 
that he may use them as a means to his own 
glorious ends, and so our lives be made glor- 
ious, 

But too many times is not our answer to our 
Lord like this: “I am too busy mending my 
nets,” or “It is too poor a boat to lend Thee,” 
or “Lord, wait till [ elean the boat,” or “Lord 
it is is not just now convenient; then I will 
when it is convenient”? 

And life goes on, And we miss how much! 
For, if Simon will not lend his boat as means 
to Jesus, the Lord will find some other Simon 
who will, 

Il. Second suggestion for life—that we 
make life more nobly venturesome, 

After the sermon Jesus said to Simon, “Put 
out into the deep and let down your nets for 
a draft,” 

Oh, how, as a usual thing, our living hugs 
But at best you ean only eateh 
minnows along the shore’s edge, hat we 
need, in order to be strong, great life, is ven- 
turesome sort of living, For this new year— 

tr. Launch out into the deep of the Bible, 

2. Launch out into the deep of trust, 

3. Launeh out Into the deep of expe 
rience, 

4. Launch out into the deep of service, 

Ill, Third suggestion for life—that we arm 
ourselves with the best defense against dis- 
couragement, 

“Master,” said Simon, “we have toiled all 
the night, and have taken nothing; neverthes 
less at thy word I will let down the net,” Mark 
that title, “Master,” It is a peculiar one, It 
means literally commander, arranger, I do 
not say we will never meet discouragement, 
Sometimes we will feel that our toil is empty 
of result, But I do say that the best defense 
against discouragement is such determination 
of steady obedience, “O Commander, Are 
ranger of my life! nevertheless at thy word I 
will obey and keep on obeying,” 

1V, Fourth suggestion for life—that such 
life of yielding to the Lord what we have and 
are, of a noble venturesomeness, of stead 
obedience even amid discouragement, shall 
surely win success, 

“And when they had this done, they en- 
closed a great multitude of fishes,” There 
shall come to such life success of two sortie 
success of character, success of accomplish= 
ment, May this new year see us living such 
kind of lives as our Seripture suggests,<=Rev, 
Wayland Hoyt, DD, 


THE DUTY OF FORGETTING: A NEW 
YEAR'S SUGGESTION, (351 
“Forgetting those things which are behind, 
Phil. 3: 13, ' 
For one reason, it ig too bad that they have 
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abolished the slate in our modern schools. 
Doubtless slates are unsanitary and—squeaky ; 
but as for a piece of paper, what is written 
thereon is written, and must remain, There is 
no longer the delight of a wet sponge and a 
surface charmingly transformed into cleanli- 
ness and opened up for enticing possibilities 
of new work. 


However, what our children have lost in the 
schoolroom they may happily retain in life, 
if they will cultivate the blessed habit of for- 
getting. The prim moralists will be quick 
to remind us of the myriad things one must 
never forget, and of course we all agree with 
a prompt conscience. But for every task or 
sin or pleasure or obligation that we should 
remember, there is at least one thing that it 
is an equal duty to erase from our minds, 


I, Our failures—how many of them we see, 
looking back! And how little good we get 
from remembering them! They keep us 
humble, they make us prudent and cautious, 
and that is well: but a very little memory of 
them is enough for that! Certainly we need 
not brood over them. Certainly we need, more 
even than humility, that glad confidence in 
ourselves and our God which is itself quite 
half of success, 


II, Our worries—rub them off the slate, 
and a good riddance to them. They ate blun- 
dering sums, wrong from beginning to end; 
and what should not have been there at all, 
certainly should not be kept there. The wise 
men have discovered that several fearful 
curses, like malaria and yellow fever, are 
propagated and transmitted by mosquitoes, 
For centuries our worries have been compared 
with mosquitoes, and the wise men are only 
beginning to understand how these little in- 
sects of the mind poison the whole system; 
the actual body, that is, as well as the soul. 


IlI. Our temptations—here too, is some- 
thing to forget, brooding with fear over the 
possibility of sin is next door to gloating in 
sinful ecstasy over the forbidden thought it- 
self, Remember him in whose power you are 
“more then conquerors,” but forget the ter- 
rible power of the Tempter. Nothing thwarts 
the devil like oblivion. 


IV. Our enyy, the vision of some one whose 
wealth or position or talents have moved us 
to a passion of desire,—that is a good thing 
to thrust into the limbo of forgetfulness. 
Manfully be yourself. Be yourself so exult- 
antly, so proudly, that you would scorn even 
to think-of exchanging places with another, 
or of counting another's lot capable of add- 
ing anything to your own, Every insufficient 
life is inherently weak. 


It is not necessary to catalogue the ashheap, 
When you begin thus to clean out your mind, 
you will find much to throw away, The es- 
sential thing is to learn that you can throw 
away these inpedimenta. You can become 
master of the house in which you live. From 
cellar to attic it may be all clean, and all 
yours, It is not easy to throw things away, 
It is not easy to forget. But the process is 
one that results in ease, in a happy life of 
ower and of peace.—Christian Eadauer 
Vorld, 


mother, little white-robed figures _ getting 
ready for the good-night — kiss,~ a: home 
~wearing its sweetest and coziest aspect wh 
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THE ANGEL GOING BEFORE, (352) 
Ex. 23:20-25; Acts 27:23, 2. 

We stand upon the threshold o aliotter 
year. We see not a step before us. We know 
not what a day may bring: forth. The future 
and its events are utterly unknown and un 
knowable to us. God knows. He has many 
things he might tell us if he saw best, in his 
wisdom, but he knows we can not bear them, 
and he mercifully veils the future from our 
eyes. Whatever good it has for us he keeps 
as a glad surprise. Whatever ill it holds 
hides from our sight. 
or the good may be, he will make it all good 
to those who love him, and there can be noth- 
ing but ill without his love. 

But there is something better than knowing 
the future. It is for us to have God’s pres- 
ence with us each day of the future. If God 
will keep us and lead us all the way, we need 
have no fear nor uneasiness. If he. will be 
with us and bring us on our way, we will go 
on safely and all will be well with us. God 
knows all that the future holds for us, and 
if he is with us, he can make it all good for 
us, and he will, for he makes all things work 
together for good to those who love him, who 
are the called according to his purpose—Her- 
ald & Presbyter. 

SAIL THE SHIP. (353) 

“A small ship launched upon an unknown sea, 
A small seed planted by an unknown tree, 
Such is this strange New Year to you and me: 

Whither the vessel goeth, 

And how the tree upgroweth, 

God only knoweth: 
But sail the ship, and plant the seed; 
What is done in faith is done indeed.” 


A THOUGHT FOR THE NEW YEAR. 


: (354) 

Just to be tender, just to be true; 
Just to be glad the whole day through! 
Just to be merciful, just to be mild; 
Just to be trustful as a child; 
Just to be gentle and kind and sweet; 
Just to be helpful with willing feet. 
Just to be cheery when things go wrong; 
Just to drive sadness away with a song, 
Whether the hour is dark or bright, 
Just to be loral to God and right. 
Just to believe that God knows best; 
Just in his promises ever to rest. 
Just to let love be our daily key— 
This is God’s will for you and for me.. 

Anonymous. 


BETWEEN THE LIGHTS. (355) 

In these short days the light fades early and 
night comes with haste. And yet never are 
sunsets more brilliant, nor skies suffused with 
a softer glow than in the waning of the year, 
Deep contrasts of gold and crimson, bands of 
yellow, green and opal are seen in the late 
afternoon, just before the darkness falls. The 
streets are filled with people hurrying home- 
ward. Lights flash out from behind curfained 
windows, and it is easy to imagine the pleasant 
scenes within; children gathered -around the 
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at business all day. It is a peaceful hour that 
comes between the lights. In many house- 
holds people are contented to wait a while 
for the full illumination and to chat around 
the hearth with only the light that flashes from 
an open fire, 

Whenever it is possible there should be a 
bit of fire that one can see, because nothing 
else so expresses the very spirit. of home 
cheer. Steam radiators and open registers 
are more useful in diffusing comfort, but they 
cannot speak to the heart with the swiftness 
of the dancing, leaping flame. The year it- 
self is between the lights, now that it has 
reached its final hours. The sands are running 
out. We have the feeling that we are part- 
ing company with another of the long, long 
procession that has been going on for centur- 
es, each year following its predecessor into 
the yast realm of eternity; each carrying with 
it what great store of hopes and fears, of 
things planned and things accomplished, only 
the recording angel can tell. 

Most of us feel some disappointment, some 
sense of dissatisfaction, when we reach the 
year’s end. We might have made much more 
of these yesterdays that are beyond our grasp. 
Not one of us but has silent regrets because 
of words we did not say, because of thanks 
we neglected, because of dear ones we might 
have Irelped so much more really than we did. 


—M. E. S. 


LEARNING FROM LAST YEAR’S FAIL- 
URES. (386) 
Famous engine-builders in this country were 
once asked if they ever had an explosion of 
one of their engines. They replied: “No, we 
have not. We wish we could if no one were 
hurt, for we should like to know where the 
weakest part is.’ In great chain-factories 
power-machines are specially designed to make 
chains fail, so that the makers may know 
how and why and where the chains’ weakest 
portions are. It is sometimes a distinct ad- 
vantage to have learned by a failure. 


THE CLOCK’S DIAL, (357) 
Instruments to mark the flight of Father 
Time were inVented long ago. When Heze- 
kiah desired a sign that he would be healed 
of his sickness within three days, Isaiah be- 
sought God to turn backward ‘the shadow ten 
degrees on the dial of Ahaz. This was more 
than seven hundred years before Christ. The 
dial was invented by Anaximander, according 
to the best authority, two hundred years later 
than the “degrees,” or dial, of Ahaz. There are 
several ancient Greek dials in the British 
Museum, ‘There have been several kinds of 
instruments for keeping time, such as the sun- 
dial, the clepsydra, the sand*(or hour) glass, 
and the clocks. The general name for these 
things was horologia, or hour-tellers, We all 
remember how Alfred the “Great measured 
the day into three equal parts by the use of 
candles; and again how these were protected 
from the wind by thin, transparent pieces of 
horn—hence lanthorn. Clocks with weights, 


“as far as we have certain information, were 


first used in the eleventh century. The Ro- 


man Catholic clergy introduced clocks into 
England. “Now, all these things showed some 
knowledge of astronomy, independent of the 
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hackneyed information we have about the 
Chaldeans. 

But in our day, at this stage of time, the 
multiplied number of clocks a Chinaman pos- 
sess evidences the degree of his aristocracy. 
But, all this aside, here is what we wish to say 
now. 

The clock’s face is our unmitigated tyrant. 
It has everlastingly entered into our lives, our 
business, and our peace. 

Our days are regulated by the clock; the 
sands of life run out by the clock. The 
groaning wheels of machinery call for us. 
The tension of forces rends us. We work by 
time; we rest (if it is a rest) by time; we 
eat by time; we sleep by time; we even wor- 
ship by time—“promptly at the minute’—and 
hurry home from the holy hill of Zion, In 
fact, our worship is a sort of “mixed pickles” 
affair, for we have our morning paper and 
business letters just read still in our minds. 
And when the organ begins, we even then 
whisper to our pew neighbor that if God 
spares us we will do thus and so on the mor- 
row. We glance at the clock impatiently and 
wonder why the “dear reverend” protracts the 
painful discourse so long, We have fallen 
into the fatal habit of hurry. There is no 
escaping the penalty of a violated natural law, 
—Prof. F. A, Meyers. 


RISE LET US BE GOING. — (358) 
Though the past is irrevocable, it is not ir- 
reparable. In the garden of Gethsemane our 
Lord said mournfully to the chosen three, 
“Sleep on now, and take your rest;” but he 
instantly added, “Rise, let us be going.” In 
the first sentence he taught the irrevocableness 
of the past; they might as well sleep, for any 
good that watching could now do, But in the 
second sentence he taught that there was still 
a future before them, with new chances, and 
opportunities, and hopes. So shall it ever be. 
God himself cannot undo the past, But he 
can, and will forgive. He will mention the 
past; but give us a fair fresh start. He will 
even “restore the years that the canker worm 
has eaten.” He will give us new opportunities 
of showing how truly we repent the decisions 
of the past, and how loyally we desire to serve 
him in the decisions of the future. He will 
not even mention the thrice denial; but he will 
give us three opportunities of saying how much 
we love him, as he thrice bids us tend his 
flock. “The King is dead!”—that is the proc- 
lamation of the irrevocable past. “Long live 
the King!—that is the announcement of an, 
available future—F, B. Meyer. 


A COMFORTING PROMISE. — (359) 
“With long life will I satisfy thee’—I get a 
good deal of comfort out of that promise, I 
don’t think that means a short life down here 
—seventy years, eighty years, ninety years, or 
one hundred years. Do you think that any 
man living would be satisfied if he could live 
to be one hundred years old, and then have to 
die? Not by a good deal. Suppose Adam had 
lived until to-day, and had to die to-night; 
would he be satished? Not a bit of it! Not 
if he had lived a million years and then had 
to die. 
You know we are all the time coming to 
the end of things here—the end of the week, 
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the end of the month, the end of the year, 
the end of school-days. It is end, end, end all 
the time. But, thank God, he is going to sat- 
isfy us with long life; no end to it, an end- 
less life. 

Life is very sweet. I never liked death; I 
like life. It would be a pretty dark world if 
death were eternal, and when our loved ones 
die’ we were to be eternally separated from 
them. Thank God, it is not so; we shall be 
reunited. It is just moving out of this house 
into a better one; stepping up higher and liy- 
ing on and on forever—Dwight L. Moody. 


A CHRISTIAN MEDITATION FOR THE 
NEW YEAR. (360) 

A New Year! What a wondrous thing is 
this—that this old year which we have seemed 
to know so well has slipped away into God's 
great Book of Years, quick followed by an- 
other, fresh and new! Is this the last New 
Year for me? Will I be there when all the 
years have come, at God's right hand, when 
this year slips away into his Book? Will I 
be here to welcome yet another and another 


year, each new and each fast growing old? ~ 


What matters that? The Father knows the 
purpose of his heart, and in his hand I place 
my hand for keeping and for strength. 

But this New Year I have, at least, and ere 
it ages and goes back to God, I well may 
crowd it full of service and of love. There 
are a hundred hearts worse bruised than mine, 
and I will seek them out for comfort I have 
learned from God, There are a hundred lives 
whose clouds are darker than my cloud, and 
I will help this year to throw the sunlight 
over them. There are enfeebled ones who 
want an arm to lean upon—here’s mine. I 
know there must be causes which needs strong 
support—why not my strength and my sup- 
port? There are needy ones awaiting his 
supply who works through men who will be 
used—let him use me. Upon the path of 
service let me set my feet, and~travel on 
throughout the year. 

And thus I know the year will be what he 
has meant that it shall be, and I shall learn 
him better in the secret place and go out 
strong to carry heavy loads. and run on er- 
rands which the angels fain would do for God. 
And thus, as well, this year will bring me 
“nearer to that place where he abides, and all 
those rest whom I have loved and have not 
Jost; but only loaned to heaven and God for 
keeping till I come. 

God give me grace to make of this New 
Year ere it grows old a great year, full of 
service and of love, a long year’s stride toward 
life that knows no years, but is unending !— 
Cleland B. McAfee, D. D. 


Sees ae we 
THE NEW YEAR. (361) 
The New Year is before us. We stand, as 
Abraham stood upon the bank of the Eu- 
phrates, looking off toward the unknown coun- 
try. “Carry us not up hence except thou go 
with us!” If he be guide and counselor, all’s 
well, Let us, therefore, lay aside every weight 
and set forth bravely, like Walter Raleigh, 
singing: 
“Give me my scallop-shell of quiet, 
My staff of faith to lean upon; 
My scrip of joy, immortal diet; 
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My bottle of salvation: : 

My gown of glory, hope’s true gage; 

And thus I take my pilgrimage.” 
—Rev. David J. Burrell, D. D. 


A WORD OF CHEER FOR THE NEW 
YEAR. (362) 

The Lord shall preserve thy going out and 
thy coming in, from this time forth, and even 
forevermore. 

There shall not any man be able to stand be- 
fore thee all the days of thy life; as I was 
with Moses, I will be with thee: I will not 
fail thee, nor forsake thee. 

Only be thou strong and very courageous, 
that thou mayest observe to do according to 
all the law; turn not from it to the right hand 
or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whith- 
ersoever thou goest. 

Have I not commanded thee? Be strong 
and of good courage: be not afraid, neither 
be thou dismayed; for the Lord. thy God is 
with thee whithersoever thou goest. 


GOD IS GOD OF THE NEW YEAR. 
Saha >. Rents (363) 
A beautiful incident is told by a traveler of 
his visit to the Cathedral of Pisa. He stood 
beneath its wonderful dome, spacious and sym- 
metrical, and gazed With awe upon its beauties. 
Suddenly the air became instinct with mel- 
ody. The great dome seemed full of harmony. 
The waves of the music vibrated to and fro, 
loudly beating against the walls, swelling into 
full accord like the roll of a great organ, and 
then dying away into soft, long drawn, far 
reaching echoes, melting in silence in the dis- 
distance. It was only the guide, who lingering 
behind a moment had softly murmured a 
triple chord. But beneath that magic dome 
every sound resolves into harmony. No dis- 
cord can reach the summit of that dome -and 
live, every voice in the building, the slamming 
of seats, the tramping of feet, the murmur and 
bustle of the crowd are caught up, softened, 
harmonized, blended and echoed back in music. 
If a dome, the work of man’s hands, can 
thus harmonize all discords, can we doubt 
that under the great dome of heaven, God can 
make “all things work together for good to 
them that love him?” Every affliction, loss, 
grief or sorroty which God sends, every joy 
and happiness .will’ be blended into harmony 
within the over arching dome of his grace, and 
be as the music of heaven—Christian Ob- 
server, 


MAKE A GOOD BEGINNING. (364) 
When? Why, the incoming of the New 
Year. “Well begun is half done.” Begin well, 


stick to it, and the year is sure to end well, 
How do we know? Why, because he who 
begins well, and faithfully continues to the 
end, can but secure our Lord’s “Well done, 
thou good-and faithful servant,” and surely 
that is good enough. 

But how can we begin the year well? The 
answer is, by taking the Lord into our fives, 
going into partnership with him, and giving 
ourselves to him for safe keeping, for gui 
ance and for service, 
who walks through the year 
stayed upon the promises of 
Religious Telescope. 
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_._ JANUS-FACED JANUARY. (365) 
__ The Romans had a god known as Janus. 
He was a powerful divinity and ranked among 
the first. Like many a one since, this god had 
The past and the future were 


alike before him. His emblem was the key. 
The gates opened and closed at his command. 


Te Janus became our January. He sits at the 


gate and opens the year. Mythology was 
never a science and yet it made science pos- 
sible. It was the shadow of better things to 
_come. At this season we all become retro- 
spective and prophetic. But most of us have 
more reliable memories than imaginations. We 
can see further into the past than into the 
future. The old year was new once. It was 
but yesterday, or so it seems, that Janus saw 
_it through his front eyes—/. L. S. 


(365a) 

The New Year bell rings out its- solemn 
call alike to those who are Christians and 
those who are not. To this latter class it will 
_be a “happy New Year” if they will secure 
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to one year’s imprisonment. He had struck 
no blow for the enemy and was guilty of no 
overt treason. His offense consisted in going 
along the picket line and speaking disheart- 
ening words. He was simply a discourager. 
Would that such a wholesome lesson could 
impress upon some the perniciousness of show- 
ing to struggling ones the strength of the op- 
position and thus discounting the Saviour's 
greatness. : 

The Evil One is such a one. If a bit of cloud 
of hopelessness appears on the horizon, be 
it only the size of a man’s hand, he soon 
enlarges it to heaven-darkening proportions. 
His especial opportunities are the times of 
heart and soul weariness, How different is 
God's way. 

What right, though, have we to remember 
for our hurt what God is willing to forget 
and “remove from us as far as the east is 
from the west’? How can we become dis- 
spirited in’the face of him who “so loved us 
that he gave himself up for us”? Let us 
remember the signal transformation of Peter 


Jesus Christ as their Friend at once. If you and the “I can do all things” of Paul. 
say, “I will do this as soon as my business The past year’s failures may even spell en- 
is in better shape,” you are bargaining with couragement as they emphasize the need of 
Satan, who is sure to cheat you. If you say, the Master’s constant companionship, When 
“J will decide for Christ by and by,” you are extreme old age had left Macready, the actor, 
deciding against him. Take the first step Without. the power to read or even hold a 
at once, and put the hand of your faith into book, he said to a. friend one morning that 
that loving Hand that was pierced for your “he had been reading Hamlet. Noting the 
sins. Do this promptly, and perhaps a bell surprise that this excited, he pointed to his 
of joy may be rung for you in heaven. forehead and said: “Here.” Asked if he 
Brother Christian, determine to make this the could remember the whole play, he replied— 
best year of your life, the richest, ripest, “Yes, every word, every pause and the very 
f strongest, happiest. But you cannot grow in pauses have eloquence.” Can we not thus 
grace by “wholesale.” Begin the year by put- utilize the waste, the very interruption of our 
ting the knife into some bad habit or besetting Christly service of the past year: 
sin. Begin by laying stiff hold on some _neg- tr 
lected duty. Consecration means letting Jesus OVERLOADED. 
Christ own the whole of you. Holiness means A horse tugging up hill, with a wagon be- 
serving Christ in little things; and remember hind him, finally came to a standstill. The 
that in all the year you will see only one day, driver, mistaking his whiplash for equine 
and that will be called “to-day.” The ladder muscle, gave some of it to ta Boney ho ade 
. j ; were two results; oné was that the wagon go 
“aa aes eed, pot hee pee round to the top of the hill, and the other was that 
Saas REORRTE Ls CMTS £1 Ste the horse shortly after died of strain and ex- 
PAR DA haustion. He was overloaded. The over- 
A_NEW YEAR DAY STUDY. (306) loading was easily done but not easily com- 
4 One of the very best ways to close the old pensatea for. 
year is to make a careful study of the Epistles A child went to bed fretful, timid, nervous 
to the seven churches in Asia recorded in the and “cross.” He had a red spot on each cheek 
second and third chapters of Revelation. They” and forgot to say his prayers, until his over- 
~ will bring needed messages of comfort, re- Seer hustled him on $e te al P made 
ry : as . ~ severe reprimand, e awoke in the m e 
; eepeeeeee inilores, peers he casts of the night with fever and vomiting. His 
8' CALUES, + d stomach had been overloaded. Loving par- 
ward the careful student with new truths an ents had compelled him to “eat all that was 
beautiful suggestions that will help to make on his plate,” and part of that was something 
? the New Year one of strong and sturdy en- which nature declared unpalatable to him. 
deavor. The son of John Albert Bengel, the On top of the parents’ mistake came the 
celebrated commentator, said of his father who child's —* = eating one doughnut too 
7 - = < = many, verloaded, : 
4 oS legate se ecsmeim: that Bree" gt ee A school girl not very robust nor enduring, 
: ie Is pilgrimage, my sau but yet ambitious and conscientious, became 
earnestly recommended to his family frequent troubled with insomnia, nervousness and hys- 
7 reading and study of the-Epistles in the Apoc- teria. She was overloaded with lessons, not 


alypse, adding*as the reason, ‘there is scarce 
anything that can press to the depths of one’s 


_ nature with such purifying power.’ "—Christian 
Observer. vs. 


RETROSPECT AND PROSPECT. 
q jesi ee (367) 


because she needed to learn ‘very much, but 
because the textbook had to be gone through 
by the end of the term. She broke down from 
overloading—not from overlearning, for over- 
leading ensures underlearning. 

A schoolboy, with muscles like fron and 
skin like leather, pored over long, heavy les- 
sons afternoon and night. He was so strong 


During the ‘siege of Ladysmith a civilian 
arrested, court-martialed and sentenced 


physically that he didn’t break down, But is 
had his lessons been about half as long and ~ 
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half as numerous, he would have learnt a 
great deal more, and better enjoyed what he 
did learn. He was overloaded also, Unlike 
the girl, his physical health didn’t seem to 
suffer, but, like her, his mental development 
did. © 

A minister in preparing a sermon struck a 
capital point to make. From this he went on 
until it bristled all over like a chestnut burr 
and didn’t stick anybody very hard, because 
there were too many points. It was over- 
loaded. The people went away with no idea 
in particular, An arrow pierces because it 
has a single point. A chestnut burr irritates 
the surface only. It is overloaded with points, 
—Patterson Dubois in the World Evangel, 
December, 1900. 


Quotable Poetry 


“DRAWN” OR “DRIVEN.” 


Driven—far out upon a stormy sea, 
Tossed by rough waves beneath a starless 
sky; 
Drawn—by a voice that whispers, “Peace, be 
still, 
Be not afraid, poor wanderer, It is I.” 


Driven—like leaves before the wintry wind 
That blights and shrivels with its chilling 
breath; 
Drawn—by the rustling of an angel’s wings, 
Wafting a ransomed soul away in death, 


Driven—to trifle on through sinful years, 
Braving the wrath ye would not dare to 
meet; 
Drawn—By a Saviour’s wondrous love to shed 
Tears of contrition at His wounded feet, 


Driven away. The only refuge gone: 
Worn out at last, the patience all divine; 
Drawn—by the tender accents that proclaim, 
“Fear not, I have redeemed thee; thou art 
Mine.” 


Oh, solemn words, that speak to every heart, 
The choice is ours, we must be “drawn” or 
“driven”; 
Driven, and doomed to everlasting woe, 
Or gently drawn with cords of love to 
Heaven. 
—B, M. 3. 
How it would revolutionize life if we could 
agree to have one day a year for murmuring 
and complaining, or letting out the ‘floods of 
pent-up annoyances and grudges and slights, 
and be thankful the rest of the time, 
—-Maltbie D. Babcock, D. D. 


CONTROL, 


By Harriet Prescott Spofford. 
Whatever cause you make your own, 
Be it or Ghibelline or Guelph, 
Would you a master be of men, 
You must be master of yourself, 


Master, moreover, of a will 
That knows the moment when to yield, 
To dash to conquest, or to leave 
Another leader of the field, 


Would you be captain of a troop, 
There is but one unfailing way; 
No one can lead a press about 
» Who has not first learned to obey. 
— Selected, 


¢ 
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Unusual 


PRHPARATION OF SERMONS. 


Pr. John A, Broadus, the well known Bap- 
tist divine, in speaking on this subject, which 
is ever of intorest to the preacher, said; “If 
the preacher does not labor in the prepar- 
ation of his sermons, then the people must 
labor to hear him,” 


AN AMERICAN BISHOP’S SIGNATURE. 


Bishop Doane addresses his colleagues with 
whom he is on especially familiar terms, by 
the names of their dioceses, Instead of their 
surnames, and in correspondence frequently 
makes use of his own and other titles, It Is 
related that on one occasion he wrote a let- 
ter to another bishop, and in signing it used 
the term, “William of Albany,” instead of his 
name. His correspondent promptly replied 
to the letter, and in his answer said; “It is 
really too bad, bishop, that you are not of 
the western diocese of your state, Instead 
of Albany. If you were, you might very ap- 
propriately sign yourself, ‘Buffalo Bill." 


THD BISHOP AND HIS COACHMAN, 

Dr. Marlay, Bishop of Waterford, once 
ordered his coachman to fetch some fresh 
water from the well (the footman being ab- 
sent). To this the coachman ventured to ob- 
ject, saying, “his business was to drive, not 
to run on errands.” “Well, then,” gaid the 
bishop, “bring out the coach and horses, set 
the pitcher Inside, and drive to the well,” and 
thus the witty bishop gained his point, to the 
great amusement of the neighbors. 


A STORY OF REV, DR. MUHLENBERG, 


A good story is told of the late well known 
and highly esteemed founder of St. Luke's 
Hospital, New York. On one occasion the or 
ganist of the chapel attached to the sehool 
the doctor also founded, inquired what hymns 
he desired to have used at the afternoon ser- 
vice. Having found out who was to be 
preacher for the day he summed up the good 
man's gifts as a preacher to boys by selecting 
a hymn that would be appropriate to his 
style, and sald: “The best selection for him 
will be, ‘Now I Lay Me Down to Sleep,’” 


A NEGRO PRHEACHER IN A DILEMMA, 

An illiterate man was he, and consequently 
found himself occasionally out of his depth, 
Holding forth one day he sald: 

“My bredren, when de fust man, Adam, was 
created, he was made ob wet clay, and set up 
again de palin’ to dry.” 

Taking advantage of a “privilege,” one of 
his auditors solemnly rose to his feet in the 
presence of all and said: 

“Do you say dat Adam was made ob wet 
clay, and set up agin’ the palin's to dry?” 

“Yes sar, I do.” 

“Den who made the Palin's?” 

“Set down, sar,” said the preacher, sternly, 
“sich questions as dat would upset any sys- 
tem ob theology.” 


WHY HE LEFT THR CHURCH, 


A negro, who as a slave had belonged to his 
master's church—namely the Episcopal 
church, when he became “a freeman” Joined 
the Methodists; and became a preacher among 
them, He explained his changed ecclesiasti- 
cal relations as follows, “Ye see, massa, in 
de 'Piscopal church it takes a long time to 
read de proceedin’s ob de last meetin’, but in 
de Methodis’ church dey begina right away; 
dats what I like,” 


A SPECIAL REQUEST. 


Plans for financial work, church organizations 
christmas celebrations, etc., are desired by the editor 
of thisdepartment. You may have circulars, bulletins 
or other printed matter at band which will give the 
information desired, Help of this kind will be greatty 
appreciated. Address ALBERT SIDNBY GREGG, 708 
Caxton Bldg., Cleveland, O. ; 


_ Value of Church Methods 


In another part of the Expositor will be 
found an admirable article by Rev. George 
Ernest Merriam on “Winning the Stranger, 
the Slighted and the Estranged.” His closing 
sentences are significant: “Here are the poles, 
the lines, the hooks. You must furnish the 
bait and the fisherman’s grit. The gift must 
come from the Holy Spirit.” 

In other words the value of a plan depends 
upon the man behind the plan. A plan merely 
increases one’s effectiveness. Dr. E. M. Ran- 
dall, general secretary of the Epworth League 
once said that organization is merely co- 
operative personal work. It is not a means 
of getting things done without work for that 
Pt is impossible. 

} A plan that works well in one community 
4 may be a complete failure in some other 
‘ church, because of differing conditions and 
the-difference in the men trying to work the 
A plan. Usually a plan does not become work- 
able until it has been modified and to a de- 
gree becomes original. It is not uncommon 
for pastors to tell how they have combined 
hints obtained from the Expositor with other 
hints and brought forth something quite new. 

We always like to hear from pastors, es- 
pecially if they have found a better way for 
doing things, and are willing to tell us so we 
can tell about 12,000 other preachers who are 
trying to solve difficult problems of church 
management, 
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THE “DOOR KNOB CALLER.” 


As an illustration of what we like we quote 
from a letter recently received from Rev. 
Frank S. Hollett, pastor of the Methodist 
church, Williston, N. D.: 

“T read very carefully ‘The Church Meth- 
ods Department’ and in the same I find many 
very helpful suggestions. The ideas give us 
suggestive matter to work out a plan that 
will best suit our local conditions. One plan 
may work well in one place and another in an- 
other place. Your ‘humble door knob caller,’ 
struck me very forcibly and led up to adopt- 
ing this card (given below). About twenty of 
our ladies agreed to take five cards each and 
place them on the doors in their immediate 
locality, thus practically covering the resi- 
dential part of town. This is to be repeated 
every two or three weeks. Then every week 
I will hang them on the doors of doctors, 
lawyers, agents, etc., in office buildings. This 
is a little modest way of helping along the 
Master’s work, Thank you for your sug- 
gestion.” - ; 

On the face of the card there is this print- 
ing: “Friend—I am a humble ‘Door Knob 
Caller,” from the Methodist Episcopal church. 


CHURCH METHODS DEPARTMENT 


Rev, ALBERT SIDNEY GREGG, Editor. 


You are cordially invited to all the services 
of the church. Rev. Frank S. Hollett, pastor.” 
The hours of services are given, and at the 
bottom is the full line, “Let us all pull to- 
gether.’ The reverse side which is repro- 
duced as being the most unique was copied 
from a paper that came into Mr. Hollett’s 
study. It is not copyrighted. 


LOST STRAYED OR STOLEN 


MISSING: Last Sunday, some families from Ghurch. 

STOLEN: Several hours from the Lord's day, by a number of peo- 
ple of different ages, dressed in their Sunday clothes. 

STRAYED: Half a score of lambs, believed to have gone in the 
direction of ‘No Sunday School.” 

WANTED: Several young people. hen last seen were walking 


in pairs up Sabbath Breaker’s Lane, which leads to the city of 
No Good. 

LOST: A lad carefully reared, not long from home, and for a time 
very promising. Supposed to have gone with one or two older 
companions to Prodigal Town, Husk Lane. 

ANY Person assisting in the recovery of the above shall in no wise 
lose his reward. 
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A CALENDAR LEAFLET, 


Rey. C. L. Corliss, of Canaan, N. H., sends 
a sample of a calendar leaflet which is re- 
produced below. He says: “Here is some- 
thing new in the line of a service leaflet that 
is being received by my people better than 
anything I have ever issued. I got the sug- 
gestion from the Expositor and Current+Anec- 
dotes calendar for 1908 and part from a paint 
firm who issue a monthly reminder with a 
calendar for month at a time on it. I pass 
it on. If it is of any value to any one else I 
hope it may help. I think the Expositor and 
Current Anecdotes the best preacher’s maga- 
zine I have ever seen.” We herewith “pass 
on” the calendar leaflet which has been re- 
duced to less ‘than one fourth its actual size: 


NOV. 1907, AT M. E. CHURCH, 
CANAAN, N. H. 


Sunday Morning, 11 o'clock, | Sty Smiss.7eox: 


Nov 3. 


Nov. 10. 


Our Reboot Day 
fo We Young People) 


Seeing the Unscea, \ 
The Closed Door, 
Fruits. 


wean! 
Koselt? The Charo? 
eee hw ? 
Vation does thy world 


Nov. 17. 
Nov. 24. Home Missionary Sermon 


(Collection later in year.) 


SUNDAY, 12 O'CLOGK, SUNDAY SCHOOL, 


KEEP RIGHT WITH GOD. 


1907. NOVEMBER. 1907, 
(| sun | mon | Tue | weo | Hy | Fri | sat | 

| | | 1} 2 

)3)4]}aj)7 [ais 

| 10 | 11 | 12 | £8 14 | 15 | 16 

| 17 | 18 | 19 | 20) 2t | 22) 3 

4) % | % 7 | | W | 30 
Tuesday Evening, 7.30. | Coming Events. 


Nov, 20. Costume Social in Miltow 
Hall. To all those com- 
ing iu costumes represent- 
ing some advertisement, 
admission free, To all 
others, admission 25¢. 


PRAYER MEETING. | 
Nov. 5. Whatare the greatest Temp- 
tations? How may we 
overcome ? | 
Nov.‘12. Can aman always be hap: | 
py and contented ? 
Nov. 19, Cam one be perfect? 1s | 
in what respect ? : 
Noy, 28. Thursday, Thanksgiving, | 


This month's ge cards will be sent 
out for the benevolences of our 
church. This is outside the regu 
lar running expenses of our local 
jchurch, Give what you caa, 


YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ALL THESE MEETINGS. 
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How to Make Leaders in eet Seaail 
Church 


It is quite common to hear a pastor say: 
“Tf I only had leaders upon whom I could 
depend a great deal could be done in my 
community, but I can’t depend upon anybody. 
Tf anything is done I must go and do it my- 
self.’ And so the pastor, feeling that the 
situation is hopeless, becomes the slave of 
the church, running about serving tables that 
the members ought to serve. We always ad- 
mire the zeal of such a man who is willing to 
undertake a dead lift, rather than not try 
at all—but we are convinced that such zeal 
needs directing. 

A country pastor who is dragging his church 
along after this fashion is apt to feel that his 
more favored brother in the city pastorate 
is not distressed for lack of leaders. But this 
is not true. City people are no more willing, 
because they are city people, to take church 
responsibilities upon themselves than are the 
people of the country. The difference is in 
the way they are managed. 

For the sake of making a fundamental prin- 
ciple clear we will use a homely illustration. 
Two men are out rolling logs. One man gets 
down, lifts with all his might and_ barely 
budges his log. His hands are blistered*and 
his back aches. He runs all about the log, 
pulling and tugging, but the log doesn’t move. 
However he gets a great reputation as a “hard 
worker” and a “hustler.” The other man 
looks his log over carefully, notes the lay of 
the ground, procures a lever, puts one end 
under the log and rolls it over without much 
effort. The great difference between men who 
fail and men who succeed is largely in know- 
ing how to find and use levers. The principle 
will apply to a small country charge the same 
as in the large city parish. 

In church work the log to be rolled over 
is the purpose that is to be accomplished, 
whether evangelism, the building of a new 
church or paying a debt. It may be develop- 
ment of the Sunday School, or the organization 
of a young peoples society. ~ 

Take the Sunday School for instance. The 
bugbear is to find good teachers and a live 
superintendent. In the majority of small 
churches, the pastor must teach an adult class 
largely because there is nobody else “in the 
community who is either “good enough or 
knows enough.” In a situation of this kind 
the pastor may take one of two lines of ac- 
tion. He can tie himself down to the one class 
and let the superintendent worry over the 
teachers or he may get into touch with the 
superintendent and undertake to make new 
teachers. A teacher’s class is “making a lever,” 
for the training of a dozen teachers is more 
value than the teaching of one class. Looking 
at the school as a whole, and as the most im- 
portant department of the church, the pastor 
can get the best results in the long run by 
making a specialty of training teachers. Once 
he has a good teaching force he will have 
little difficulty about getting a better superin- 
tendent—in case he needs one. 

But how about that Bible class, you ask, 
If the pastor is to make a teacher trainer of 
himself, and another teacher is placed in 
charge ‘of the elderly people, Bro. Smith will 


stay away and Sister Jones will “join the _Sal- 4 


vation Army” if they can’t have the hare 
ture” for their teacher. Honestly it ma 
to the advantage of the school as a rhe — 
let them go? There are such things as a ‘ 
vival by subtraction.” 
pastor’s class could be transferred to the train- 
ing class and given something to do. There 
are good complacent people who attend pas- 
tor’s classes with the regularity of clock work, 
who seem to think that the whole end of 
church life is to split hairs over dark pass 
of the scriptures or points of theology. “Get 
them into a training class, study the lesson 
Sunday in advance of the main school, 
and then some Sunday shove them out to 
teach a class before they have time to pro- 
test. Bishop Fowler who is an adept in 
managing people tells how he once called the 
women of his church together, told them he 
wanted them to do some house to house visit- 
ing, gave them districts written in slips of 
paper and wished them success. Some cried 
and others protested, but they did the work. 
This would not succeed everywhere, but it 
touches the point in mind—that of shoving a 
man or woman into a place of responsibility 
and duty before they have a chance to frame 
excuses. Ask a man to do something for the 
church, and in many cases he will object and 
try to get out of it. Deliberately assign it to 
him and tell him he is expected to do it, and 
in the majority of instances he will do it. - 

A pastor wanted to enlist a retired minister 
who lived in his parish. The retired brother. 
had a good opinion of his dignity, but he was 
not doing anything, and the pastor thought 
he could be making himself useful as a Bible 
class teacher. He took the matter before his 
Sunday School officials and the retired brother 
was elected teacher of the Bible class. The 
next day the pastor called and handed the new 
teacher a teacher’s quarterly, saying, “You 
have been elected teacher of the Bible class 
and we will expect you over next Sunday.” 
The old gentleman looked somewhat surprised, 
but to the great relief of the pastor replied: 
“Very well, my brother, I'll be there.” He 
came, he took the class, made it “go,” and 
later became the financial leader of the church, 

The president of the young people’s society 
is sometimes a problem. He (or she) lacks 
initiative. The yriter well remembers an 
instance where Ne deliberately experimented 
in training a young man at the head of an 
Epworth League how to manage the heads 
of departments so they would enlist others. 
He was a ready. learner, and soon had his 
cabinet doing things. 

The summing up of this matter is: Study 
the qualifications of your people, in the church 
and out, and place definite responsibilities upon 
them, A pastor can fritter away many prec- 
ious hours in doing church errands that can 
be disposed. of by other people if the matter 
is planned in advance, and somebody enlisted 
to look after it. Such things as moving chairs, 
shifting an organ, putting up decorations, can 
be easily delegated. One day a pastor wanted 
to have an organ moved from a hall where 
an entertainment had been held. It was too 
heavy for even two men, as it had to be car- 
tied down a long stairway on the outside of 
the building. Meeting one of the Phili 


Other members of he 


- 


of the village, 
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an outsider, not_even a brother 
in law, he said; “Come along and help me 
get that organ down.” The Philistine re- 
sponded and on the way they picked up an- 
other Philistine. By the time they reached the 
hall they had four strong young men who 
handled the organ witout effort. All the pas- 
tor did was to tell them where to set it down. 

This is a clear case of “log rolling.” But 
that is not the real point, If the pastor had 
managed to get another man to go out and 
arrange for the moving of the organ it would 
have been better management, The ideal 
would be for him to have a man who would 
attend to the organ without the pastor hav- 
ing to even think of the matter. Real leaders 
must be turned loose in their respective lines 
of action, Let them have all the credit for 
successes, and also let them bear the blame 
for failures, 

Fixing responsibility on individuals is the 
secret of making leaders, and to accomplish 
this end.the pastor can well give the best of 
his time and strength outside of sermon prepa- 
ration and pastoral work, 


A Personal Experience in Evangelism 


It is a delicate moment when a sinner be- 
gins to tell you how bad he is. He will often 
admit his wickedness, make his own plausible 
excuses for that wickedness, and then wait to 
~ see whether you will accept his excuses or not. 

A little sympathetic frankness is needed just 

then to make the man see his duty and de- 

cide to do it, Confidence can be won by treat- 
ing opposers of religion with courtesy and 
deference, It was hard for me to do this at 
first without the feeling that I,was in some 
way condoning sin, but later I discovered that 
there was a great difference between the sin- 
ner and his sins. Treat a man as if you con- 
sidered him upright, honest and trustworthy, 
and that treatment will go far toward making 
the man resolve to measure up to your ex- 
pectations, 

I had a man in my church who’ gave me 
considerable trouble. He was a Methodist 
backslider, and he was 'way back. His excuse 
for not becoming a Christian was. that he 
would not join the church until his wife would 
come with him, and she would not join because 
he played poker. She read cheap novels, pre- 
tended to be a spiritualist, and when she wasn't 
scolding her husband she was berating the 
children or the neighbors. I was always 
friendly with this man, and had frequent talks 
with him about religion, but never had the 
éourage to call on his wife and talk religion 
with her, I learned afterward that she con- 
sidered me a “coward,” and I could not hon- 
estly resent the accusation, I was actually 
afraid of her, and kept away. 

One day I received a letter from a wealthy 
Presbyterian in the city, who informed me 
that he had three houses within the bounds 
of my parish and that I was welcome to take 

ossession of ote and occupy it rent free as 
ong.as I pleased. There was no parsonage 
in that community, My salary was $500, that 
is, I was allowed to raise that amount for 
myself if I could devise ways for getting it 
out of the church and community. I was pay- 
$7 a month house rent, which took a 
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large share of my available cash. Of course 
I aceepted the offer, In my joy I wanted to 
tell everybody. It was unwise to let any- 
body know, for there were people in that 
church who considered that pastoral wind- 
fall a good excuse for reducing their contri- 
bution, But f just had to tell it, for my heart 
was so full of joy that all secretiveness and 
caution left me, The first man I met was my 
old friend the backslidden Methodist poker 
player. 1 showed him the letter, “Yes, I knew 
something about that,” he replied. “I was in 
that man’s store a few days ago, buying a 
knife. He asked me about you and I told 
him you were doing good work down here 
but there was not much money in it. It is 
mighty poor pickin’ and I don’t see how you 
get along. The other man didn't say any- 
thing but I guess he did a lot of thinking.” 
How I loved that old sinner. 1 completely 
forgot that he was a blackslidden Methodist 
and a poker player. 

I worked with his children, saw one of 
them converted and abandon a life of pleasure 
seeking and frivolity and became a hardwork- 
ing Deaconness, bonnet, white ties and all. 

A year or two afterward I returned to that 
church to help the pastor in revival meetings. 

Tt was a pleasure to meet some old friends 
again. My heart gave a leap when I looked 
over the audience. Out there in the body of 
the church sat my old friend the backslidden 
Methodist and his wife and the deaconess 
daughter. I lifted my heart in silent prayer 
that the Lord would give me that family, 

The sermon was shaped largely to reach 
that man and woman, 

During the closing moments I saw the man 
talking with the woman, She was looking 
down shaking her head. He was very much 
disturbed, but she seemed to be defiant. When 
the altar call was given she broke down and 
started for the altar. The husband -and 
daughter followed. lather, mother and daugh- 
ter knelt at the rail and soon there was re- 
joicing over the return of two more sinners, 

My heart overflowed with joy when the 
rich man gave me a parsonage, but I believe 
there was a keener thrill in my heart when the 
old poker player and his wife found their 
way into the kingdom, 


Why Some Revivals Fail 


“Too much leadership,” will explain the fail- 
ure of some revival efforts. Rev. George Al- 
fred Cooke, of Brandon, Vt., touches upon this 
very important matter in an article on re- 
vivals in the Christian Advocate of New York. 
He says: 

“In churches where there has not been a 
revival for several years the problem will be 
a delicate and difficult one to solve, The 
conditions are plain enough and simple enough, 
but it will require a great deal of patience 
and gentleness and wisdom, of faith, of firm- 
ness and of holy boldness to bring the people 
to a willingness to meet the conditions fav- 
orable to a revival. 

“The pastor of the church is the author- 
ized leader and the natural leader in a revival 
campaign. He must lead the people, but 
he must not go too far ahead of them. He 
must have a spirit of discernment to know - 
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how far he can wisely go. If he goes heyond 
a certain point he is certain to fail in— his 
leadership and the revival effort: will end in 
defeat, tt ig an important and a serious mat- 
ter, and to fail means reproach upon the cause 
of Christ. Better sini haste slowly’ and 
be well prepared. Before a successful ad- 
vance can be ordered, the pastor must have 
a sufficient following of the influential mem- 
bers of his chureh in order to insure a pene 
eral and a hearty co-operation later on in the 
campaign.” 


In spite of the hue and ery against the em- 

ployment of evangelists and the insistence that 
each pastor should be his own evangelist to 
the exclusion of all others, we may be certain 
that the evangelist has come to stay, He is 
not a fifth wheel to a wagon, but an integral 
and necessary part of the church machinery, 
Like the pastor he ought to be well supported, 
The next question is “how.” The ideal plan 
is for the evangelist to be paid by a central 
organization and thus be free to do his work 
without burdening the community, It is un- 
doubtedly good for the evangelist to have re- 
sources of this kind, but it is better for the 
peprle if they are given an opportunity to 
elp meet the bills. 
The plan that is used most generally is the 
very simple one of providing the evangelist 
with his place of entertainment and giving 
him a free will offering at the close of the 
series of meetings, The only objection to this 
method is that it is apt to be unjust, The 
evangelist is apt to get too little or too much, 
according asthe people*like him or dislike 
him. Here is a plan that gives more definite. 
ness and does not burden any one person: 
Kstimate the total expenses in advanee, for 
evangelist, advertising, music, ete, making say 
$100, which would be small in some churches, 
for one week, Next get this money subseribed 
on the guarantee basis, the subseriptions to be 
paid only in case the collections do not amount 
to $roo. Let this be fully explained at the 
outset, Take an offering each night with the 
brief statement that the collection applies 
toward the guarantee fund, The people know 
what is expected of them, and the evangelist 
knows the amount he is to receive, ‘There 
need be no begging or prodding for money if 
the matter is carefully explained in advance, 
Taking a collection each night is not arbitrary, 
but the money will come with less strain that 
way than if an attempt is made to raise it 
in one or two collections, If this plan is car- 
ried out carefully, the subseribers to the guar. 
antee find will not be called upon to make 
up a deficit. The obstacle that always stands 
in the way of engaging an evangelist is the 
one of finance, Churches that need the evan- 
gelist most usually feel dreadfully “poor.” The 
guarantee plan ig one that ean be worked in 
almost any community, 


The Y. M. C. A. and Revivals 


Mr, Augustus Nash, director of religious 
work in the Cleveland Y, M. C. A, tells in 
the Association Monthly how the associations 
help the churches directly in evangelistic work, 
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Tt will doubtless be something of a surprise 
{o some pastors to be told that the associa- 
tion is a real help to the church in place of 
being dependent on the chureh. There seems 
to be a feeling in some quarters that the as- 
sociation robs the church of its best workers 
and gives nothing in return, Mr, Nash shows 
that quite the contrary is true, He deseribes 
special meetings held by the association inthe 
smaller and weaker churches in neighbor- 
hoods where there are large numbers of non- 
church going people. He says: 

“At first we held such meetings on Sunday 
nights and experienced considerable difficulty 
in getting the pastors to give up their regular 
Sunday evening service for such a meeting, 
We argued that the ordinary Sunday night 
audience was not a good company to get evan- 
gelistic results from; that outsiders would be 
more likely to attend a special service like 
this; that the chureh could afford to give up 
the regular service for once if this would draw 
in those who would not otherwise attend and 
mae might be influenced to begin the Christian 
ife, 

“The audiences at these meetings were from 
twenty to forty per cent larger than the reg- 
ular church service composed of men, women 
and children, 

“We used our own workers for speakers, 
We had three ten-minute talks on such topics 
as ‘What is the Christian Life?’, ‘Why T am 
Living the Christian Life,’ ‘How Best to Be- 
gin the Christian Life,’ 

“The meetings have been thoroughly evan- 
gelistic in spirit, though not much of the or- 
dinary evangelistic method has been used, In 
more*than three years of such work only two 
meetings have been held without immediate 
results and frequently as many as from four 
to eight have united with the church as the 
result of a single service, 

“After a great deal of experimentation we 
found the most effective way to secure an 
audience was through petsonal visitation of 
the homes in the immediate vicinity of the 
church. This visitation work has been done 
entirely by volunteer workers going out two 
and two, not simply calling at the door to 
leave a printed invitation, but spending from 
five to ten minutes in the home, At first we 
tried the wholesale method, Two of our 
workers one Saturday night visited more than 
a hundred homes, going to the door and leav- 
ing an invitation card with the result that not 
a single person thus invited attended the meet- 
ing, The next Saturday night the same work- 
ers visited twelve homes, going inside and 
spending from/five to ten minutes in conversa. 
tion. Tive out of the twelve came to the meet- 
ing the next evening, 

“We found that holding the meetings on 
Sunday evening interfered somewhat with the 
regular machinery of the church, also that a 
single service in a disinterested neighborhood 
was not enough, We are now holding the 
meetings on Sunday afternoon, and instead of 
a single service the meetings continue for a 
month, In this way we have discovered two 
neighborhoods where there is a demand for 
a permanent meeting of this character, In 
these two neighborhoods, meetings are held 
nr unday afternoon from September to — 
une, ' Cv. 
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A, Messenger Service for the Revival 


One of the difficult thing's about revival ad- 
to get the printed matter 
thorou distributed. Why not organize a 
messenger service? It is a fine way to get 
the boys together. It gives them something 


to do, and can be of great, service in reaching ~ 


a large number of people in the parish, Rev. 

Brown, pastor of the Central Christian 
Chuseb, Lebanon, Ind, has such an organi- 
zation, About fifty boys between the ages 
of eight and sixteen have been enlisted. They 
have a captain, secretary-treasurer and fot 
lieutenants, one for each of the four districts 
into which the city is divided. They deliver 
letters, special messages and printed matter to 
the membership whenever needed by the pas- 
tor, It needs no argument to show the value 
of such a service, as it saves postage and has 
the added merit of reaching the entire congre- 
gation directly. The same organization could 
be used for any purpose requiring the distri- 
bution of printed matter, and would be used to 
great advantage in revival meetings. In Mr. 
Brown's church the boys have developed a 
strong fraternal spirit. They have a meeting 
of their own at the church once a month on 


Sunday afternoon at which they sing songs,, 


study the scriptures and occasionally attend 
church in a body, 


The Christian Reliowship Union 


A chain of prayer bands to win men from 
sing—helping others who teach and preach 
Jesus Christ. Such is the platform and “meth- 
ods” of the Christian Mellowship Union, which 
is being promoted by Mr. J. G. Lehentaler, 
Norwalk, Ohio. In response to a request for 
a description of his methods Mr. Lehentaler 
aye: “We do not organize prayer bands. 

e encourage all in this movement, to estab- 
lish homes of prayer and to meet at least once 
a week in unity with all other Christians, 
Neither is the Christian Fellowship Union 
organized. We work as a committee of the 
whole. My wife aids women who are in 
trouble and my daughter teaches children and 
aids in the music,” It seems that the plan of 
Mr. Lehentaler is to help in forming cottage 
meetings without interfering with the regularly 
organized activities of the church. He never 
asks for money, depending entirely upon what 
may be offered by the people where he is 
working. His aim is to promote Christian 
fellowship rather than to develop an organiza- 
tion, Without doubt such home meetings as 
he holds are of value in developing the re- 
ligious life of the community. Why not start 
something of the kind.now, in your community 
in preparation for the revival season? 


Hints on Personal Evangelism 


A writer in the Congregational reports a 
Boston business man as saying: 

“T can’t see that ministers as a class in 
private conversation with laymen discuss to 
any degree the subjects peculiar to their pro- 
fession. When my pastor meets me, for ex- 
ample, it’s ‘How are you?’ and then some 
comment on the news of the neighborhood 
or in the morning paper. He never yentures 


an “Anguiry or remark that has ty bearing 
upon my personal religious condition,” ~ 

The personal interview is perhaps the most 
effective “method” there is for exercising pas- 
toral oversight and winning souls to Christ. 
There is great danger in relying too much 
upon the sermon, “Don’t do your pastoral 
work in the pulpit,” said a presiding elder to 
a company of preachers. It is better to talk 
to a man alone when the subject of religion 
is under discussion, It is a delicate thing to 
“open up” on a man about his sins. Dr, J. 
O, Peck was so in earnest about talking with 
men personally that he would get out early 
in the morning and manage to meet men on 
their way to work, and close the day by seeing 
business men in their offices after the stress 
of the day was over, A certain pastor walked 
into a bank and asked to see the president. 
He was ushered into the presence of that 
official, “I have just taken up my residence 
here as pastor of one of your churches, and 
would like to have a talk with you about re- 
ligion. Could you give me a date?” He 
arose to go, The banker was so surprised he 
could not protest and gave an hour for the 
following day. He was not a religious man, 
but he became religious. That pastor had the 
good sense not to “butt in,” but used the _ 
method that all busy men appreciate—took a 
few moments to ask for a date and then got 
out. That is one way of getting at the busi- 
ness’ man who is supposed to be so deeply 
immersed in business that he has little time 
for religion, 

President EF. H. Hughes, of DePauw Uni- 
versity, himself a most successful personal 
worker, gives some good advice on this sub- 
ject in a little tract entitled “Every Day Evan- 
gelism.” He urges pastors to be natural when 
they talk about religion. He says: 

“By naturalness we mean that voice and 
manner should never give men the impres- 
sion that our Christian religion is a foreign 
and unearthly thing. When we look into a 
human face and speak our invitation it is a 
poor time for acting or for any type of un- 
reality, The shrewd man of business or the 
youth with keen instincts will detect unnatu- 


ralness. The oft-noted ‘pious tone’ is fatal 
here. A man should talk about the divine 
life as if it were food, not medicine. - We 


should be able to speak of Christ without any . 
striving for superficial effects, Apart from 
divine power, the most important thing in 
everyday evangelism is just plain, unstudied, 

genuine, common naturalness, There is noth- 
ing simpler or more direct than this way of 
telling the gospel. Let us drive out the false 
notion that there is any ‘secret’ about it. The 
only secret is the will to do it, and to keep 
on doing it until you do it better, Private 
preaching, like public preaching, depends very 
much upon practice, The secret in both cases 
is extracted from experience. The way to be 
an everyday evangelist-is to be one!” 

H, Clay Trumbull, late editor of the Sun- 
day School Times, was a successful personal 
worker. He made it a point to talk with men 
about their religious duties whenever oppor- 
tunity offered. His first. move was to open 
the conversation by saying something com- 
plimentary or appreciative. He was tested on 
one occasion, just as many a pastor is tested. 
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While on a railway train one day he found — 


himself in the same seat with a young fellow 
who persisted in pulling a flask of whiskey 
out of a valise and taking a drink. Each 
time however, he first offered the bottle to 
Mr. Trumbull, who declined it as politely as 
he could, Meanwhile Mr. Trumbull was won- 
dering what word of appreciation he could 
use in approaching the young man on the sub- 
ject of religion, At last, as he prayed silently, 
the light came, Turning to his seat mate he 
said: “I perceive you are a generous fellow, 
and are ready to share with others. I ad- 
mire your generous impulses, but I don’t like 
the whiskey.” Before the astonished young 
man could even feel any resentment he was 
drawn into a discussion of religion and his 
own personal condition with the result that 
be became a Christian. 


Another Successful Prayer Meeting 
Plan 


Rev. R, S. O'Dell, pastor of the Baptist 
Church, Delhi, New York, thus describes his 
successful prayer meeting plan: 


“In cases where I had but few who would 
~ take part in prayer, I have taken a black- 
board, and on the board I would begin a 
prayer (skeleton) then I would invite one and 
another to make suggestions—building the 
prayer up, The next week T would ask for a 
criticism by two or more regarding the prayer, 
in that way I could interest and draw out, I 
made a house to house canvass endeavoring 
to get the people out, usually did as much of 
it as I could the day upon which the evening 
prayer meeting came. Then I would have an 
evening or more given over to witness bear- 
ing, Then an evening in which we would 
each see how many scriptural quotations we 
could give from memory, 


“Sometimes I spent a few evenings consid- 
ering the fore-fathers of scripture, asking the 
people to read the character, and assigning 
to some to tell the best things they saw in 
the character, and some, what they considered 
the worst, Of course, much depends on the 
singing. Usually I sing some few of the 
very old pieces,—can soon tell the .ones liked 
best. Am not afraid to use the old, old hymns, 
I always insist on a division in my prayer 
-meeting, First, I have the prayer part. I 
insist and plead for many to take part in that 
part of service, Then comes what I call pro- 
gram part,—I do not do much talking, only 
to introduce the thought and have the people 
carry on the program part. I always intend 
to ask at close if there are any cases for 
prayer, any who have any one in mind that 
they wish prayer for; if any are sick, if so 
we bow in silent prayer for them. Sometimes 
very abruptly I close—saying, this will do, 
shake hands, good night. It is the means of 

~ getting the people to be prompt and not wait 
one for another, above all else, personal solic- 
iting for the prayer meeting is essential, 

“By these methods, I have seen a prayer 
ening grow from three taking part in prayer, 

to twenty-two in eighteen months; from an at- 
tendance of seven to more than fifty.” 


an ‘ :? : 4 a 


’ e me 
tae et ee 
eS eh eee eee PR ea ee ak 


oe Se eee 


2 i he a a 


aa — a wee 
aS a 


A Card System for Church 
Records ; > 


Rev. G. U, Wenner, D. D., Lutheran, of New 
York, N. Y., makes good use of the card sys- 
tem in looking after his membership. He has 
one set in which the cards are arranged in 
alphabetical order, and another set in which 
they are arranged in topographical order, so 
that all who live in the same block are together 
in the record. When a family moves the card 
is taken out, There is no dead wood. The 
record is always alive. The cards show at a 
glance the name, age, whether married or 
single, relationship to the church, and money 
contributed. Thus the pastor has exact infor- 
mation at hand and is not obliged to “esti- 
mate” or “guess” when he has occasion to give 
information about the membership of his 
church, 
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How to Help the Advertisers in the 
Church Paper 


The success of a church paper generally de- 
pends on advertising. It is almost out of the 
question to pay the printer out of money re- 
ceived from subscriptions. If the church has 
a system by which the advertisers can be made 
to feel that they are not spending their money 
without getting any returns, there will be no 
difficulty about keeping them. Wherever pos- 
sible the advertisements should be obtained for 
a year, or for six months, and thus save the 
work and worry of getting new “ads” for each 
issue. A plan covering the vital point here- - 
with mentioned has been worked out. by the 
Loyal Sons’ class of the First Christian Sun- 
day School of Oakland, Cal. . Will H. Brown 
tells about it in the Christian Standard. The 
class started its paper the Loyal Sons Gazette, . 
in June, 1905, which has been issued once a 
month since that date. It has been self sus- 
taining principally from advertisements. From 
the beginning the members and friends of the 
class have been urged to patronize the mer- 
chants who advertise in the Gazette, when con- 
venient, and to let such merchants know why 
they patronize them. Different means of ac- 
complishing this have been used, among which 
was the use of cards furnished by the man- 
agement, which were shown when purchases 
were made, Here is the card: 


Other cards similar to the above, for the 
use of friends of the class, have been furnished 
by the management of the paper, and used with 
good effect. Merchants have expressed much 
satisfaction with the results of “ads” placed in 
the paper. The Gazette has a subscription 
price of fifty cents a year, but the procuring 
of subscriptions has never been pushed, the 
principal object of the paper being to do good. 
One thousand copies of each issue are printed, 
a pn astagen hag ok ss of the 
class among their inends, especia among — 
young men, as the Loyal Sons’ class is com- 
posed of youths ranging in age from fifteen to 
twenty-one, The sores started with ten pages, 
magazine size, and now never appears 
less than twenty, frequently twenty-fe 
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; 
cording to demand for space for news and the 
receipts from “ads,” 

Twice a year, when the officers of the class 
are elected, also elect the staff of the paper, 
all voting to be by ballot. Elect an editor-in- 
chief, one or two assistants, an editor for each 
department of the paper, business manager and 
assistant, The staff constitutes a board of 
directors to have charge of all matters per- 
taining to the paper. The board meets once 
a month (oftener if necessary) two weeks pre= 
ceding each issue, to plan for the coming num- 
ber, Every member of the class is invited to 
this meeting to confer or make suggestions, as 
desired. ; 


A Men’s Missionary Meeting 


One of the problems in every church is to 
get men interested in missions. Indifference, 
prejudice and ignorance must be attacked and 
overcome, if men are to be brought to that 
elevated point of view which enables them to 
see the whole world as the field of operations 
for the church, One of the best ways is to 
engage a returned missionary for an address, 
Before the missionary begins you should take 
him aside and give him some private advice, 
First shake all his theories out of him. Ask 


~ him not to preach on the duty of the church, 


Urge him to tell the people about the lives 
of the people among whom he has worked, 
Have him picture their home or lack of home 
“comforts,” their tribal or community pur- 
suits, and how the Christian religion affects 
them, Such information sprinkled with stories 
and incidents will help break down the preju- 
dices of the most obstinate anti-mission man 
in the church. If the missionary has curios 
to exhibit by all means have them where they 
can be seen, The writer once went to hear 
a returned missionary who had been working 
in the heart of Africa, He gave a fine ad- 
dress on missions, very much the same kind 
that any pastor would give, and the people 
endured it with patient resignation, At the 
close the pastor announced that the missionary 
had some native African exhibits which he 
would be pleased to show to any who cared 
to remain, Practically the entire congregation 
stayed, The niissionary got down off the plat: 
form and began eiaabiog his exhibits, They 
were piled on tables and chairs clear along in 
front of the altar. Ie began explaining the 
various articles and answering questions, The 
rvcople stayed for another hour, and were re- 
tictant to go when the missionary began to 
pack up. To see the real thing from Africa, 
and to hear the little details about life in the 
dark continent, made more friends for mis« 
sions in that audience than the eloquent ad- 
dress. If you are not able to catch a real live 
missionary for such a meeting the next best 
thing is the use of the stereopticon with pic 
tures of heathen conditions, 

A good plan for getting men interested is 
Fiectthed by Florence Crosby Parsons in the 
Congregationalist, To be sure it was used in 
a woman's miceting for the purpose of draw- 
ing in the men, but the idea could be utilized 
in other ways. She says: 

“We made tiny globes of cardboard, on 


which a bit of continent was traced in ink, 


i 
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with this lettering, ‘The Field is the World, 
Tied with ribbon to this globe was a piece of 
white paper to fit (circular), containing this 
question on half of them, ‘Could you meet but 
one missionary, what one would you choose? 
Why?’ On the other half, ‘Could you visit 
but one mission field, what one would you 
choose? Why?’ Always add the why that no 
one may take refuge in a monosyllable. 

“1 attended that evening meeting. Maybe 
you think men are not children grown up, 
too! You should have seen their faces alight 
with interest as cach was handed a globe. 
Then people began to speak from all parts of 
the room. Missionaries living and dead were 
selected, until the noble army fairly stood be- 
fore us—Livingstone, Judson, Martyn, Mrs. 
Gulick, Mrs, Judson, Paul. The feeling mani- 
fested was a revelation, Some touching and 
personal reasons were given that ereated a 
strangely glowing atmosphere. It was a great 
meeting.” 


The Mum Social 


After the Christmas holidays your young 
people will be planning various entertainments, 
and maybe they will ask you for “something 
new.” It is a happy moment for the pastor 
when the president of his young  people’s 
society or the superintendent of the Sunday’ 
School asks him for advice, The main object 
of the social department is to get good people 
acquainted with each other, and unite them 
in helping on the work of the church, One 
of the most mirth provoking and innocent en- 
tertainments that can be held is a “Mum 
Social.” It is absolutely impossible to be 
“formal” or stiff on such an occasion. The 
plan is to hold it at a private house where 
there will be none of the restraint of a church 
building, From the moment they arrive all 
wha attend are to keep absolutely mum for 
an hour. They may make signs, write notes, 
but must not speak. Those who speak must 
pay a forfeit, which may be “redeemed” when 
the time for talking arrives, If you think 
such an affair would be dull just try it. When 
the time for talk arrives, there will be little 
need of a programme to break up the formal- 
ity, Everybody will be acquainted and cager 
to say something. Just imagine the sport this 
would be for the fun loving young people and 
how they young men would do their best to 
make the young women speak, and vice versa, 
It is permissible to laugh, use a slate, pencil 
and paper, and make signs, but there must be 
no talking. Make the time limit on silence 
from 7:30 to 8:30 or possibly from 8. to 9 
o'clock, Other details incident to an ordinary 
social gathering will suggest themselves, 


A Unique Birthday Entertainment 


A new kind of “birthday” social is described 
by the Minister’s Social Helper, in the Ladies’ 
cans Journal, She says: 

“In the first place they put up a booth and 
the girls make candy and valentines to put 
on it, To do this cover a table with white 
paper on which pierced red paper hearts are 
pasted, Irom the centre of the table raise an 
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arrow—which can be made of a short pole and 
heavy cardboard—covered with silver paper. 
From the top of the arrow is Cupid’s bow un- 
strung, made to represent scales balancing be- 
tween riches and love. From the tip of the 
arrow to the four points of the table paper 
hearts are strung. 

When the evening cdme they were attentive 
hosts and hostesses, and saw that their guests 
were properly welcomed and made comfortable, 
meanwhile getting the names of strangers, 
ushering all into the social room om the pass- 
word of their birth-months, and introducing 
them to the leaders of their respective months 
who took them in charge. To every person 
was given a card valentine, on the back of 
fifteen coupons, all bearing the same numeral, 
with the explanation that to every person with 
whom he shook hands he must give one of 
his own coupons and receive one in return. 
When he had shaken hands with fifteen people, 
as shown by the fifteen coupons of others in 
his hands and none of his own, having given 
them all away, he was entitled to a bag of 
candy from the booth—a bag of white paper 
tied with red ribbon and sealed with a red 
heart. An extra amount of candy was on 
hand and was bought by some of the people 
to take home.” 


As Others May See Us 


Hilda Richmond writing in an exchange 
says: 

A young minister who is rapidly attain- 
ing distinction is in the habit of asking cer- 
tain friends whose judgment he trusts to come 
to church for the purpose of criticising him. 
At first his friends were timid about ‘telling 
him the truth, thinking, perhaps, he was _in- 
directly asking for a compliment, but in time 
they came to see the wisdom of his plan and 
the helpfulness of it, so they were on the alert 
for mistakes, in their opinion. In this way 
be freed himself from many errors, and has 
made the gospel message he proclaims effec- 
tive and attractive. However much we may 
be in earnest in our worship and in sym- 
pathy with any pastor, we do not like to 
know that he falls into a rut and stays there, 
even if he-is unconscious of it. The wise 
young minister learned not to pray “by rote,” 
to use certain expressions time and again in 
one sermon, nor to always bring in his par- 
ticular hobbies. 


A Revival Enlistment Card 


Rev. Wm. A, Griest, of Pendleton, Ind., 
‘ sends us a sample of “an Enlistment Card” 
he has used with good results in revival work. 
He writes: 

“In the church methods department of the 
Ixpositor and Current Anecdotes I see a 
special request. Perhaps you would be 
interested in a little card that I have used 
for some time and so far as I know it is 
original with me. I have called it an en- 
listment card. I put it into the hands of an 
executive committee in charge of the revival 
services which I conducted without the help 
of an evangelist. This committee consisted 
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~ ENLISTMENT CARD _ 


, 


of eleven men and women from various de- 
partments of the church. The cards were 
put out a month before the meeting. Those 
who cotld not attend but would pray for 
the meeting were asked to mark out the 
part of the pledge they were not willing to 
take and then sign and return the card. I 
thus was enabled to find out what part each 
would take. Those who would help in the 
singing were organized into a chorus and 
drilled several evenings before the meetings 
began. Those who would help as personal 
workers in the congregation were called to- 
gether and instructed, so with those who 
would work at the altar, etc. After the meet- 
ings were over the cards were returned to 
the signers a% souvenirs of the meeting. Some 
who had not kept the promise very well, felt 
a pang of conscience as they received the 
cards. I have not copyrighted the card and 
if you wish to tell the people of the plan in 
your very valuable paper you are welcome to 
do so.’ 


| EALIZING that the Church and Community need a réal REVIVAL 
more than anything else, and anxious that our churchshall do its j 

full part, | AGREE to attend the Revival Meetings to begin October 
| 16th at least four nights per week unless providentially hindered, and will help 
| in the way indicated below, and will also remember the meeting in my daily 

} Pray ers. 
(Signed) . 

PWR, AEE» SSS 
| .....IN THE SINGING 
bs ..AS A PERSONAL WORKER 
i 
a 


ORKER"AT THE ALTAR”. 9. __ eT 
res Ae es ] Place an (X) before the kind of Help | 


..AS AN USHER You will Give. 
et cue BY GIVING, $. ° 2 
‘The ‘Cross and Crown” Plan for 


Raising Money 


In appealing to a congregation for money 
with the expectation of raising it on the spot 
in subscriptions or cash, an indispensable 
feature or requisite is a blackboard or large 
chart which shows at glance the total 
amount needed, and also affords a means of 
recording the progress made in raising the 
desired sum. The simplest plan is to rule 
a blackboard off into squares, each square 
standing for any sum from $r up. If you 
want to raise $1,000 have a board ruled with 
100 squares at $10 each. One person can take 
one or more shares, or ten persons can take 
a share together. By having a definite unit 
such as $5 or $10 each giver is on the same 
level at the start, but any person can give 
more or less as he pleases. This plan is very 
successful where it is arranged that none of 
the pledges shall become binding until the 
entire amount has been raised, 

There are many ways of putting the idea 
into concrete form. It is a kindergarten 
method to be sure, but there are very few 
congregations that cannot be influenced in that 
way. 

An Indianapolis Orphans Home is using a 
good design for raising money for its farm, 
which could be very easily adapted to con- 
gregational use. The home is using it in a 
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church paper. The design is herewith repro-_ 


_ duced. It needs little explanation. 
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The management wants $9,600. The squares 
were filled with crosses at first and as fast 
as $100 contributions come in a cross was 
removed and a crown put in its place. Sup- 
pose you wish to use such a chart in raising 
money in your congregation, on “agony Sun- 
day” for instance, or for a debt, or a new 
parsonage. Have a light board made “4x6 feet 
and mounted so it can be moved easily. At- 
tach cardboard to the board and rule it off 
into squares. Make a supply of crosses and 
crowns on bits of cardboard the size of the 
squares or a little smaller, and have small 
nails driven into the board to which the 
crosses and crowns may be hung. The crosses 
can be made by hand with black paint or you 
may have them printed. The crowns could be 
made from gilt paper in the conventional style. 
You may want to raise $2,000. Have the board 
ruled for 200 squares. Put the crosses in place 
and have the crowns near at hand. The ap- 
peal would turn on the exhortation “take up 
your cross and win a crown.” This gives 
plenty of leeway for incidents of devotion, 
self-sacrifice, etc., which usually accompany 
such an effort. 

As fast as the people take up their cross 
by subscribing $10 remove the cross and hang 
a crown in its place. One-quarter of the board 
will soon be covered with crowns. The hard 
pull will be from the one-quarter point to the 
three-quarters point. Here is where the hard 
work, the patience, the persistent good humor, 
come into play. Usually an audience will be- 
come interested in seeing how the matter will 
end, and as long as anybody stays there is hope 
of getting all the money. 

At the halfway point appeal for the doubling 
up of subscriptions. If 1too have given $10 
each, the majority of that first hundred will 
give $20 or $30 and $50 each, which they did 
not intend to give at the outset. They thought 
they would get off with $1o at first, but as 
the interest increases they will double once, 
twice and sometimes three times. It is always 
a safe rule that if you can get a few people 
started to giving at $5 or $1o the fever will 
soon spread. -After the appeal for doubling 
up, or along with it appeal to the people to 
take up a cross for a friend, and get the 
money from him afterwards. Then those who 
have been holding back all along will begin 
to loosen up. 

The writer has repeatedly raised money by 
a plan similar to this one, and invariably the 
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sticking point is reached when from one-half 
to three-quarters of the total has been sub- 
scribed. If the one who is making the appeal 
has a reserve of from five to ten persons upon 
whom he can depend in an emergency, and 
can take up a cross now and then for these 
friends, he can keep things going until. some- 
body in the congregation wakes up and de- 
cides to give. After three-fourths have been 
raised there is little trouble about the last 
fourth. 

There is always an element that waits for 
a victory before doing anything. They come 
in on the final rush, and very often when a 
congregation has been started on the giving 
line they will over run the total asked for. 

A great help in an undertaking of this kind 
is to have a few discreet men in the aisles 
to hand out cards for the names and addresses 
of those who do not wish to give their names 
publicly. These men can also do a little quiet 
soliciting among their acquaintances in the 
congregation. One man on the floor to do 
work of this kind, and one man on the plat- 
form to do the talking can stampede an audi- 
ence into giving far beyend their expectations 
at the outset, There will be an inevitable 
shrinkage, for some will:subscribe who cannot 
pay, but allowance can be made for that by 
asking for enough at the outset. Prompt col- 
lections will also save a great deal of the 
loss that follows public appeals. Almost in- 
variably most of the losses consequent on 
this method of raising money are attributable 
to slackness in following up subscribers after- 
ward. “It isn’t safe to let such subscriptions 
run over a week without either seeing the sub- 
scriber personally or writing for the purpose 
of removing misunderstandings and arrang- 
ing for payment. 


An exchange says: 

In order to help out the Sunday service of 
the Gospel wagon attachment of the Market 
Street Mission, Morristown, N. J., which tours 
the town every Sunday, Superintendent 
Thomas B. Ironsides hit upon the use of a 
phonograph, and sacred music peals from a 
large horn. Local soloists, who generally do 
all the singing, look on, while the audiences 
draw close to the wagon to catch every word. 
The plan is so successful that hereafter the 
Gospel wagon will carry the phonograph along 
on all trips. 


A Table on Systematic Giving 


There is a good hint for other pastors in 
the way the First Congregational Church of 
Topeka, Kansas, shows its members the mean- 
ing of systematic giving. On the back of the 
financial statement appears the following table 
which explains itself. Try it in your bulletin 


or on special circulars : 

5 cents per week is........ $ 2.60 per year 
Io cents per week is......., 5.20 per year 
15 cents per week is........ 7.80 per year 
20 cents per week is........ 10.40 per year 
25 cents per week is........ 13.00 per year 
35 cents per week is......+. 18.20 per year 
40 cents per week is........ 20.80 per year 
so cents per week is........ 26.00 per year 
60 cents per week is.......» 31.20 per year 
75 cents per week is...,.... 39.00 per year 
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$1.00 per week is...2....... . 52.00 per year 
1.25 per weék is......06.... 65.00 per year 
¥50 per week 1s: 2002.52.23 78.00 per year 
200°per week-is..... cee 104.00 per year 
300" per week-is) 225... boe 156.00 per year 
4000 per week is.........5%. 208.00 per year 


5.00" per “weele 4S.< 2 sche. es 


A Tithe of $5,000.00 net income is....$500.00 


A Tithe of 3,000.00 net income is.... 300.00 
A Tithe of 2,000.00 net income is.... 200.00 
A Tithe of 1,800.00 net income is.... 180.00 
A Tithe of 1,500.00 net income is.... 150.00 
A Tithe of 1,200.00 net income is.... 120.00 
A Tithe of 1,000.00 net income is.... 100.00 
A Tithe of | 700.00 net income is.... 70.00 
A Tithe of 500.00 net income is.... 50.00 
A Tithe of _ 300.00 net income is.... 30.00 

7 paying $104.00 and upwards may 
(S18, SSR ee em eon $1,000.00 

15 paying $52.00, $65.00 and $78.00 
MEAVE-CQUAl Aitonc nda tats Reed 800.00 

10 paying from $31.00 to $39.00 may 
MUA Be es et Sateen ean s 3 se Te 350.00 
50 paying $26.00 equals ............. 1,300.00 

70 paying from $13.06 to $20.80 may 
Ota SS ees ee aNeann an vs 1,000.00 

40 paying from $5.20 to $10.40 may 
SUEY SoA ne ee 250.00 
20 paying $2.60 equals .............. 52.00 
. $4,752.00 
ease ConectiOns |... cf c.dt sacs oss 248.00 
$5,000.00 


A Military Men’s Club 


Good use is made of the military system in 
the organization of the Brotherhood of the 
First Congregational Church, Topeka, Kansas, 
of which Rev. Francis L. Hayes, D. D., is the 
pastor. The system is explained in a four 
page folder distributed in the church, which 
makes it easy for the men to join the com- 
pany of their preference. The captain becomes 
the chairman of the committee, and the colo- 
nel is president of the organization. The 
duty of each company is thus explained: 


COMPANY A. 

I will attend, with such regularity as other 

duties will permit, the 
Sunday Morning Service, 
and will make such active efforts as I feel 
capable of to promote the attendance of men 
at that service. 
Rete OTE) 5s econ utes Se as os 


COMPANY B. 
‘I will attend each month, Providence per- 
mitting, not less than two 
Sunday Evening Servites, 
and will make such active efforts as I feel 
capable of to\promote the attendance of men 
at that service. 
(Sign here) 
: COMPANY C. 
I will join and attend with faithfulness, for 
at least three months, a 
Men’s Bible Class 
in the Sunday School, and will make such ac- 
tive efforts as I feel capable of to promote 
the attendance of men at that class. 
(Sign here) 
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-- COMPANY D. 
I will attend, Providence permitting, not 
less than twice each month the 
Midweek Prayer and Social Meeting, 
and will make such active efforts as I feel cap- 
able of to promote the attendance of men at 
that meeting. 
(Sign here) 
COMPANY E. 
I will ally myself with the great 
Laymen’s Movement for Missions 
by increasing the amount I have hitherto con- 
tributed to the Benevolences of my Church, 
(Sign here) 
COMPANY F. 
I will be one of twenty men to back finan- 


cially a 
Vested Chorus 
to co-operate with the Choir in the worship 
of the Sunday morning and evening services. 
(Sign here) ; 
COMPANY G. 
I will endeavor to make my 
Speech and Conduct 
pure and honorable— 

To do my daily work among men as well 
as I am capable of doing it— 

To exert my influence against profanity, im- 
purity, intemperance and Sabbath breaking— 

To manifest among the men with whom I 
associate, in work or pleasure, the spirit of 
good cheer and of helpfulness to the fellow 
that’s behind— ; 

In short, I will try to preach the Gospel 
among my associates by the best life I can 
live with God’s help. 

(Sign here) 
COMPANY H. 

I will undertake to pray daily and labor 
faithfully, as the Holy Spirit may direct, that- 
I may personally 

Influence Men to Confess Christ 
and unite with His Church. 
(Sign here) 


BROTHERHOOD AGREEMENT. 
I recognize that signature in any one of the 

above companies constitutes me a 

Member of the Congregational 

Brotherhood, 

and I will seek to co-operate in any reason- 
able way with the members of the company or 
companies in which by so signing I have en- 
rolled. : : 

(Sign here) 
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BIBLICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA. 


Extracts from press comments of ten leading re- 
ligious papers of the United States on the “Biblical 
Encyclopedia.” E 

THE INTERIOR, Chicago, says: “The variety — 
of material introduced into it is so varied and la 
that the word encyclopedia alone is adequate to de- 
scribe it. It is a work designed to fill a large place 
among helps to the study of the Bible.” 

TH NEW YORK OBSERVER: “The volumes 
will prove useful to those who desire a plain and 
practical rather than a simply erudite and scholarly 
commentary on the Scriptures.” 

SUNDAY SCHOOx TIMES: “It is particularly 
rich in materials by the use of which one may pic- 
“SHE CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE (J. M. Buckley 
Editor): “The volumes are full of well selected 
quotations from almost every writer’ known as a 
modern authority on the Bible, besides many repre- 
sentations from secular literature.” 

THE ADVANCE: “As an illustrative 
tary the work will be found useful,” . 
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_ The Courage and Cowardice of Sin 


REV. HUGH BLACK, D. D,, NEW YORK. 


exts: Matt. 27:25; “His blood be on us 
anon our children;” Acts 5:28:.“Ye intend 
to pring this man’s blood Free 
How» differently things look at different 
times ! the heat of passion, consequences 
look small ‘and of little accotint, but when the 
blood has tim@to cool the’ whole matter takes 
on another aspect. Looking forward to a 
coveted object in eager desire nothing can be 
allowed to stand in the way, nothing is worth 
considering compaped with the thing wanted; 
but looking back on the»attainment we cannot 
imagine that wé offered Such a price for it. 
When the baJance of judgment is shaken by 
passion any fisk seems small, any consequence 
seems cheap, but afterwards we think we must 
have a besotted to make such\a poor bar- 
a 
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* gain. ssion gives a spurious coutage which 
throws down the gauntlet with am air of 
bravado, to be succeeded by a cowardice all 
the more apparent after the high and vaunting 
ords. My 
I. There is a daring of sin which is not 
afraid to assume all the responsibility if there 
is to be any, which is willing to/accept any 
, / consequences. Who's afraid to pay the price, 
' to reap the fruit of the deed? /“His blood be 
on us and our children.” But when the deed 
is done, men whimper if the Consequences they 
| derided come, and cannot’ believe that they 
' should be expected to pay the price they fore- 
saw. “Ye intend to bring this man’s blood 
upon us”—a grieved cofnplaint of injured men 
who refuse any sense’ of responsibility. The 

4 courage and the cowardice of sin! 
- You remember how the words came to be 
* uttered. At the ttial of Jesus, Pilate had no 
heat or passion to overturn his reason. He 
was cold and calculating all the time. He 
did not want.to condemn an innocent man, but 
he did not want the government to be troubled 
- with a possible.riot and did not want his own 
name to be implicated at Rome. He pacified 
_ the populace by ‘assenting to the crime, and 
appeased his cons¢ience by disowning it. It 
was an absurd and impossible thing, though 
it is @ common ‘enough ‘device. He cleared 
himself” of the/ guilt by taking water and 
washing his hands before. the multitude as a 
sign that he /acquitted himself and refused 
to contract any guilt in the matter. “I am 
innocent,” he said, “of the blood of this just 
person; see’ ye to it.’”- How readily we think 
that if we protest against a thing formally we 
absolve ourselves! Pilate\ did not want to 
have his’ name associated forever with this 
judicial murder. Little did the proud Roman 
- think that his name would ‘go down to all 
s,to all the years, to all the world, in 
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what they wanted prie&ts and people 

and solemnly consented, to take the 

themselves. In the heat, of passion 
ob olde : 
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it was done, and in the cunning policy that 
passion dictates even when it boils. It was 
done to tie Pilate down to their will. It was 
as much as to say, “If it is only a qualm of rm 
conscience that troubles you, we will take the = = + 
responsibility; our conscience is strong enough va 
to relieve you of the guilt.” In the fierce un- / 
relenting madness of hate they utter the im- | ~ 
precation on themselves, regardless of any sort Fs 
of consequence. “His blood be on us and on - 
our children.” =e. 

Look on that picture, and on this, The deed 
was forgotten, buried, and life in the city went 
on as before, till the priests and rulers are 
annoyed by a little band of men keeping © 
alive the name of this same Jesus whom they 
had crucified. Ose responsible 
ernment are always and naturally content with 
keeping things going smoothly, and don’t want \ 
to be troubled with new doctrinés. When it | 
suited their own purpose the chief priests could \ 
create a disturbance better than any, but in | 
normal times they want to ayoid disturbance. — 
So they set themselves by threats and im- | 
prisonment to choke off this new movement. _ 
But in prison or out of it Peter and the | - 
apostles go on firmly and calmly, and the | 
people were being won over. They are sum- 
moned before the council, and this is the 
charge, “Did we not straitly command you that 
ye should not teach in this name?”—this name 
which they thought they had disposed of but 
which was reappearing like an accusing ghost. 
“Behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your 
doctrine, and intend to bri i ’s blood 
upon us.” ‘ It was fear of the people that was 
at the bottom of this complaint. They were y 
not thinking of the moral guilt before God of /\ 
having done to death an innocent man, but of. 
the possibility of vengeance at the hands-of 
an inflamed populace who might be taught to 
think that ‘they should right the wrong by 
vengeance. They don’t want those things which 
they had quietly buried to be raked up again. i 
They take it as\an affront that blame should © 
be laid at their door. Was 
ished at the hands, of R 
had they to do with it?/They would now wash 
their hands of it all Let Pilate or some- 
body else see to jt ey feel they have just - 
cause of compat, “Y@ intend to bring this’ 
man’s blood “ipon us.” eter replied, “The © 
God of oup’fathers raised Jesus whom yet 

anged on a tree.” His answer is 

statement of fact, “ 
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ot this man pun- Ni 


an justice? ~-What 


The priests probably did not remember the 
words that had been used at the trial of Jesus. 
The words had only been used as a move in 
the game with Pilate, and the present pro- 
testation had no reference to the previous 
words, but the two sayings gave a dramatic : 
turn to the situation, and bring out the deep ss 
truth we have suggested of the false courage __ 
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and the weak cowardice of sin. In the heat 


and passion of the persecution of Jesus they 
took on them with light hearts all the guilt 

if there was any. They were not afraid to as- 

. sume responsibility. But now they would 
creep out of their own contract, shuffle off 

] any guilt in the matter and wash their hands 
Ni of the whole concern. Have they not them- 
~ selves to thank if the blood is brought upon 
them? “Ye slew him and hanged him on a 
tree,’ says Peter relentlessly. Had they not 
said in their hate, “His blood be on us and 
on our children?” -But the daring has ebbed 
out of them, and they whimper out the charge, 
“Ye intend to bring this man’s blood upon 
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Se It is so with all forms of passion.. In 
the fever of desire a man is willing to pay 
any -price, to accept any consequences. He 
believes that this thing he desires is worth 
paying for, or he shuts his eyes to the fact 
that payment will be demanded. Tell him in 
the heat of his passion that this will follow, 
and this, and this. Show him the inevitable 
consequences, what he risks, what he must 
lose, what may happen. He will say in the 
spasm of Dutch courage, “Let it happen, let it 
all come, let the consequences be what they 
- may, this I must have and shall.” It is mad- 
ness, if you will,—derangement of judgment; 
but that is part of the deceitfulness of sin, 
the way of temptation overturns the will and 

unseats the reason, ; 
III. It is only a leaf from ancient history 
this, or has it a. living moral for living men 
. and women to-day? Does not the drunkard 
‘know all you can tell him, better than you can 
tell him, what he is paying for his sin, what 
he is losing, what he must suffer and cause 
ny others to suffer? He knows it and in a way 


he counts the cost, but when the fierce temp-_ 


. tation strikes him he will take the conse- 
fae quences. It is a derangement of judgment, 
‘giving for the moment a kind of daring, a 
spurious courage like the hoarse cry of priests 

and people that day in Jerusalem, “His blood 

be upon us and our children.” It is no musty 

moral from an old record, but a fact trtte to 
hiss human nature now as ever, where the same 
/ ™ temptations strike the same place in the heart, 
and the same devil’s reasoning deludes the 
soul.” When the mad jealousy finds its seat 

~~in Cain’s mind, when the smell of the pottage 
rises to Esau’s nostrils, when the lust kindles 

/ in Davyid’s eye, when the jingle of the silver 
sounds in Judas’ ear, when hate grows in the 
priests’ hearts and rage grips the mob before 
Pilate’s seat, passion in each case sweeps away 

the defenses, and consequences are nothing. 

ze Any price so it be afterwards, the consequences 
-be ours—we take them—the blood be on us! 

But when the passion has cooled and the price 

is demanded the tune changes, the whole situa- 

tion looks different, the consequences which 

were despised when remote loom up in their 

‘true proportions. 
eakness; the courage turns to cowardice. 

. The confident cry, “His blood be on us” be- 
| comes the whine, “Ye intend to bring this 
vy man’s blood upon us.” 
‘» ) look before and after! 
IV. The courage and the cowardice of sin! 
We see them exemplified every day. We 
recognize them in our own hearts at-di 
stages, both often false, “It is part of the de- 
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The daring trails off into: 


How differently things | 
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ceitfulness of sin to deceive us in both stages, 
in the first to convince us that the consequences 
are nothing, and in the second to drive us to 
despair. Let not passion blirid you to the fact 
that we live in a moral world governed b } 
moral cause and effect as well as physical. 
What men sometimes call chance, and some- 
times call fate, God calls consequence. “Be 
not deceived; God is not mocked; whatsoever 
a man soweth that shall he also reap.” 
blood be on us and our children,” 
Jews on that fatal day, thinking that it meant 
nothing, that they were only idle words. The 
words may have been idle, but the deed was 
not idle and bore its dread fruits. The fickle- 
ness and folly and prejudice and impenitence 
and cruelty, of which the deed spoke, brought 
their harvest in kind; and upon them came 
all the righteous blood ‘shed upon the’ earth, 
from the blood of righteous Abel to. the blood 
of Zacharias, son of Barachias, whom they slew 
between the temple and the altar, and the more 
precious blood still of Jesus, whom they slew 
and hanged on a tree. Every page of history: 
since shows how tragically true their own self- 
judgment was that madly and blindly called 
for the blood to be on them and on. their 
children. Spurn the subtle temptation that 
suggests that sin has no consequences. Dis- 
trust the spurious courage that shuts the eyes 
to risks. Refuse the folly that a man can sow 
the wind and yet somehow avoid the necessity 
of reaping the whirlwind. 

V. In the other stage the deceitfulness of 
sin works equally falsely and insidiously¥, 
tempting a man to despair, suggesting that he 
is now past redemption, that he has made his & 
bed and must lie on it, and that the best he 
can do is evade as much as possible any dis- 
agreeable consequences. When evil can no 
longer deny moral results and moral punish- 
ments, its last resources is to deny redemption, 
deny forgiveness, deny hope. “Ye intend to 
bring this man’s blood upon us,” querulously 
complained the priests. Yes, Peter did, as 
boldly he charged them, “Ye slew Him and 
hanged Him on a tree.” But he had also a 
deeper and further intention, if they would but 
throw down their wretched defenses, and con- 
fess their guilt and shame. He intended to show 
how they too might be cleansed by the péni- 
tential fires, how, they too might be broken by 
that cross and saved by that blood. For them, 
too, was possible forgiveness, pardon, and 
peace, with their cruel eyes washed soft by 
tears and their vile hearts washed clean by 
blood. For thet, too, brooded the divine loy 
and pity. 

In this world of moral cause, of just law, of 
righteous judgment, let no man presume. “Be 
not deceived; God is not mocked.” In this | 
world of grace and love and mercy and com- | 
passion, this world for which Christ died, let 
no man despair. Re 
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Sandals for the Journey 


A New Year’s Meditation, 
Rev. David James Burrell, D.D. New York. 


' Text: “Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; 
and as thy days, so shall thy strength be.” 
Deut. 33: 25. ; 

We stand at the threshold of another year, 
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curtain. 
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- The past is irrevocable. The Lord grant par- 

don for all its sins and shortcomings! The 
future is before us. We may not draw the 

It is a true terra incognita—an un- 
known land. How shall we prepare ourselves 
to go A into it? 

ii e know that tasks await us. The life of 
a true disciple of Christ is not a sinecure. His 
prayer for us is that we may bear fruit—much 
fruit—more fruit. Mere passive piety is 
scarcely better than none at all. If we are 
followers of the Lord Jesus Christ we may not 
shrink from cares and burdens and responsi- 
bilities. Yet who is sufficient for these things? 
If we set out alone and unprepared the jour- 
ney will be too much for us. We need a pair 
of sandals, Here they are—weakness and 
strength. Plato said, “Self-dependence is the 
secret of a successful life.” On the contrary, 
it brings a sure failure. Did you ever try to 
pluck a cockle from the rocks? It is the very 
symbol of weakness, and yet it resists all your 
efforts to disturb it. The tempest that thun- 
ders against the rocks rolls past without dis- 
lodging it. Where is the secret of its strength? 
Its weakness. The vacuum beneath that tiny 
shell is what secures it. So it is the emptying 
of a Christian soul that prepares it for the 
enduement of strength. When I am weak then 
am I strong. My weakness—God’s strength; 
these are the sandals wherewith we journey 
successfully along the path of duty. 

Temptations are before us. This must 
needs be. The grapes must be pressed or there 
will be no wine. The gold must be tried in 
the furnace. The bell must be beaten with 
sledges before it is hung in the tower. Blessed 
is the man that endureth temptation, for when 
he is tried he shall receive—character; the 
crown of life. : 

Here again we are provided with a pair of 
sandals; to wit, a present God and a true 
Bible. We are never alone in the hour of trial 
unless we choose to be. A wrongdoer says, 
“I couldn’t help it; the temptation was great- 
er than I could bear.” This is not true. It is 
never true. The word of the Lord assures us 
to the contrary. “God is faithful, who will not 
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are 
able, that ye may be able to bear it.” The old 
story of the three Bayblonish youths is ever 
being repeated. Nay, the fourth was the Son 
of God; the same whose promise is sure for- 
eyer: “Lo, I am with you always; I will not 
leave you-alone, I will come to you.” If we 
yield to temptation it is because we refuse his 

‘help. For he is not far from every one of us. 

But for our double strengthening, besides 
this present Christ, the strong staff of his word 
to lean on. A Bible Christian is a strong 
Christian. Be shod with this preparation of 
the gospel—a pair of sandals; a present. God, 
a trustworthy Bible—that you may withstand 
in the evil day. 

IIJ. There are sorrows before us. And 
where shall we find comfort? It is but grim 
consolation to say, with Eliphaz, “Man is born 
to trouble, as the sparks fly upward.” There 
is a point where the proverb “Misery loves 
company” ceases to avail and stoicism_be- 
comes a broken reed. It is related that a Hin- 
doo mother, bereaved in the death of her 
only child, took the little boy in her arms and 

went to and fro among the sacred teachers 
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asking for something to restore its life. One 
of the sages said to her, “Pluck a handful of 
mustard from the garden of a home where 
sorrow never entered.” Up and down the be- 
reaved mother went in vain. One home was 
mourning for a father, another for a child, but 
none was found where sorrow had not en- 
tered. At length, she came to the Buddha and 
told her pitiful tale. “The dead are many,” 
said he, “the living are few; go find thy com- 


fort in tears.” Is this the best that the 
Christless world can offer? Aye, But there 
is something better for us, 

A pair of sandals for sorrow. Namely— 


God knows; and, it shall work for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 
Aye, God knows. There is blessed strength in 
that. A lad in one of our deaf and dumb 
asylums was asked by a visitor, “Who made 
the world?” He wrote upon his slate, “In the 
beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth.’ Then he was asked, “How do you 
hope to be saved?” To which he answered, 
“This is a’ faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners.” Once more: “How is 
it that, when the world is full of happy children 
you have been deprived of speech and hear- 
ing?” The lad wrote in reply, “Even so, 
Father, for it seemeth good in thy sight.” This 
is coming near to the Infinite Heart. And our 
affliction after all is “light, and but for a mo- 
ment,” in view of what lies beyond. Oh! 
friends, they are light. They are but for a 
moment. The pearly gates throw their light 
this way. The hands of the angels beckon to 
a world where tears are wiped away forever. 
We can wait and be patient. “Bide a wee and 
dinna fret.” Heaven is not far off. ; 

Thus we set out, shod with the preparation 
of the gospel to meet the tasks and duties and 
sorrows of the year. “Fear not,” saith the 
Lord, “I will be with thee; yea, I will help 
thee; -yea, I will uphold thee with the right 
hand of my righteousness.” ; 

Let us make sure, however, that we set out 
right. The beginning of a journey is in taking 
the first step. No man is ready to meet the 
vicissitudes of the coming year who has not 
thrown off his burden of sin. 


Build a Bigger Soul 


Rev. James I. Vance, D.D., Newark, N. J. 


Text: “Show me thy faith without thy 
works, and I will show thee my faith by my 
works,” Jas. 2:18. 

The right relation of faith and works is a 
subject which has giyen our church more or 
less trouble, and about which many Christians 
hold hazy views. Yonder is a part of the 
church, going so far on the road of redemp- 
tion by works as to practice penance and sell 
indulgences; and here is the great Protestant 
reformation, whose battle cry is justification 
by faith, and whose disciples go gladly to 
dungeons and stake for their creed. What do 
we think about it? Do you think anything 
about it? Are you interested enough in the 
subject to have an opinion? If not, is it likely 
that you have enough religion of any kind to 
get you to heaven? 

Christianity is not a religion of salvation by 
faith and works. The gospel is not a religious © 
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alloy of human merit and divine merit and 
melting into each other and issuing the coin 
of redemption. 

TI. We are justified by faith, only by faith, 
altogether by faith; and the value of faith in 
the transaction is not that of a particular form 
of good works. The virtue of faith is in its 
receptivity. It is merely an empty hand, re- 
ceiving that which is graciously given, The 
merit is not in the hand, but in that which the 
hand holds. 

Salvation is not earned. No human merit 
can acquire it, but any human need may ob- 
tain it. It is for the richest and the poorest, 
the best and the worst. God makes his rain 
to fall on the evil and the good, on the just 
and the unjust. God is as generous with sal- 
vation as with rain. Salvation is free, The 
fact is repeated over and over again in his- 
tory, and psalmody and prophecy, in gospel 
and epistle and apocalypse. “The just shall 
live by faith.” 

Redemption is not a commercial commodity, 
One cannot buy up heaven with good works. 
Heaven is for all who will have it. Its terri- 
tory is not like land in the old states where 
every inch of ground is owned and taxed, but 
like land in new sections thrown open by the 
government, and all a settler needs to do is to 
enter his claim and to live on his land, It is 
this way with the territory of redemption, All 
you need to do is to enter your claim and live 
there, There is room for all. When the gov- 
ernment throws open a new section for settle- 
ment, there is a mad scramble, and some are 
disappointed, for there are more settlers than 
homes; but heaven is roomy. There is enough 
for all, and whoever claims, gets. 

Some regard this gospel of free salvation as 
a dangerous gospel to preach. They say: “Get 
this into your people’s heads, and they will 
leave you. They are at church only because 
they are trying to accumulate a little merit for 
eternity. - Teach them they are not saved by 
works, and they will quit work. They will 
stop giving and praying and going to church, 
You will soon find yourself without a con- 
stituency.” 

I have no fears. I am not afraid a live, 
fruit-bearing tree will stop bearing fruit when 
it learns that the fruit is not the cause, but 
the product of its life. I am not afraid that 
a live, fruit-bearing Christian will quit work 
when he learns that his works are not the 
ground, but the result, of his salvation, Paul 
was the most strenuous apostle of justification 
by faith. He did not quit work. “In labors 


‘more abundant.” 


No, I am not afraid. We cannot make too 
strong our emphasis of justification by faith 
and by faith alone. Christ is the only ground 
of salvation, “Other foundation can no man 
lay.” “Not by works, lest any man should 
boast.” 

Perhaps some one is saying, “Then you do 
not agree with James: you believe in divore- 
ing faith and works.” No, 

II. Works are fundamental to salvation. 
Air is not life, but air is essential to life. Good 
works are not salvation, but they are essential 
to it. 

We feel that James is right. “Show me thy 
faith without thy works, and T will show thee 
my faith by my works.” That is hard common 
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sense. We are not saved by works, but we 
are not saved without works, There is a 


“ deep-seated conviction in every man’s heart 
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that he who does nothing will get nothing, 
This conviction, like all universal convictions, 
is not a he, If one lives the life of a parasite 
on earth, heaven will not make him a hero, 

The Bible thoroughly indorses this view of 
works, It brands as a sham the profession 
that is not lived, Works are not superfluous, 
They are fundamental, In what sense? If 
justification is by faith alone, how ean works 
be of value? 

1. They are evidence, 

They prove that faith is genuine, THe is a 
hypocrite who professes Christianity, but does 
not practice it, If one is alive, there should 
be some evidence of the fact, If a man’s face 
be turned toward the lost world, and the man 
be following his face, you will find it hard to 
believe that he is on the road to heaven, what- 
ever he may say about it, Standing beside a 
locomotive, should you lay your hand on the 
boiler and find it cold, should you open the 
fire-door and see only gray ashes and black 
cinders, you would conclude the machine was 
in no condition to pull a train, The engineer 
might say the locomotive was ready to go out, 
but you would want evidence, A financial ine 
stitution may claim to be sound; but, if the 
only collateral it produces be a water=tank, 
you are not likely to take stock. 

The world wants evidence of your Christian. 
ity. God wants evidence, He does not say 
we are to bear witness, but be witnesses, 
Words are not enough, Works speak louder 
than words, Works validate faith, They au 
thenticate it. They certify its genuineness, 

2. Again, they help us to know God, 

The people who do God’s will are not 
strangers to him, ner he to them, The com- 
munion of work is a real communion, Dogmas 
and rituals are dead wires; good deeds are 
living lines of rapid transit, Is it not a faet 
that the people who seem to be best acquainted 
with God are those who are most actively en- 
gaged in his work? It is not strange, 

“If any man will do his will, he shall know.” 

Some are trying to argue their Way into an 
acquaintance with God, They theorie about 
the Deity; they ponder systems of theology, 
and imagine that by mastering these they are 
acquiring God, What is needed is not argue 
ment, but experience; not creeds, but deeds, 
Have you doubts? Do something Christ-like, 
and they will vanish, Have you difficulties ? 
Get to work, and they will be vanquished, 
God may be better known, and we learn in the 
school of work, 

3.. Good works develop soul-capacity, 

There is such a thing as soul-expansion and 
soul-contraction, The soul expands and con- 
tracts with its work, A pint cup holds a pint, 
This is its capacity, You may have all the 
waters of the Great Lakes to empty into the 
cup; but, for the life of you, you cannot pour 
in more than a pint, for that exhausts the cup's 
capacity, The soul's enjoyment is limited i 
its capacity, and with some the capacity is 
very small, Some are drowned by a rains 
drop, flooded by a breath of morning dew, 
There may be copious showers of reviving, but 
they only embarrass these little souls. 

What the soul needs is growth, How? — 


Ma 
eet 
>! 


: 
~} 


i 


‘* 


ee ae 


se 
<b gee S 


igh RO 
good, and the soul will get larger. 


Build a bigger soul. In God’s name, get to 
work, If we used our arms as little as our 
souls, they would atrophy. Do something and 
grow. “Build thee more stately mansions, O 
a4 soul.” What kind of a soul do you live 


4. Good works effect the heavenly reward. 
It is easy now to see how this must be so. 
We feel that if ought to be. There seems to 
be a glaring injustice in God’s administration 
if two men, one of whom had been tireless in 
good works and the other self-centred and 
indolent, go to the same happiness and get 
the same heavenly reward. We feel there 
should be a difference. And there is; not 
because God has for one what he has not for 
_ the other. He has the same for both; but 

-one man has capacity to receive and enjoy, 

_ and ‘the other has not. God cannot put a big 

- heaven into a little soul any more than you 
can put the Great Lakes into a pint cup. It 
- is true that the heavenly reward is in pro- 
portion to good works, not because God saves 
us for our works, but because works develop 
 soul-capacity. 

Thus far I have spoken only of good works 
in relation to the individual. Is a man to 
think only of himself in his works? 

5. Good works bles the world. That is 
their chief value. If all that I have said be 
~ only surmise, James is still right in his con- 
tention for works. If my works are of no use 
to me, they are still binding; for I am a 
Christian, and a Christian is not one who ends 
with himself. The world is in need. There 
are poor to succor, sick to heal, homeless to 
house, weak to protect, tempted to sustain, 
discouraged to cheer, wronged to champion 
and defend. There are blind eyes to open, 


and deaf ears to unstop, and lame feet to make 


strong. This is the work God wants done. 
How, if not through the people who claim 
to be his people? 

We are saved by faith; let us get to work. 
Let us do with our might’ whatsoever our hands 
find to do. This is our work-day, and the 
night is coming on. Let us do our work well, 
and rest will be sweet and reward will be sure. 


“How to be Happy” 
REY. ROSS F. WICKS, DAYTON, OHIO, 
Text: Luke 12:31. 


In all ages men have sought after the great 
boon of human happiness. I talked with a man 
not long ago who was erecting a beautiful 
home. I remember in the conversation he 
said: “Mr. Wicks, I am quite sure I will 
be a very happy man when I am permitted to 

- move into my new quarters.” The man who 
is really happy can count himself a very fortu- 
mate character, We have false ideas of hap- 
iness. There is much superficial happiness 
t little real, abiding, genuine happiness. How 
often when you meet a person at social gath- 
erings, and your nostrils catch the odor of 
flowers, and you see the smiles playing upon 
the face, you have said to yourself, “My, what 
-a happy character!” But after the social en- 
-gagement, all is changed. If in some way you 
_ could be ushered into the private retiring room 
such pores, another scene would greet 
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you. The flowers have lost their sweet frag- 
rance; in place of smiles the countenance is 
sad, and you can hardly believe you are in the 
presence of the same character you met but 
a few hours ago. Happiness in that instance 
is not real, not abiding. 

But I introduce you to another character,’ 
There are no flowers in her hand, nor upon her 
bosom. There are lines of care on her face; 
yet when you are ushered into the presence 
of this one, you are ied to believe that in spite 
of sorrows, in the face of hardships and dis- 
appointments, you are beholding one whose 
heart is as happy as the spring lark, and whose 
life is as fragrant as the lily of the valley, 
always happy! Happiness abiding, Now we 
naturally ask ourselves wherein lies the differ- 
ence between the. two characters, or what 
makes a happy life? Let us look into some 
of the virtues that go to make one really and 
truly happy. 3 

I, In the first place I remark, if you are 
seeking happiness be well aware of this fact, 
that your life must be a useful life before you 
can be supremely happy. The happy hfe is 
the useful life. The Bible says, “If salt have 
lost its savor * * * it is good for nothing,” 
Did you ever see people good for nothing? 


.They do not seem to be good for prayer meet- 


ing, or church, or revival services, or any- 
thing else; all because they have lost their 
savorness or usefulness. 

Let me tell you, friends, it is the useful life 
that counts. You may be able to talk like De- 
mosthenes or Cicero; you may be able to use 
excellent grammer and fine rhetoric; you may 
be able to quote Longfellow, Tennyson and 
Whittier; and yet your life may be as fruit- 
less as the dead apple tree in your back yard, 
I know a man, common ordinary fellow, whose 
life is a blessing because he is always interest- 
ing himself in the happiness of others. He 
is a poor coal driver, He is not eloquent, he 
is not scholarly, uses poor English, but my! 
how the people bend over to listen to him 


when he talks in meetings. Why? Simply 
because his life is so fragrant. He is always 
happy. : ; 

ll. Service erects our monuments. What a 


beautiful tribute Jesus paid to loving service. 
What a lasting monument he erected to one 
of his faithful ones. On the top of that monu- 
ment is just one word—‘“Mary,” and at the 
bottom of it one sentence which shall abide 
all time——‘“She hath done what she could.” 
My dear friends, teachers in the Sunday 
school, young people in the social circle, what 
are you doing? Are you erecting an immortal 
monument for yourself? Erect a monument 
of kind deeds for yourself, and your life will 
be supremely happy. : 

Ill. It seems to me the most joyous mo- 


ment in the still hour of death must be to be — 


able to look back over the years gone, and to 
feel that the days have been lived well. Dark, 


dark indeed must be the last moments for | 


many because of their neglected opportunities. 
But to the Christian who has done his di 
faithfully and well, the quiet hour when al 
is hushed, and death comes as a visitor, there 


comes not a midnight of despair, but an hour — 


of supreme delight. An old lighthouse keep 
was passing away. For years it had been 
duty to keep the lamps in the high tower b 
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ing. Now he had come down to-death. Sud- 
denly he raised himself upon one elbow and 
asked, “Is the lamp burning in the tower? 
You know we must not let it go out tonight. 
Some one will be watching for it.”, “Yes, the 
lamp is all right” “Then I can rest.” And 
the old man passed away, My brother, there 
is a light committed to your care. Are you 
looking after it properly? Remember this life 
is a stormy sea ahd rocky are the shores. 
Keep your light brightly burning and when 
your end comes, like the old lighthouse keeper 
you can say, “Then I can rest, 

TV. Lastly, the text answers the question 
put in the form of the subject, “How to be 
happy,’—"Seek ye the kingdom of God and 
all these things shall be added unto you.” 
Then there js another expressive text which 
says, “Seek first the kingdom of God.” But 
men don’t believe that, They seek anything 
else before the kingdom of Light. They seek 
wealth, fame, position, but Christ and heavenly 
things are left until the last, I often think of 
the young man who divided his life into four 
periods, each period containing fifteen years 
each, The first period was to be given to 
acquiring an education, the second period to 
acquiring wealth, the third to travel, and the 
last to God, But before he had finished his 
first period, the grim reaper had laid his hand 
upon the young man and he was gone, and God 
was left entirely out of his life. The best 
thing he left until the last, How much better 
jt would have been for him to have reversed 
the program .of his «life. Perhaps there are 
ersons in this audience this morning who 
ave said, “Yes, I want to be a Christian, I 
want to identify myself with God's people some 
day, but he now there are too many other 
things to look after; but I mean to be a Chris- 
tian some day.” Ah! my dear unconverted 
friend, your some day may be the most fatal 
day in all your history, To-day is the day 
of salvation, To-day is yours, to-morrow 
belongs to God, 

An invalid Christian was dying, She said 
to her pastor, as she pointed to her Bible, “I 
have Christ there,” as she put her hand upon 
her heart, “I have Christ here,” and as she 
epeied upward, “I have Christ there”? My 
riend away from God, seek the kingdom of 
Heaven, and T assure you, you can enjoy the 
same rich experience, Amen—Rer, Ross F, 
Wieks, Dayton Ohio, 


Demas, a Deserter 
REV, JOHN A, HUTTON, M, A, 


Text: “Demas hath forsaken me, having 
loved this present world,” 2 Tim. 4:10, 
This is all we know about Demas. His 
name is mentioned in two other letters of St. 
Paul—in Colossians and Philemon—but only 
his name. The only thing we know about the 
man is from this verse, and it tells us that he 
fell away, He was one of those wha, having 
ut his hand to the plough, looked back, He 
been singled out by God, he had felt the 
powers of the world to come, but after a short 


Ne trial of the life of strictness and faith, the old 


on th had rushed .down a him and the 
a a had become a wilderness again, 
was 


im 


Such was Demas, A bright light shone over - 
“ nimToe"a moment. Ne Tooke at ie and his tain 
a . oe (ih, 
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-soul was stirred, but he looked away and lost 


his star. He might in after days say to him- _ 
self that it was no star which had a = 
him, no real vision of God; that it was 
a meteor which had flashed across his 
dazzling him for a moment to leave 
lonelier when it was gone. In after days, 


F 


~may have tried to persuade himself that i 


z 
: 


was “the light that failed,” whereas 
is, it was himself that failed, who turned 
back and looked away. This is ind 
know about him: In the battle to which 
called him—as God calls us every one in 
midst of this world’s pressure and assault to 

win our souls and a glorious destiny—in that | 


enemy, It is all we know about him, I say; 

but when one comes to think about it, it is 

all that is worth knowing about any of us. 

We might think it unfair to dismiss a man, 

as the apostle does here, in one short sentence: 

“Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this 

present world.” But it is really not unfair, 

All that is worth knowing about any of us is: | 
How did we look upon our life? What did 

we make of life? What did life make of us?’ 
What did we see in it? Did we rise? Did 
we sink? Did we drift down the river on the 

tide of our weaknesses and inclinations, yield- - 
ing weakly to ourselves: and to the world; or. 
did we do battle with the waves and lay hold 

of God and of eternal things, while the waters 

which would have gone over our souls ru 

by? This is all that is worth knowing or 

worth considering about a human soul. re 

is the way of Demas and there is the other 
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way, 

We eannot Sg sae certainty what was the 
whole story of Demas, or how it ended. We 
can say what in all likelihood it was—for we 
know ourselves, and we can say in spite of this 
verse how it might well have ended—for we 
know the leng suffering of God. 

TI, Demas, we are almost sure, was 2 na- 
tive of Colosse or another of those towns in 
Asia, to which Paul had gone preaching the’ 
gospel. As he listened to. the apostle, the 
yeice of Christ went home to him. He came 
out boldly on the side of the Christ and was,- 
it seems, well known in certain of the churches. 
He must have up to Jerusalem with 
Paul, and aitervéards to Rome, for Paul, in 
his earlier letters from that city, sends greet- 
ing from Demas. But later on he gave way. 
We cannot say how it happened, but we know 
how it may have happened, for we know how 
these things do happen. > 

x It may be that Demas was of a light. 
and unsteady nature, one of those who, after 
a short enthusiasm, grow weary. Then they 
begin to apes themselves and end by being 
ashamed of their previous earnestness. He was 
one of those, it may be, easily agitated and 
aroused, whom the Lord recommended to 
count the cost before entering in any 
public way upon Christ’s service. It may well 
be that Demas was never thoroughly tried un- 
til the moment when he failed. mie ae, 

& Again, it be that when Demas 
heard Paul and yielded himself to Christ, he was 
at the time in some sore straits. His conscier 
nerhaps was troubl: ‘ : 


Py 


» 
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upon his head or permit them to take their 

_ course, would overwhelm him, and perhaps 
bring him open shame. In such a mood of 

_ fear and foreboding he heard Paul promising 
to all men a new life in Christ, the end of old 
entanglements and miseries of soul; and with 
the words a new day dawned for Demas. His 
whole soul, keen with its private misery, leaped 
up with gladness to clutch at this liberty which 
was offered him; and so long as those old 
fears were real to him, he clung to his faith 
in Christ, for that delivered him. But as 
time went on, those fears of his became less 
real. It seemed to him as he looked back 
that he had been exaggerating his own grounds 
for anxiety, and that, in any case, those old 
misdeeds were done long since and doubtless 
they had lost their power to shame him or to 
overthrow him. It was in an agony that he 
committed himself to Christ, and now that the 
agony had passed, he lost the clinging quality 
in his faith, i. ec. the very soul of his faith. 
A man who has reached this point will aban- 
don Christ on the first opportunity; for if 
your faith is not necessary to you, it is super- 
fluous; where it does not relieve a burden, 
it brings a burden; where it is not a source 
of joy, it kills joy. We cannot say for cer- 
tain that it was in this way that Demas fell 
away from the faith, losing first its keenness 
and then abandoning the very pretence of 
faith; losing first the living soul of faith, then 
flinging away the husk, the dead and empty 
thing; but we do know that by this way men 
drift out of their early joy in the Lord—they 
too easily forget the dreadful pit and the miry 
clay from which he delivered them once upon 
a time; and they forget that those old things 
which used to trouble and haunt them have 
an the power to gather around and appall the 
sou 

3. But from the fact that it was at Rome 
that Demas fell away, after having stood firm 
for a time, it is natural to suppose that it was 
something in Rome which brought this about. 
Now, we know many things which were likely 
to try Demas, and any one of them may have 
been too much for him. 

For one thing a change in circumstances al- 
ways brings with it certain dangers—especi- 
ally to those who are not yet confirmed in 
habits of religion. Probably none of us is 
aware how much we owe to the ordinary cir- 
- cumstances of our life for keeping us even as 
faithful as we are. The friends who know us, 
those whom we are constantly meeting, who 
are better than ourselves and those who look 
to us as being better than they are, the church 
with its associations for us and its hope and 
desire concerning us,—these all help us to re- 

“main on our own level ; they hold us to our 
word. It would be easy, comparatively speak- 
ing, for Demas to keep his feet in a place 
where he was known, where everybody knew 
what to expect from him and expected that; 
in a place where he had publicly committed 
himself to a Name and to a Cause; but in 
Rome he had no longer these things to check 
him and to support him. 

There are those who will say that Demas 

_ gave way under the hardships and persecu- 
tion to which he with the others was exposed 

_ in Rome; that he had to suffer so much as a 

Christian’ that at length, in order to escape, 


. 
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he denied his Lord. That may be, and yet 
I think it was not that. I dare to say that 
never once in the history of men has the 
soul given way under external pressure alone. 
Difficulties by themselves have never discom- 
fited a true man of God. And so I do not be- 
lieve that it was the hardships to which he 
found himself exposed in Rome that separated 
Demas from his companions and destroyed his 
loyalty to Christ. Before that could happen, 
something else must have happened for which 
Demas alone was responsible. He must have 
trifled with himself in some way, he must 
have looked and listened when he ought to 
have looked away. and prayed earnestly and 
consulted Paul. And he may have been 
tempted to some sin that seemed to cut him 
off from all the Christian people that he knew 
and from Christ himself, 

In one or other of these ways, then, this 
tragedy took place, when the light that was 
ine Demas became darkness. Certainly these 
are some of the ways in which we may fall 
away from our own steadfastness. Let us 
be on our guard against any one of them to 


* which we seem to be peculiarly liable. 


TI, We know nothing further about De- 
mas. Was he restless and dissatisfied after- 
wards? Every time he met a Christian im 
the streets of Rome, did he blush and hang 
his head, or turn up a street to avoid a meet- 
ing? We do not know. Or did he become 
quite callous, defending his unbelief with fur- 
ther sinning, stifling the crying of his soul? 
When he met a Christian in the streets of 
Rome, did he merely jeer and scoff and call 
names? Once more, we do not know; indeed 
it may have happened either way. 

Ill. And then how did it all end? What 
became of Demas in this world and hereafter? 
We know none of these things. But we do 
know how it might all have ended, for we 
know the goodness and long-suffering of God, 
—‘that the wideness of God’s mercy is like 
the wideness of the sea.” We know how it 
might all have ended, even though everybody 
had been talking of Demas’ mistake, or sin, 
or crime, or whatever it was. For we have 
known a woman in the country whose son- 
gave her much sorrow until at last he ran 
away from*home. But every night when all 
»was still, she stood upon the doorstep look- 
ing out into the darkness. And when at 
length she turned wearily and closed the door 
behind her, she would never lock it, not she. 
She always left it on the latch, promising to 
herself and to the love of God within her 
mother’s heart, that her son would try the 
door that night, that he would steal in and 
that he would see things ready for him, and 
that in the morning when they met she would 
speak no word of reproach. We know how 
it might have ended with Demas, how it might 
have ended with every one who ever went 
wrong or fell out of the way. 
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Working Plans for asSeriescamue mane 


Sermon on the Mount 
The Kingdom of Heaven, 
. (A series of discourses by the Rev. John H, 
Blackburn, pastor Lakewood M. FE. church, 
Lakewood, 0. We give his sermon notes 
which he took into the pulpit.) 


I Citizenship in the Kingdom, 

Il The Law of the Kingdom, 

III The Righteousness of the Kingdom, 

IV The Relation of the Christian to the good 
things of the World. 

V The Relation of the Christian to the Evil 
of the World. 


“VI The Way into the Kingdom. 


Will be found valuable for the prayer meet- 
ing as well. 

Citizenship in the Kingdom. Matt, 5:1-16. 

“The Magna Charta of Christianity.” 
Fundamental in teaching of Jesus. Not ell 
the truth. Basic principles. More than ser- 
mon. “Charter of Commonwealth of Heaven.” 
Constitution of Kingdom of Heaven. What 
Jesus said of kingdom. <A kingdom to be 
established in this world. Message of John, 
of Jesus, of disciples, Gospel of Kingdom. 
Inquires, What? Citizens? Required? Laws 
and obligations? How become citizens? 


“Answer. Fundamental principles. Constitu- 


tion. Not disconnected sayingss. Orderly 
presentation of great truths. Consider this 
discourse, Unity of thought and purpose. 
Great principles. Charneter of Citizens, Re- 
lation to World. Kingdom implies Subjects. 
Words addressed to individuals. Truth. 
World is what individuals make it, Society. 
Kingdom of Heaven, Society cannot be made 
better en masse. Make self better, make 
neighbors better. Slow process. Only way, 
Personal touch, Method of Jesus. Method 
for propagation of gospel. Individuals as 
members of society. Jesus did not think of 
man alone, member of organism. Not simply 
to save individual. For sake of others, 
Character constitutes Citizenship in Kingdom 
of Henven, Things that make highest qual- 
ity of character. Bentitudes, “Blessed.” 
King of Heaven came to bring blessing. Life. 
Blessedness is splritunl. Depends, not on 
condition, but on character, Not what one 
has, what he is. Object, not to get, to be. 
Not a matter of race, ete.—of character, Kle- 
ments are not common virtues. Ordinary 
morality. 
morality. Common respectability required 
for earth commonwealth. More than that in 
this. An octave of Beatitudes, “Diatonic 
scale of heaven's music.” Progressive order. 
Reaches down. <Ascends. V. 8 Kingdom 
not for conceited, self-satisfied, ete. Spiritual 
pride. Dissatisfaction with self, own defects 
at beginning. Receive most largely of .bless- 
edness. V. 4. Poverty of spirit leads to 
mourning. Sorrow for sin and neglect. Sense 
of loss, regret. Most appreciative of wealth. 
Vv. 6. Such a one will be humble, getting 
more than déserves. Not complain of trials, 
Patient, gentle, kind. Appreciate blessings. 
Win for himself best things of life. V. 6. 
Previous conditions lead to this. Chief long- 
ing, not for wealth, ete.—right with God. 
God ready to satisfy such a one, Filled. V. 7. 
Conscious of needs of others. Less eritical, 
more sympathetic. Self-righteous, critical; 
humble, sympathetic. Merciful, forgiving, re- 
ceive mercy and forgiveness, V. 8 Lives in 
harmony with God, see him. Heart purified, 
vision and fellowship of God possible. See 
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Assumed, More than ordinary, 


God here and now. Glorify all of life. Only 
pure in heart. V. 9 All preceding brings 
peace to heart, lover and promoter of peace. 


. Not allow little things to disturb, Do all he 


can to allay strife. Sons of God. Vs. 10-12. 
Blessedness, transforms hard things into joy. 
Troubles, blessings. Having this experience, 
what wealth of soul. Progressive series. 
Christlikeness. Those possessing or seeking, 
Citizens of the Kingdom. Qualities Not For 
Themselves Alone, Because of Relation to 
World. To be blessed, to be a blessing. Known 
by character, by influence. Influence two- 
fold. Negative, ‘positive. Salt and Light. 
“Ye nre the salt of the enrth!’ Preserve. 
Keep from decay, Tendency to decay, Some 
element to counteract, hold in check, Chris- 
tians, Chureh. Does exert such an Influence, 
Influence of Christian Life. “But if the salt 
have lost its savor.” Great trouble. Chris- 
tians do not live differently from world. 
Something more than respectability and mor- 
ality. Characteristics of beatitudes. Spiritual 
savor and power. If lacking in this, neu- 
tralize influence of church. “Ye are the Hgeht 


* of the world.” Gives of itself. Diffuses it- 


self. Christ is light of world, Christian also. 
Show forth Christ. World’s Bible. Form 
opinion of Christ. “A city set on a hill.” 
Cannot hide light. Cannot prevent influence, 
People are looking and judging. Attracted 
to Christ, or repelled depends on you. A 
warning, trying to conceal light. “Neither 
do men light a lamp.” Nature of light to 
shine. Let it shine. Not to attract attention, 
to illumine. People afraid of display. Con- 
ceal religion. Should reveal itself in all of 
life. Afraid of saying or doing anything to 
reveal that we are Christians. Seem to be 
ashamed of it. Afraid of being thought pe- 
culiar, ete. Where one makes a parade, hun- 
dred shrink back and conceal. Simple and 
natural, not display, not hiding light, letting 
it shine, Puts it beautifully. V. 16. Are we 
citizens of the Kingdom? Are we possessed 
of characteristics in Beatitudes? Are we 
salt of earth and light of world? Are we 
letting: our light shine? 


The Law of The Kingdom. Matt. 5:17-48, 


“Ye therefore shall be perfect as your 
heavenly Father is perfect.” Matt. 5:48. 

Often said, Sermon on Mt. ideal. Not apply 
in practical way. Quotation: “I wonder if 
any of you hwe ever had the feeling that 
has come to me in reading Christ's Sermon 
on the Mount. It is a feeling of great dis- 
tance and almost intolerable remoteness—a 
feeling as though one should come to a 
mighty cliff, towering far up into heaven, 
crowned with eternal beauty and radiance, 
and hear a voice crying from that far height, 
‘Come up hither and dwell with me” When 
I listen to those wonderful beatitudes, when 
I hear those searching demands for a purity” 
which is stainless in deed, in word, in thought, 
in feeling, when I see how straight is the- 
gate and how narrow is the way that leadeth 
unto life, a sense of utter helplessness sweeps 
through me and my spirit Is overwhelmed 
within me.”"—Henry Van Dyke, 

Others class it with law of old dispensa- 
tion. Even farther removed than that. Es- 
pecially text. How? Does Jesus simply hold 
up ideal of perfection? Simply faultless 
standard by which lives to be judged? Then 
no hope, despair, doom, Such a view arises 
from misconception of spirit and purpose of — 
Jesus. Misinterpretation of this passage, 

“44 
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Also of that other passage, vy. 17. Jesus does 
set up standard of perfect goodness. Higher 
than that of Old Test. Could not expect it 
otherwise. Religion an aspiration and strug- 
gle. Glory of Christian life is its height of 
attainment. Distinetive difference between 
righteousness of Old Test and that presented 
by Jesus. One outward conformity, but with 
desires and inclinations of heart at variance. 
No help. Purpose of Jesus, not to reaffirm 
law and set higher standard but reveal means 
by which evil inclinations may be overcome, 
Law of life and love. Spiritual health and 
life. Heart in harmony with righteousness, 

Law, not only on statute books, on heart, 
Not outward conduct, but purpose, determin- 
ing element. By making it possible to have 
heart made right, possible for outward con- 
duct to conform, ‘Text, not command, prom- 
ise. Partakers of divine nature, divine love 
and motive power, right living proceeds spon- 
taneously. Motive power comes not simply 
from inspiration of ideal, but from love. In 
this sense Jesus came to fulfill the law. Not 
to abrogate, not to lower standard, new 
meaning, new motive, law, instead of terror, 
a delight. No citizen of Kingdom would de- 
liberately transgress or influence others to 
do so. Otherwise not a citizen. Degree to 
which one has love for righteousness de- 
termines standing in Kingdom. “Except your 
righteousness.” V. 20. Righteousness of 
Scribes and Pharisees. “Woe unto you, 
Scribes and Pharisees, hyprocrites! for ye 
are like unto whited sepulchres, which out- 
wardly appear beautiful, but inwardly are 
full of dead men’s bones, and of all unclean- 
ness.” Will not pass in Kingdom, Right- 
eousness of Heart. Law of Kingdom, not out- 
ward conformity, but Law of the heart. Law 


of love. “Love is fulfilling.” Primary thing 
is motive. To illustrate difference, some ex- 
amples. Pharisaical interpretation of law. 


Outward conformity vs. attitude of heart. 


1. Murder. Vs. 21-26. Sixth Command- 
ment limited to killing. Jesus, essence of 
murder, unjustifiable anger. Harbors hatred. 
Applications. Offering gift to God with some- 
thing wrong with brother. Warning against 
appearing before judgment seat with memory 
of wrong not made right. Hasten to make 
right. 

2, Adultery. Vs. 27-32. 
Not simply act, sin of heart. Impure thought, 
unholy imagination, etc. Applications. Per- 
sonal purity maintained at any cost. Throws 
guard around home-life. Exalts marriage 
bond. 

8. Perjury. Vs. 33-37. Oath not necessary 
to establish word. Word as good as oath, 
No bearing on use of oaths in court. Chris- 
tian should have regard for his word, Story 
of Scotchman and note. Word of a Chris- 
tian, 


Sin of impurity. 


4. Revenge or Retaliation. Vs. 38-42, 
Pharisees sanctioned private revenge. Jesus 
repudiates it. TIllustrations difficult. Met 
with objections. Not practical, Difficulty in 
adherence to letter, rather than spirit. Put 
in oriental way, very striking. Shall I do 
these things? Best interpretation, “Always 


do the loving thing.” Shall I retaliate for 
injury? Better have spirit of Christ, endure. 
Do the other more good my treating him 
with love. V. 42. Beggar, tramp, imposter. 
Obey command. Careful what we give. Lov- 
ing the thing. Money may be worst thing. 
Needs something to develop manhood. Needs 
interest, sympathy, time, thought. Treat 
every man as a brother, do the helpful thing. 
In this spirit a practical application. 


5. Law of Love. Fundamental Law. Vs. 


43-47, What Pharisees say. What Jesus 
says. You will, if you are sons of the heaven- 
ly Father. His love to all alike. V. 45. Leads 
to key-thought of Sermon, all these require- 
ments can be fulfilled only as we become 
sons of the heavenly Father. His nature, A 
lofty standard. Highest attainment. Not by 
ourselves. Left to ourselves it is unattain- 
able. By God’s Spirit, making us like God. 
So section closes, not with command, promise. 
Vv. 48. Shall we not seek to attain it. Per- 
fection of heart, inner life controlled by love, 
Sons of God, Worthy citizens of the Kingdom. 


The Righteousness of the Kingdom. 
6:1-18, 

“Take heed that you do not your righteous- 
ness before men, to be seen of them, else ye 
have no reward with your Father who is in 
heaven.” Matt. 6:1. 

Continuation of righteousness. Emphasized 
in former section, v. 20. Righteousness of 
heart. In instances given outward conform- 
ity good, not far enough. Deeper. V. 20. 
To-day, external conformity not good, evil, 
pretense, Warning. “Be ye not as the hypo- 
crites.” Not being seen that is condemned, 
variance with v. 16. Matter of heart, motive. 
Why engage in these acts? To be seeh? 
Hearts prompt us? Warning. V. 1. Making 
show of religion. Three characteristic re- 
ligious acts. I, Alms-Giving. Vs. 2-4. From 
standpoint of one who gives, Gift bestowed 
with ostentation may do good. No value in 
sight of God, no reward, Jesus knew vanity 
of heart. Danger of taking pride in giving. 
In this day, display of wealth, trumpet-sound- 
ing giving. To get a name. Announcement 
of large gifts. Popular way of raising money. 
Would same amounts be given otherwise? 
Some reason for publicity. Should not be 
necessary for sake of giver. Publicity in 
contributions to Church. Some light. As a, 
matter of business, necessary to know. 
Should not be necessary to induce people to 
give. Ideal way of supporting a church. No 
lack of funds. Would such a plan succeed? 
Why not? Not attained to right idea in giv- 
ing. Come nearer to spirit of Christ. Those 
who sound trumpets have reward. Name. 
Attention. How paltry and unworthy! Jesus 
opposed, puts it strongly, v. 8. Not to court 
attention of others, not to think of own 
gifts. Father sees, will recompense. Reward. 
II. Prayer. Vs. 5-15. Two warnings. 1. 
Against Praying for Display. Custom of 
Pharisees. Little danger of this. Prayers in 
public addressed to people. Danger in public 
prayer. Keeps people from praying in public. 
Considering prayer from standpoint of men, 
not God. To affect earnestness, etc. Pre- 
tense. Has reward. Does not reach ear of 
God. Truest prayer is in inner chamber of 
heart. No pretense. Reach ear of God. 
Father delights to hear and answer. Word 
about public prayer. People in thought. Rep- 
resentative. Presence of God. 2. Against 
Superstition in Praying. Vs. Vain repetitions. 
In both cases sin is’ same. Heart not in 
words. Not wrong to repeat prayer. Great 
desire. Importunate. Vain repetitions, Mere 
words. Saying prayers. Long time in prayer, 
as though virtue in time. A night in prayer. 
Why did Jesus spend night in prayer? Sprit- 
ual exercise? Heart burdened, felt need. 
Same conditions, pray. God does not need 
information. Knows all. If unburdening of 
heart, tell all. Not form of words, not time 
used, it is the heart that counts. Real de- 
sire. Model. WLord’s Prayer. Model of Form: 
Brief. Comprehensive. Simple. Direct. Or- 
derly. Model in Substance: Above selfish 
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eonsiderations, God first. Our wants, Warn- 
estness in deliverance from sin. Model in 
Spirit: Reverence. Fraternity. Forgiveness. 
Embodies teaching of Jesus concerning 
Prayer. 


Ill. Fasting. Vs. 16-18. Principle as to 
time for fasting in Matt. IX, Not special 
days, as heart leads to it. Taken for granted 
there will be times of fasting. How to fast? 
Pharisees, Display. Reward. How we are 
to fast. No difference in outward appearance, 
God will know, due credit. Fasting con- 
demned that is done to be seen of men. Obs 
serving fast days. Observing certain days 
or seasons, because it is custom. No heart 
in it. Acting a part. Hypocrite. If inward 
feeling leads to abstain, spiritual meditation, 
longing for spiritual blessing, follow it, but 
attract as little attention as possible. Don’t 
make show of religion. These three examples, 
illustrations, cover scope of religious life. 
Alms-Giving, Outgoing, Prayer, Upgoing. 
kasting, effect on self. All related. Nearer 
to God, lower in humility, broader in sym- 
pathy. All depends on inner life. What 
Jesus emphasizes. Key to every principle. 
Honest with God. Religion real. No pre- 
tense. Acts of religion prompted by honest 
motives, if to be recognized by God. Ob- 
serving outward forms will secure its ob- 
ject, praise of men. Not réward of God in 
development of soul-lifé. Honesty, sincerity, 
earnestness, bring soul in touch with God, 
develops righteousness that is of God. Right- 
eousness of the Kingdom depends on truth 
in inward parts. May our righteousness, our 
religion, be such as that, bring richest re- 
ward! 


The Busy Parent 


AND 


The Sunday School Teacher 


WILL WELCOME 


THE UNFOLDING LIFE 


a study of Development with reference to Religi- 
ous Training, 


By ANTOINETTE ABERNETHY LAMOREAUX. 


This book endeavors to meet the need of the 
busy parent or Sunday School teacher who de- 
sires to nurture intelligently a aprons life. 
Some of the great facts which Child $ and 
Psychology have revealed Canaan erie: and 
development from early childhood to maturity 
are discussed in untechnical language, and their 

ereber sea, bearing upon work in the home and 
unday schoo] made clear. Although nurture, 


physically and intellectually, is not overlooked, 
the underlying purpose of the book is to make 
sane and effective the religious nurture of un- 
folding life. 


Price, postpaid, 60c. 


The Religious Publishing Co. 
194 Michigan Ave., CHICAGO. 


Kindly mention this magazine. 


Religious Review of Reviews 


Early in the financial panic which has been 
disturbing the country President Roosevelt 
was blamed, or rather the policies for which 
he stands were held responsible. Replying 
to the charge he said: “My policies are an 
effort to punish’ successful dishonesty. I 
doubt if they have brought on the present 
trouble, but if they were it will not alter in 
the slightest degree my perseverance in those 
policies for the remaining sixteen months of 
my term. I want to see the process of gain- 
ing wealth by successful dishonesty stopped 
before it goes so far as to invite reaction. 
In .other words, our whole aim is to make 
the decalogue and the golden rule of some 
practical moment in the business life of this 
country.” 


Rev. Minot Osgood Simons, of the Chureh 
of.the Unity in Cleveland, recently preached 
a sermon on “Intellectual Rectitude in Relig- 
ion,” in which he said some pertinent things 
about the attitude of the church toward sin 
and sinners. We quote: “It is facing the 
past in seeking to perpetuate dogmatic Chris- 
tianity, and it is. rying to face the present 
with its wider knowledge and deeper moral 
insight. The church officially insists upon 
the old theology, and unofficially discards it. 
Is the world lost or not? What is salvation? 
Just now the church is giving no consistent 
answers, and the suspicion is widespread 
that it is not displaying the same courageous 
integrity which it demands of the world.” 


A little more than a.decade ago the issue 
among religious leaders was the literal in- 
spiration of the Bible. Then came the storm. 
of higher criticism which challenged the ex- 
istence of any inspiration whatever. Now we 
are discussing evangelism and the applica- 
tion of Christian principles to business and 
politics. The present trend is decidedly in 
the direction of less creed and more charac- 
ter; less churchianity and more Christianity. 

General Booth says the same message that. 
announces his death will also name his suc-. 
cessor. The Salvation Army will therefore 
escape the demoralization of having to 
choose a new leader. It is probable that the 
policy will be for each general to name his 
successor, or to have the successor selected 
in advance of his death by a council, John 
Wesley provided for the supervision of 
Methodism in a little different way, but it 
was effective in that it prevented any con- 
fusion at his death. 

There is deep anxiety in many quarters 
over the flood tide of worldliness that is 
threatening the churches. Men capable of 
wise spiritual leadership on a large scale 
were never in greater demand, 

Zion’s Herald, of Boston, says: It was 
Canon Farrar who said: “John Wesley saved 
the Church of England from lethargy and 
death, although at first she so angrily and 
contemptuously rejected him.” Is it neces- 
sary for another Wesley to come to save the 
church he founded from lethargy and death? 
This question is not born of pessimism, but 
of actual conditions. Wesleyanism was 
simply evangelism, personally incarnated, 
What has become of it, and how is it to be 
recovered? Must another Wesley come to 
show us? 

Another denominational wall is beginning 
to crack. The Episcopalians in some quar-" 
ters are questioning their attitude toward 
ministers of other denominations, in whieh 
they have refused to recognize as valid any 
ordination outside of the Episcopalian 
church. In other words, they have always 
refused to allow Protestant ministers to oc» 
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* cupy Episcopalian pulpits. They have been; 


almost as exclusive -on that point as the 
Roman Catholics; The Churchman, of New 
York, says: “It is nothing short of presump- 
_ tion, if it be not blasphemy itself, to deny 
_ the fruits of the Spirit to those whom He has 
used as instruments for telling the world of 
His salvation. The Bishop of Washington is 
quoted as saying: ‘Life in Christ among the 
Protestant denominations is too manifest, too 
unmistakable for us to deny its presence.’” 


Thanks to Moderator T. D. Calvin McClel- 
lan, of the Brooklyn Presbytery, the “five 
minute sermons” have been abolished from 
clerical examinations. Heretofore candidates 
applying for a license have been obliged to 
preach for five minutes before the Presbytery. 
Hereafter candidates will hand in written 

~ sermons, and if deemed expedient, preach a 
regular discourse of twenty or thirty min- 
utes’ duration. 


The New York Observer earnestly advo- 
cates the use of “brains in church work.” 
There is no doubt about the need of conse- 
crated business ability in managing church 
enterprises. 4 


Wide publicity has been given to the utter- 
ances of the Bishop of London on the perils 
which threaten the church both in England 
and America. We give one of his striking 
sentences: “To run a church as a man runs 
a successful business, to depend upon clever- 
ness and management rather than the grace 
of God, to neglect prayer and intercession in 
favor of influence with fhe press, to lower ‘the 
teaching of the church or its moral standard, 
in order to suit a self-indulgent age, is to 
spell ruin and failure and shame for the 
most orthodox church in the world.” 


Rev. William A. Sunday is steadily gowing 
as an evangelist. Like others who have suc- 
ceeded in that line, he is. something of an 
autocrat. The Home Herald says of him: 


“He is a regularly ordained minister of the 
Presbyterian church, and yet he outrages 
every accepted canon of religious worship 
and ministerial decorum. But he gets re- 
sults. People are at first horrified, then 
amused, and then converted. He has very 
strict conditions before accepting an invita- 
tion for services. All denominations must 
unite in it; a wooden tabernacle must be 
erected, and all expenses of himself, his help- 
ers and of the meetings must be guaranteed 
in advance, so that there will be no financial 
pressure on the congregations. He has, how- 
ever, never failed to raise all the money ex- 
pended on his meetings, and his time is fully 
engaged three years ahead. MHis oddity at- 
tracts, but his sincerity and earnestness con- 
vince ” 


Non-episcopal bodies in the United States 

will be interested in a new departure in Aus- 
tralia, noted in one of our exchanges. The 
Victorian General Assembly has affirmed an 
overture of the Presbytery of Melbourne 
South, providing for a limited itineracy of 
the clergy, with appointments for five years, 
which may be extended to seven years on 
request of pastor and congregation. Under 
the proposed arrangement the right to call is 
surrendered by the congregation and assign- 
ments made by Presbytery on advice of a 
“transference” committee, preferences ex- 
pressed by congregation and minister being 
taken into account. The plan is not to be 
of universal application, but will include 
theological licentiates and graduates, and 
' ministers entering the Presbytery from other 
bodies, and charges paying. $1,250 per annum 
and less. Those paying larger salaries are 
to continue under the old order, 
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TheTenYearPen 


Self-Filling 
Self-Cleaning 
Non-Leakable 
Always Writes 


AND IS 


GUARANTEED 


to be perfectin construc- 
tion and material, and to 
last for ten years contin- 
uous use 3 F i : 
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Ten-Year Pen 


1, Filling the pen is a delight’ and 
marvel of simplicity. 

2. No filler required. Pen is filled by 
slight pressure of thumb and finger on a 
metal bar fastened to a rubber sac, 

3. No filler to lose or break. 

4. Can be filled at any time or any 
place where there is ink. 

5. Ink is drawn directly from inkstand 
into rubber sac, inside the barrel. One 
motion fills the sac full. Overflow im- 
possible, 

6. Bubbles never occur, as the act of 
filling excludes all air from the sac. 

7. Ink flows perfectly at all times; 
jabbing or jarring never necessary, 

8. Pen can be left uncovered indefin- 
itely. Can becleaned in a moment’s time, 
so perfect is the device for self-cleaning, 

9. Joint made tight. No occasion to 
unscrew except to put in a new sac, and 
that we do without expense to purchaser. 

10. Penisalways dryandclean. Own- 
ner becomes a model of patience and 
suavity ; no reason to be otherwise. 

We will sell you one of these pens for 
$2.50, or we will furnish one with a 
years subscription to Tam ExpostTtor 
for $3.00. 

It is highly commended by Amos R. 
Wells, Christian Endeavor World and 
many others. 
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: The New Church Plan—Mission Style 


L. B. Valk Architectural Co., 499 Stimson Block, Los Angeles, Oalif., Architects. 
A $15,000 Church seating 515, and a Sunday school room 254 


This is one of the New Plan churches de- 
signed for Aberdeen, Wash., for a lot 72x112, 
and is one of the hest examples of an artifi- 
cial stone church wherein all the outside walls 
are of hollow blocks faced with a warm grey 
color waterproof facing 1 inch thick on each 
blotk, and all laid up in light brown color 
mortar joints. 

It is all on one floor, no- basement except 
for a dining room and kitchen under Sunday 
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school part, with furnace room for coal and 
wood, 


The audience room is 40x55, seats 815 
Three parlors open into it seating 120 
making 435 


And with a small gallery over vestibule seat- 
ing 80 we have an audience of 515, 

The choir is placed as in the New Plan, on 
the platform facing the minister, The organ 
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is up over choir room and shows full in the 
church and can be played for Sunday school 
also. 


Then the Sunday school, 27x40, seats 170 
Eight gallery classes 84 
making 254 


in full view of platform. The division be- 
tween church and Sunday school being a beau- 
tiful rood screen instead of ugly sliding doors 
or rolling partition. 

The rood screen has sliding panels and on 
them you hang maps, black boards, pictures, 
ete, which slide up with the panels. This 
makes an architectural feature pleasing to the 
eye. 

A word as to position of speaker when the 
two rooms are opened up. He stands at B, 
with or without the pulpit being moved, he is 
then in position where he can be seen by 
every one in the whole church, and his voice 
can be heard by those farthest off. He is in 
close touch with his audience, his choir, the 
music being right between the two audiences. 

Compare this plan with any plan ever de- 
vised and see if it does not cover every objec- 
tion, it is just what many ministers have asked 
for and obtained, 

The tower is directly over audience room, 
has a beautiful stained glass ceiling light 
throwing a warm glow of light over the whole 
audience and the same by electric light. 

The cost of this church was $15,000 for the 
building complete. 


Topics for Sermons 


Immanuel—Walnut Ave. Church, Roxbury, 
Boston, Clarence A. Vincent, D. D., pastor. 


Life Lessons from our Community. 
Bunker Hill, or Success through Failure. 
The Boston Massacre, or Life through 

Death. 
The Tea Party, or Principles before Things. 
Faneuil Hall, or The Place of Speech in 
Life. 


Plymouth Rock, or Authority in Life. 


Topics for New Year by Cleveland pdstors 
in 1907. 

New Year’s Day.—J. H. Blackburn took “A 
Backward Look,” in the morning, and in the 
evening “A Forward Look”; W. B. Pickard, 
“Turned a New Leaf”; C. B. Mitchell, “Fu- 
tures” and “Eyes Front’; W. B. Slutz, “Get- 
ting a New Start’; G. K. Morris, “Resolutions 
and Resolution’; O. J. Moore, “I Will ——’” 


Lakewood Methodist Episcopal Church, 


John H. Blackburn, pastor. 
Some Searching Questions. 

These are questions that Jesus asked when 
he was on earth, and that he is asking today: 

Nov. 10th, “Will ye also go away?” John 
6:67. A question of loyalty. 

Nov. 17th, “Lovest thou me more than 
these?” John 21:15. A question of love. 

Nov. 24th, “Why stand ye here‘idle?” Matt. 
20:6. A question of service. 

Dec. 1st, “What reason ye among your- 
selves?” Mark 9:33. A question of motive. 

Dec. 8th, “What wilt thou that I shouldst 


do unto thee?” Matt. 20:32. A question of 
desire. 
Dec. 15th, “What doth it profit a man to 


gain the whole world and forfeit his life?” 
Mark 8:36. A question of profit and loss. 

Dec. 22d, “Who say ye that I am?” Matt. 
16:15. A question of personal relation to 
Christ. 

Dec. 29th, “Could ye not watch with me one 
hour?” Matt. 26:40. A question of faithful- 
ness, 


THE BIBLICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA. 
(See Colored Page 147) 

When you have examined the fourfold treatment 
of the text, and examined the same treatment of the 
reference texts in the margin, then turn to the in- 
dexes 1 and 2 in the volume you are using, look 
up the subjects of the heads of your sermon, and you 
will, in most cases, find in the one volume all the 
illustrative matter you can use. But if what you 
find is not entirely appropriate (no man with the 
“Biblical Encyclopedia” needs distort or strain to 


- illustrate a point) then carry the same research into 


the other four volumes. This will result in more il- 
lustrative or illuminative matter on a subject and its 
different phases than you can find in any two or 
three works. Suppose your subject was Contentment. 


You examine comment on page 349, Vol. II, Job. 


20:22. After examining the paragraphs on 21: 23, 
you would turn to Eccl. 5: 13, 14, page 22, Vol. III, 
and examine comment, and also illustrative matter. 
“Anxieties of Rich;” thence to Jer. 17: 11 on page 
425, Vol. III. Then turn Index 1 of Vol. II and 
under “Content” and “Contentment” you find nine 
references in that volume and “Riches”? furnishes 19 
references. Index 2 of the same volume under 
“Contentment.” ‘Riches and Rich” furnishes fifteen 
references to most excellent illustrations, Thus in 
one volume alone you have forty-three references. 
Extend the research to the other four volumes and 
you will find upwards of zoo references. This would 
amount to some twenty pages or enough to preach 
two sermons on the subject if you used no other 
words or thoughts than those in the “Biblical En- 
cyclopedia.” Certainly we expect no one to do this, 
we simply mention this as an illustration of our 
statement that it is a homiletic gold mine and more 
productive of suggestive thoughts and information 
than any four Biblical works you can purchase. 
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In the Pastor’s Study 


Edited by Samuel Gardiner Ayres, Librarian 
of Drew Theological Seminary. 
Read or Die. 

Some years ago two men were attending 
the Methodist conference to which they be- 
longed. They stood before the book table of 
the conference book store. One was looking 
over the books, the other was talking to 
him about various conference matters. Final- 
ly the studious one had examined all of the 
books exposed for sale. About a dozen books 
were before him. From these, after much 
consulting of the table’ of contents a half 
dozen were picked out and handed to the 
salesman to be wrapped for taking away. The 
salary for the year was meager, and this must 
do for the next twelve months. They wouid 
be read many times. The other turned -and 
-ssaid, “What! are you buying books? I have 
not bought any since I was fifty and never 
expect to buy any more.” This statement is 
expressive of the attitude of a very few men. 
One does not need to make the application. 

A few years ago there used to be more talk 
about the “dead line” than we hear now. We 
have so much to do in these days, that we no 
longer have time to stop and think about it. 
It still exists, however, for some men. How- 
ever, the evil day may be put off by Keeping 
heart and mind fresh—the heart by new sup- 
plies from the storehouse of grace; the mind 
by the reading of some new book which shall 
stimulate to thought, or the re-reading of 
some old book which shall bring to us mental 
stimulus. What the book shall be is for each 
one of us to determine. Minds are as dissim- 
ilar as tastes. To some, Butler’s Analogy is a 
stimulus; for another, the solving of some 
dificult mathematical problem performs the 
office. Others find that the reading of a fine 
-piece of writing in history or fiction ener- 
gizes the mind. 

A few years ago it was my privilege to 
enter the study of a dear old superannuated 
preacher. He was a great student and always 
had been. At this time he was past seventy 
years of age, but his mind was as active and 
fresh as that of many younger men. He was 
carefully comparing a new translation of the 
New Testament with the original Greek and 
the Authorized version. He furnished a splen- 
did example of the man who always keeps 
his mind in training. Such a man is a source 
of amazement to friends and parishioners. As 
we write a like example comes to mind. 
Bishop E. G. Andrews, of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church, is such a man. His reading is 
more -voluminous and better comprehended 
than that of many a younger man. His life is 
a challenge and a constant call to all young 
men to form habits of diligence. The great 
statesman, William Ewart Gladstone, was a 
notable instance of a like kind. Such exam- 
ples not only call us to greater effort but 
show us the exceeding value of such a 
course. 

What is our aim in life? Are we willing 
to pay the price? Is it our aim to be a great 
preacher? Then we must pay the price. 

What is the price? This is what we must 
pay if we attain. Hours of weary, weary 
toil, careful painstaking toil. Reading and 
study. If the toiler has already attained his 
ideal in some measure he must persevere in 
this same direction, and the toil must never 
cease, for the price is ever and always the 
same. Some men think not and alas their 
life ends in failure and incompetency. Years 
and experience give greater ease in work and 
study, but require great diligence to avoid 
set phrases, grooves in thought, woodenness 
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of expression, and the abatement of natura 
forces. ; 

But there is a higher call to the preache 
than this ambition. If not he is not fit 
a preacher. I mean that a man must have 
throned within his heart of hearts the 
to be the best that it is possible to be 
the sake of Jesus Christ and the k 
God. 

No worker can be his best without maa 
ment for the work. There are very few work- 
ers who cannot afford at least one book a 
year. If you are such an one, let your one 
book be a great book, like Salmond’s Chris- 
tian Doctrine of Immortality. Then live in 
the book for a year and with Bible and note 
book work out its problems and trace its 
thought tangents and you will be surprised 
at the new richness of thought life that will | 
come. Do not accept a statement because 
the author writes it, but go over the proofs” 
for yourself. Now I hope that not all who. 
read this will proceed to order the book of 
Dr. Salmond. It is a very great book, but to > 
some it would be a useless purchase. In an- 
other article on the recommendation of books - 
I will tell why. 

I have not gone over any of the arguments 
for reading. You probably know them better 
than I do, for if you have not preached to 
your young people on the value of reading 
you ought to do so at least once a year. With 
such an audience before me I have not felt it 
necessary to argue. This is just an exhorta- 
tion to stir up your mind by way of remem- 
brance. If it will help to keep you at your 
books and study I shall be satisfied. If it 
helps to make you a selfish recluse of the 
study, one who is out of touch with his people 
I shall be sorry. 

To the true and unselfish man trying to fit 
himself for highest service there is a joy and 
a relish in the acquirement of knowledge, not 
only for its own sake, but for the Master’s 
sake. We must say, with Paxton Hood, 
“Books are the wings of the soul; their beau- 
tiful thoughts, their high aspirations, their 
refreshing meditations are wings to bear us 
upward—onward.” Let us find our way to 
the best. 


A Thought Stimulating Book. 


Professor Shailer Matthews, of Chicago 
University, has recently issued a book pubes 
lished by the Macmillan Co., New York, enti- 
tled, “The Church and the Changing Order,” 
price $1.50 net. First of all, we will say that 
it is a very inspiring book. But some of our 
radical conseryatives will not be able to ac- 
cept all of its conclusions. It is a mediating 
book, so it will not please all of the extxreme- 
ly radical people either. It will please a 
large and growing class of thinkers who have 
taken a course midway between the two and 
which we think will finally prevail. The 
thoughtful student of history will find that 
it has been true in many of the battles of 
the past. Take as an instance the Christo- 
logical controversies which divided the 
church at the time of the Council of Nice. The 
Arian party did not prevail, neither did the 
extreme conservative in its fight for the ac- 
ceptance of the Godhead of Jesus Christ. The 
mediating party, which accepted the full 
humanity and the full divinity of Jesus 
Christ did prevail. To all the world Jesus 
Christ was proclaimed “as very God and very 
man.” So _now in this transition age we have 
been facing new conditions brought out by 
the time, and this book is a reverent and 
earnest attempt to save the church and at the 
same time to save for the church many men 
who are in danger of becoming alienate 
from the church if not actually hostile to” 


spirit is the Cholst Spirit, Christian and 
ritable. 
In = Sree chapter he discusses “the crisis” 
: ’ . The church “is face to face 
ve influences which are mak- 
The breaking down of tradi- 
= ds is characteristic of our 
for wealth is bringing new 
n view of these facts there is an 
Eistence on the sinfulness of sin. 
The need of the church is—that it define its 
attitude towards the forces now at work. 
This is not a unique crisis, the church has had 
to face it before in other forms. This crisis 
is due not to any single force, but to several. 
_ The second chapter deals with “the church 
-and scholarship.” The church has always 
stood for scholarship. Many of our universi- 
ties were founded by the church. Just now, 
_ however, the church needs to be incited to 
- new efforts in behalf of scholarship. 
Scholarship is shaping the thinking of all 
classes. There is a breach between the 
church and the modern intellectual world; 
even the high school pupil gets different 
_ teaching in the public school from that which 
E he gets in the Sunday School. The attitude 
_ of the church toward much of modern science, 
especially evolution, is antagonistic. “By 
such a choice the church is cutting itself off 
from co-operation with the controlling intel- 
lectual force of to-day and is making it cer- 
tain that in the future it will embrace only 
by suffrance, if at all, the intellectual leaders 
‘of society. * * * The church will live— 
but what sort of a church?” 
¥ The church also is at the point of choice as 
to its methods in Bible study. “He would be 
a rash man indeed who would insist that the 
current schools of criticism have reached final 
results, and he would be very rash who would 
insist that the philosophy which lies back 
of much of the literary criticism is in itself 
a criterion warranted to give final results.” 
The real question is whether there should be 
any historical study of the Bible in the 
church at all. The critics do not agree 
among themselves as to methods or results. 
But is there any valid reason why the church 
should prohibit a free and reverent investi- 
gation? 
For the church to divorce itself from the 
intellectual forces of the time is really to 
divide Christian forces. “Appeal to preju- 
dice which has been deepened by misrepresen- 
tation will never establish the truth of any 
position, be it cOnservative or liberal. It can 
do nothing but lose the church the respect of 
the men it should save. Intolerance as truly 
as indifference costs human souls.” This is no 
time for schism, “The new evangelicalism is 
‘as passionately devoted to saving men and 
society as is the old; the older evangelicalism 
is as passionately devoted to Jesus Christ as 
is the new. Let them cease to combat each 
other.” The newer scholarship may be of 
Vast assistance to the church. “As the Magi 
‘brought gifts to the infant Christ, so schol- 
arship is bearing gifts to the Church of 
Christ.” But “scholarship is not the highest 
thing in life. Above it are culture and the 
eternal life of the Spirit.” 
Faith and culture are not exclusive aia 
The church has the opportunity of infusing 
culture with the spirit of Christ. This chap- 
ter is so very important that I have given 
it a fuller treatment than the others. It will 
‘repay for a careful reading. 
Chapter third deals with “the Church and 
the Gospel of the Risen Christ.” 
I. What is the Gospel? 
1. In its New Testament sense it is the 
g00d news concerning the kingdom of God. 
: involves five facts: 


, 


a. The kingdom of God is presently to 
appear. 

b. The Christ has already appeared in 
Jesus of Nazareth, who showed his messiah- 
ship in his resurrection. 

c. He has returned to Heaven whence he 
will return in judgment to introduce his 
kingdom. :. 

d. Belief in Jesus as this Christ insures 
forgiveness, reconciliation with God, ac- 
quittal at the judgment, entrance into the 
kingdom and a share in its benefits, includ- 
ing the resurrection. 

e. The believer has received his heritage 
{in part already if he has received the Spirit 
of God. 

2. In spite of the Jewish apocalyptic term- 
inology, in which the message is clothed, “it 
was the message of a morally regenerated 
communion with God, made easier and com- 
plete through a knowledge of the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus.” 

II. Can this gospel be preached effectively 
to the modern world? 

1. Some claim that this is no longer pos- 
sible except to those who are not up with 
the rest of the world, but this is not proven. 

2. Little is gained by insisting that we 
now have the Spirit of Jesus in place of the 
historical Jesus. 

3. It is worth while, however, to consider 
three objections urged: 

a. It is alleged that such a gospel has 
been destroyed by historical! criticism, 

b. It involves the miraculous. ~ 

ec. It involves an eschatological hope too 
naive for the modern man. WFach_one of 
these objections is well answered. 

III. Shall the church preach a gospel that 
presupposes and emphasises immortality? 
This is one of the very strong parts of the 
book. Professor Matthews says emphatically, 
Yes. 

IV. How shall we preach it? 

1. With contagious conviction. 

2. “Insistence upon the historical elements 
of the gospels carries with it the necessity 


“of distinguishing between the evangelistic 


facts and the interpretation given them by 
the people of the first century. 

3. The facts are to be preached in modern 
thought forms, not in the forms of New Tes- 
tament times. f 

“Vv. It may be possible that insistence upon 
the facts of the resurrection will preclude the 
preaching of the gospel by those who lack 
confidence in the reliability of our historical 
records, 

1, “Any theology that is unaffected by a 
conviction of the reality of the risen Christ 
is not evangelistic in the strictly New Testa- 
ment sense.” 

2. Some men reach the conviction that 
Christ has risen, by way of historical criti- 
cism. Let such a man preach the gospel too. 

Chapter four deals with “the Church and 
the Gospel of Brotherhod.” The first sentence 
is the key to the whole discussion. “The 
church can prepare men for heaven only by 
teaching them how to live upon earth.” “The 
chureh has a distinct office and duty to per- 
form in bringing in unity through fraternity. 
Will it face its duty?” There are two reasons 
for asking this question: 

1. Religion has to do with powers that 
are elemental and common to all men. 

2. True Christianity makes men ineapable 
of isolated life. “To make men Christians is 
to make society fraternal.” 

The church must: (1) Appeal to and stand 
for life, not philosophy. (2) It*must bring 
society and God together. A social reform 
that ignores God has no promise of a com- 
pleted social evolution. ; 
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The subject of chapter five is “the Church 
and Social Discontent.” 

1. There is a widespread economic dis- 
content. 

2. It has intruded into politics. 

3. It is hard for most church members to 
judge such movements impartially, to say 
nothing of their almost universal inability to 
sympathize. “But he is an unsafe leader in 
Christian activity who belittles them or mis- 
judges them. For this discontent includes 
within itself a distrust of the church.” 

This discontent is: (1) Not a sign of disease, 
but of life. (2) The changes will be in ac- 
cord with the ideals which have been 
wrought. (8) Neither the church nor the labor 
movement are exclusively economic in motive, 

Not all ideals which lie back of social dis- 
content are as noble as those of the church. 
“The greatest service which the church can 
render society just at the present would be 
to contribute the Spirit of Jesus to the ideals 
which are provocative of discontent.” 

1. The wage-earning classes largely be- 
lieve or affect to believe that the church is 
untrue to its own ideals. 

2, Similarly in regard to political discon- 
tent. “What will be the outcome if the Spirit 
of Jesus be permanently excluded from the 
field of politics?” 

How shall the church meet the difficulty? 

1, It is a question not easily answered. 

‘2, The situation is not without hope. 

8. The pressing duty of the church is “to 
moralize social influences through tne slow 
processes of the development of new moral 
and religious ideals in two classes which just 
now stand in unfortunate antagonism.” 

4. The social privileges of today are very 
largely in the hands of the church members. 

5. The church can produce an attitude that 
has in it a larger outlook and more Christ- 
like ambitions, if it will once go about ‘it. 

In chapter six we have a discussion of “The 
Chureh and the Social Movement.” 

I. The relation of the two is one of mutual 
ignorance and distrust. There are some ex- 
ceptions, 

II. The conditions of the problem them- 


selves indicate the responsibilities of the 
church, 
III. The church should not cheapen or 


under-rate its own social significance. 

1. It can keep social influences law-abid- 
ing. 

2. The church is calculated to 
sanity in reform. 


Iv. “The church must aid the social move- 
ment by emphasizing its own method of social 
regeneration.” 

V. The church can aid all efforts at social 
betterment by producing religiously regen- 
erate lives, 

VI. “The church need not be outgrown if 
it furnishes its age regenerating social in- 
fluence in the shape of men and women whose 
hearts are fraternal because they are Chris- 
tians—the inevitable fruit of its gospel of the 
more abundant life.” 

Chapter VII. “The Church and Material- 
ism” is a warning to the church to be on her 
guard against 

1. Materialism in philosophy. 

2. Materialism in the pursuit of wealth. 

3. The desire for the personal income is 
even greater in its materializing influence, 

4. Materialism in amusements, 

5. Materialism is alarming as manifested 
in the gambling evil. 

6. All this is a perverted form of the de- 
mand for reality. 

7. Will the church inspire its members 
with a passion for spiritual realities? 

Chapter VII and last is entitled “The Sword 
of Christ.” 


Zuarantee 


I. The church must preach the message of 
sin, 

II. This implies heroic social leadership. 

III... Too many theological seminaries are 
failing to send out trained leaders of the 
churcu— 

1. Owing to the system of financial aid 
rendered students and its enervating effects. 

2. In not properly educating for leadership. 

8. Church members themselves should be 
moral leaders in their own fields, 

4. Social leadership of the church must be 
exercised by men whose faces are set to the 
future. 

5.. “There is nothing more difficult to 
transfer to the region of practice than this 
insistence upon experience and enlightened. 
love.” 

6. Despite his mistakes, a man who de- 
votes his life to the cause of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ will not be laboring in vain. 
This in brief is the outline of the book. Pro- 
fessor Matthews has compressed a very large 
book into the 255 pages of printed matter 
comprising the book. Now and again his 
sentences are so terse and to the point that 
they are very quotable. We will give one 
only: “As sin is selfishness, so righteousness 
is fraternity.” 

The influence of this book is for good to 
those who seek good. 
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the leading authorities on sermons, with: an intro- 
duction by A, T, Pierson, “A very interesting book,” 
was the verdict of Henry Van Dyke. It contains the 
classics of the pulpit, especially of the latter part of 
the century. 16 contains 826 pages and 105 sermons, 
price, postpaid.... «$3.50 


Vol. I111—Pulpit Eloquence of the 19th Century, 


By Henry C, Fish, with an introduction by Edwards A, 
Park, D. D. This does for the earlier part of the 19th 
century what Vol, [I does for tho Jatter part, present- 
ing sermons from Tholuck, Krummacher, D’Aubigne, 
Monod, Mclintock, Mark Hopkins, Lyman Beecher, 
Wayland, Melvill, Guthrie, Caird, Candlish, Irving, ete. 
eats contains 919 pages and 67sermons, Sent post 
MSM U eRe reer tanss a incansrnsdanuyosbuscadesacnatoteanens tapenetenaavess j 


Vol. IV—One Hundred Revival Sermons and Outlines. 


No attempt has been made to collect the sermons that 
have been the means of saving so many thousands of 
souls. They are not always thonghtful and published 
discourses, and some haye questioned whether a g 

revival sermon can be reduced to type and paper. But 
we believe we have a collection of sermons that have 
moved men mightily and go back into the ages to get the 
fervid utterances of men like Savonarola and Bunyan. 
Reading the words of men who have moved men, we be- 
lieve will stir up any preacher. We have sought the 
advice of nearly 100 leading men and preachers. Will 
contain 1’ 0 Sermons and outlines and about 455 pages. 
Price, DOStIGIG a. «:--tiesess5.nk0z0iedbur'guncatics tndsnetin Canaan $2.50 


Vol. V—Pulpit Power and Eloquence, (Part 1) 


is the greatest selection of present-day preaching (with 
a few classics, which were unavoidably omitted from 
Vol. I.) Ra!ph Connor’s sermon “Man, what a chance,” 
and two by Henry Van Dyke, are rare examples. Tt 
contains 282 pages and 42 sermons. Sent postpaid 
FOL cneictnnysecschcyah sondvesclagdensawcenevsan danas: hax¥accener ean ecteue 1.75 
The Homiletic Year, (Part II) 
This volume by G. B. F. Hallock, D.D., is so essentially 
a part of the preacher’s homiletic library, that it is in- 
cluded with Pulpit Power and Eloquence, Vol. II, mak- 
ing the fifth vo'ame. It consists of 285 pages and is 
fide t poatpald flor..-.. sgt isascres: <dabanescapoenstecncacsaeeienee $1.75 


Here will be nearly 400 sermons and 4,000 pages of the strongest sermons that can be 


collected, representiug 350 différent preachers. 
A preacher seldom hears a good sermon. 
week for nearly seven years. 


Here is his opportunity to hear a good one every 


Sermon reading has been recommended by Spurgeon, Beecher and others as a means of 


improving thought and style. 


There is not a single sermon of general reputation that is not included in this Library. 


Many preachers pay from $15 to $25 for the sermons of an individual preacher. 


No matter 


how talented, no one man can preach 400 to 500 sermons without repeating himself, and no one 
man can begin to compare in general excellence with the best work of 350 of the leading 
preachers all the way from the early church to the present. 


: ORDER BLANK 


F. M. BARTON, Publisher, Cleveland, Ohio. 


1. Send me, express prepaid, the Pulpit Eloquence Library in 5 vols., 4,000 pages, 400 sermons, and I will 


remit $12.50 cash within 10 days of receipt of same, 
2. Or $3 cash and $2 per month for six months. 
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F. M. BARTON, Publisher, 708-712 Caxton Bullding, Cléveland, Ohio, 
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